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AUGUST- 

/ANE  great  secret  of  entomological 
^ success  at  each,  period  of  the 
year  is  to  know  what  description  of 
work  is  best  suited  to  it,  and  one  great 
secret  of  appreciating  success  when 
it  is  obtained  is  to  entertain  correct 
opinions  as  to  what  success  is.  In 
illustration  of  the  former  of  these 
positions,  we  have  only  to  consider 
the  probability  of  result  attending 
the  operation  of  sugaring  in  the  day- 
time, or  of  beating  the  hedges  in 
winter,  or  similar  methods  of  collect- 
ing ; and  in  illustration  of  the  latter  a 
thousand  instances  to  the  point  will 
spring  to  the  mind  of  every  reader. 
Now,  though  these  statements  may 
justly  be  regarded  as  truisms,  it  is 
no  less  true  that  we  constantly  act 
in  disregard  of  them.  Several  cir- 
cumstances have  lately  come  before 
us  which  have  led  us  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  not  be  in- 
appropriate to  remind  our  readers  of 
these  unquestionable  facts.  Such  a 
course  may  lead  some  of  their  num- 
ber to  success  in  the  present  month, 
which  they  would  not  otherwise 
attain,  and  may  convince  some 


grumbler  that  he  ought  rather  to  be 
rejoicing. 

As  we  write  these  lines  the  ap- 
pearance of  everything  is  truly 
characteristic  of  the  month.  An 
unequalled  spring  as  regards  the 
fineness  of  the  weather,  gave  place 
to  a brilliant  June,  which,  in  its 
turn,  made  way  for  a baking  July. 
August  at  present  promises  to  be  an 
intensified  July,  and,  as  might  be 
reasonably  expected,  is  likely  to  give 
a character  to  entomology  as  well  as 
to  everything  else. 

It  is  a remarkable  thing  that  the 
coleopterist,  while  his  brother  of  the 
butterflies  and  moths  is  enjoying 
the  harvest  of  Lepidoptera  which  is 
now  to  be  reaped,  has  no  such  like- 
lihood of  success  to  boast.  July 
and  August  are,  perhaps,  the  worst 
months  in  the  year  for  beetles,  owing, 
of  course,  to  their  retired  habits, 
which  makes  the  times  when  they 
retire  to  and  leave  their  winter 
quarters  the  most  opportune  mo- 
ments to  secure  them.  We  cannot 
help  thinking,  however,  that  more 
might  be  got  than  is  got,  if  collec- 
tors knew  better  how  to  look  for  it. 
Beetles  love  moisture,  and  conse- 
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quently  may  best  be  obtained  in 
wet  places.  Stagnant  ponds,  there- 
fore, are  generally  prolific  in  Coleop- 
tera,  and  great  numbers  may  be 
taken  running  on  the  margins, 
where  the  water,  gradually  drying 
up,  leaves  a broad  margin  of  what  a 
popular  novelist  calls  “ rich,  soft 
mud.”  Here,  on  a hot  day,  when 
the  surface  is  a little  hardened  by 
the  sun,  may  be  seen  swarms  of 
Homalotas , Bembidiums,  Steni,  etc., 
running  swiftly  about.  This  mode 
of  search  would,  we  are  confident, 
repay  any  collector  who  tried  it. 
Other  methods  will  be  found  useful, 
of  course;  but  we  think  July  and 
August  are  the  months,  par  ex- 
cellence, for  that  alluded  to. 

And  now  for  a word  or  two  to 
Lepidopterists.  Sugaring  ought 
now  to  yield  good  results,  of  course 
provided  suitable  evenings  be  chosen, 
and  such  there  must  be.  Many 
good  butterflies  are  out,  as  the 
species  of  Colias , many  of  the  Pohj- 
ommati,  etc.  Ragwort  is  coming 
into  flower,  on  which  the  Evpithecice 
will  soon  appear  in  the  larva  state, 
and  the  Tinece  are  mustering  strong. 

If  these  hints  be  taken  we  cannot 
but  think  success  will  result,  but 
success  is  not  always  appreciated. 
We  have  heard  of  men  possessed 
of  stores  of  gold,  who,  failing  to  ap- 
preciate the  good  that  was  within 
their  grasp,  let  it  all  go  in  vain 
search  after  what  was  but  a chimera 
— the  stone  which  should  turn  all 


to  gold.  Do  we  not  sometimes  fall 
into  this  error  ? Do  we  not  some- 
times set  our  hearts  on  one  insect 
that  we  cannot  have,  and  either  fail 
to  take,  or  lightly  esteem,  what  we 
can  have,  because  we  can  not  gratify 
our  special  desire.  When  this  is  the 
case  we  commit  the  error  mentioned 
in  an  earlier  portion  of  this  ai’ticle, 
and  often  attain  success  without 
knowing  it. 

Tee  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  G.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews , Woodford,  N.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

COLEOPTERA. 

'Feronia  Madida. — On  tlie  18th 
July  I got  a specimen  of  Feronia 
Madida,  with  the  elytra  very  short 
(not  longer  than  those  of  some  of 
the  brachelytrous  species),  and  a 
broad  division  from  the  scutellum 
downwards,  which  gives  them  a 
narrow  appearance.  It  is  a male 
( veer  b.\  rather  smaller  than  the 
average  size  of  the  species,  and  in 
all  respects,  excej)t  those  I have 
mentioned,  the  same.  Can  any  of 
the  readers  of  the  “Entomologist” 
inform  me  of  the  cause  of  this,  and 
if  it  is  of  frequent  occui’rence  ? I 
never  saw  anything  of  the  kind 
before. — J.  Brook,  Edinburgh. 

Lepidoptera. 

Cleora  Glabraria.  — No.  4,  page 
30,  of  your  periodical,  contains  a 
paragraph,  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Greene,  on  the  breeding  of  Cleora 
glabraria  in  February,  from  larva 
taken  by  him  the  previous  autumn 
in  Sherwood  Forest.  You  will  also 
find,  in  another  place,  subsequent 
articles  at  pages  43  and  52,  bearing 
on  this  point.  I have,  to-day,  to  sup- 
port the  authority  of  the  “ Manual,” 
and  the  veracity  of  Zeller,  respecting 
Glabraria. 

Death,  which  had  visited  my 
home  unexpectedly,  had  slackened 
my  pace ; the  delay  is  no  evidence  of 
my  insincerity : Glabraria  has  fur- 


nished me  with  its  eggs.  I had 
bred  the  insect  from  the  larva  taken 
off  lichens,  and,  as  you  know,  I had 
a clear  recollection  of  the  larva ; but, 
notwithstanding-,  I was  not  in  a posi-  ' 
tion  to  describe  it.  The  habits  of  an 
insect  like  Glabraria,  comparatively 
common  where  it  occurs,  are  un- 
cared for,  when,  without  difficulty, 
the  'imago  is  attainable.  I have 
taken  the  perfect  insect  on  July  25 
in  great  numbers,  by  beating  out  by 
day  and  by  night,  also  in  its  noc- 
turnal flight.  I was  aware  that  the 
larva  of  this  insect  had  turned  up 
unlooked  for,  and  so  could  be  found 
again  after  a competent  search. 
Under  such  circumstances  I cannot 
but  think  that  Mr.  Greene  has  made 
some  mistake.  February  for  Gla- 
braria, under  any  circumstances, 
seems  to  me  like  an  inconsistency. 

I was  determined  that  the  summer 
of  1863  should  satisfy  my  own 
curiosity,  as  well  as  that  of  others, 
consequently  it  was  necessary  to 
visit  Baron  Wood.  The  weather 
had  been  for  some  time  bad, 
and  it  was  not  until  June  14, 
which  was  decidedly  late,  that  I bent 
my  way  on  that  beautiful  morning 
to  my  favourite  hunting  ground. 
Hours  were  spent  by  me  in  useless 
efforts,  before  the  lichen-covered 
boughs  would  yield.  At  last,  from 
a long  and  leafless  branch,  clothed 
thick  with  lichens,  from  a towering 
oak,  on  June  14,  I brought  down  a 
single  larva  of  Cleora  glabraria ; and, 
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having  thus  gratified  my  curiosity, 

I placed  it  with  lichen  in  a separate 
box.  On  this  lichen  it  undoubtedly 
fed. 

I then  repaired  for  refreshment, 
and  there  being  no  railways  near, 
retraced  my  weary  steps  over  twenty 
miles  of  ground. 

Description — Larva.  — A looper> 
taken  the  latter  end  of  May,  taken 
in  June,  and  individual  specimens 
in  July.  Imago. — Taken  on  July 
25,  and  indifferent  specimens  taken 
far  on  in  August. 

Larva. — Scarcely  an  inch  long ; a 
beautiful  light  green ; quite  smooth, 
noliumpsonits  back;  very  stoutly 
made  and  extremely  sluggish ; dotted 
over  its  back  with  orbicular  spots, 
equal  in  size,  giving  it  a beautiful 
appearance,  dots  about  the  size  of  a 
pin  head,  No.  8 of  Edelsten  and 
Williams  ; the  spots  not  in  a straight 
line,  but  irregularly  scattered  over 
each  segment ; dots  jet  black ; the 
sides  are  marked  alike,  and  are  en- 
tirely without  dots,  but  in  their 
place  they  are  marked  with  a num- 
ber of  short  lines,  colour  also  jet 
black ; the  head  yellowish  white 
very  small,  and  of  a flattish  appear- 
ance ; belly  pale  green. 

It  did  not  change  among  the 
lichen  like  its  congener,  G.  Uchenaria, 
but  on  the  bottom  of  the  jar.  Ob- 
tained the  larva  on  the  14th  of 
June,  changed  to  pupa  on  the  16th. 
Chrysalis  half  an  inch  long,  slender 
made,  greenish  at  first,  light  brown 


after,  and  ultimately  a plum  colour. 
The  porfect  insect  appeared  on  July 
4,  three  weeks  in  chrysalis  and 
three  weeks  earlier  than  when  in  the 
open  air,  having  been  kept  at  the 
window,  exposed  to  the  sun,  in  a 
warm  room.  Hunter,  Barnes, 
Main,  aud  other  entomologists  here 
have  seen  the  insect  alive  on  the 
day  it  first  appeared. — Thomas  Arm- 
strong, 12,  Banvise  Court , English 
Street,  Carlisle,  Jidy  14,  1863. 

C.  Curtula  double-brooded. — Read- 
ing the  query  of  the  Rev.  Percy 
Andrews,  in  last  Saturday’s  “Weekly 
Entomologist,”  I would  state  in  reply 
that  eggs  of  C.  curtula,  sent  me  by 
Mr.  Porteous,  on  May  17,  hatched 
ou  the  25th  of  the  same  month  ; the 
larvae  commenced  spinning  up  on 
June  24,  and  the  first  five  imagos 
emerged  on  the  11th  of  this  month, 
since  which  date  they  have  been 
continuing  to  come  out,  thus  evi- 
dently determining  the  species  to  be 
double  brooded  in  confinement,  what- 
ever they  may  be  in  their  natural 
state.  To-day  (the  27th)  I have 
eggs  of  Curtula  hatching  from  this 
second  brood. — Col.  Stewart,  Eldon 
Villa,  JRedland,  Bristol,  July  27, 
1863. 

Euperia  Fulvago. — In  the  “Weekly 
Entomologist,”  of  July  25th,  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Greene,  in  speaking  of 
this  insect,  says,  “ I doubt  whether 
this  insect  has  hitherto  been  bred  in 
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this  country.”  I can  assure  him 
that  it  has  been  bred  in  this  country, 
not  only  by  myself,  but  also,  I believe, 
by  others  in  the  North.  I last  year 
bred  several  specimens  from  larvce 
obtained  from  Sherwood  Forest. — 
H.  D’Orville,  Alphington,  near  Exe- 
ter, 

Euperia  Fulvago. — In  your  num- 
ber, July  25,  a doubt  was  expressed 
by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Greene,  as  to 
whether  any  one  had  previously 
bred  Euperia  fulvago,  in  this  country. 
Permit  me  to  say  that  I figured 
larvce  of  that  species  on  June  21, 
from  which  the  perfect  insects  ap- 
peared during  the  last  week  in 
July  and  the  first  week  in  August 
of  last  year. 

The  larvce  fed  on  birch  were  semi- 
transparent, but  especially  the  head 
and  three  following  segments  in 
each  of  them,  which  were  much 
paler  than  the  rest  of  their  bodies. 

Anteriorly  they  were  of  a pale 
ochreous  green,  which  gradually 
blended  at  the  fourth  segments  into 
each  of  them,  which  were  much 
paler  than  the  rest  of  their  bodies. 

Anteriorly  they  were  of  a pale 
ochreous  green,  which  gradually 
blended  at  the  fourth  segments  into 
a greenish-grey  tint,  which  coloured 
the  remaining  segments  ; the  dorsal, 
sub-dorsal,  and  spiracular  lines  were 
thin  and  whitish. 

The  larvae  were  most  kindly  sent 
me  by  friends  at  York  and  Exeter, 


early  in  June,  1862. — Vm.  Buckler, 
Emsworth,  July  31,  1863. 


CAPTURES. 

Captures  near  Chertsey,  in  1863. — 
From  June  22  to  July  23  I took  the 
following : — 

Polyommatus  cegon,  July  5,  com- 
mon. 

Hepialus  hectics,  abundant  im- 
mediately after  sunset. 

Nudaria  mundana,  July  15. 
Lithosia  griseola,  abundant,  flying 
in  ditches. 

L.  straminenla,  common. 

E.  apiciaria,  by  ditches. 
Metrocampa  margaritata,  June  30. 
Pericallia  syringaria , July  23. 
Cleora  lichenaria,  July  20. 

Boarmia  repandata. 

Hemithea  thymiaria , abundant 
among  oaks. 

Nemoria  viridata,  common. 
Acidalia  scutulata,  ditto. 

A.  bisetata,  very  abundant,  flies 
soon  after  sunset. 

A.  imitaria,  common. 

A.  emarginata,  ditto. 

Cabera  pusaria,  ditto. 

C.  exanthemaria,  ditto. 

Macaria  notata,  June  30. 

D.  petraria. 

E.  decolorata,  common. 

Melanippe  unangulata,  ditto. 
Coremia  propugnata. 

Scotosia  dubitata,  July  17. 

8.  undulata. 

Cidaria  picata,  common. 
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Dipterygia  pinastri,  at  sugar  July 
1 and  8,  this  species  is  very  shy. 

Mianci  arcuosa. 

Busina  tenebrosa,  at  sugar,  be- 
comes torn  very  soon. 

Nodua  triangulum. 

N.  brunnea. 

N.  f estiva,  common  at  sugar. 

Aplecta  nebulosa,  June  29. 

LLadena  thalassina,  June  30. 

Amphipyra  pyamidea,  July  22. 

Moths  have  been  very  scarce  at 
sugar.  The  best  night  was  July  1, 
latterly  I have'  given  it  up  in  dis- 
gust. Even  such  insects  as  Strigilis, 
Polyodon  and  Pronuba  being  rarities, 
and  the  average  number  of  visitors 
beinsf  about  one  moth  to  five  trees. 
Alucita  polydadyla  has  been  very 
abundant  here. — A.  H.  Clarke,  18, 
Kensington  Park  Gardens,  W. 

Occurrence  of  Nonagria  (?)  Pondii 
at  Lyme  Eegis.' — During  a short 
stay  at  Lyme  Regis,  I captured  six 
specimens  of  this  species  on  the 
coast  there.  I expect  that  it  will 
turn  up  in  other  localities  on  the 
South  Coast. — P.  C.  Wormald,  Kil- 
burn,  London,  N.W. 

Emmelesia  Elovveri.  — Yesterday 
(July  24)  I went  to  a wood  about  a 
mile  and  a half  from  my  house  to 
look  for  the  larvae  of  Eupitliecia 
Vcdevianata.  While  doing  so  I dis- 
turbed a small  Geomdra,  which,  as  I 
had  no  net,  I knocked  down  with  my 
hat.  To  my  unbounded  astonish- 


ment I found  it  to  be  a specimen  of 
the  above  insect.  It  was,  of  course, 
very  much  wasted,  June  being  the 
period  of  its  appearance  in  the  imago. 
It  was,  however,  quite  recognizable. 
I was  in  hopes  that  it  might  be  a 
female,  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  not. 
I should  suppose  that  the  larva  is 
now  feeding,  and  if  any  of  your 
readers  know  anything  about  it  and 
its  food,  and  would  at  once  give  me 
some  information  on  the  subject,  I 
should  feel  very  much  obliged.  I 
regard  the  discovery  of  this  species 
as  very  interesting.  It  is  one  of  our 
most  local  insects.  The  localities 
given  in  the  “ Manual  ” are,  Bristol, 
Cotswolds  (commonly),  Newnham, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Scarborough 
(commonly),  Castle  Eden  Dene,  and 
Preston.  I am  the  authority  for  the 
Cotswolds.  The  insect  occui’red 
there,  not  uncommonly,  in  June, 
resting  on  the  trunks  of  trees.  The 
wood  consisted  chiefly  of  alder, 
birch,  and  wych  elm.  The  same 
trees  are  here,  and  I should  imagine, 
therefore,  that  if  the  larva  feeds  on 
trees,  it  must  probably  be  one  of 
these.  If  you  have  a reader  in 
Scarborough  I should  feel  much 
obliged  by  Ins  informing  me  (if  ho 
knows)  where  Blomeri  is  commonly 
taken  in  that  neighbourhood.  I 
collected  there,  long  ago,  for  two 
years,  but  never  saw  a specimen 
The  discovery  of  this  species  is  also 
worthy  of  notice,  as  showing  the 
necessity  of  long  continued  searching. 
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I have  hunted  the  above  wood 
every  summer,  for  the  last  five 
years,  but,  till  yesterday,  had  not 
the  slig-htest  reason  to  suppose 
that  Blomeri  occurred  in  it.— Rev. 
Joseph  Greene,  Cubley  Rectory, 
Eoveridge,  Derby,  July  25. 

Captures  in  Ireland  during  June. — 
*Ccenonympha  Typhon  (Haworth) 
differs  from  Davus  in  its  larger 
size,  and  in  the  absence  of  eyes  on 
the  under  side  of  the  hind  wings. 
See  Kirby’s  “ Manual,”  page  70. 
Lyuena  Argiolus.  E.  dbbreviata. 

L.  Alsus.  *E.  pumilata. 

*Z.  Minos.  E.  rectangulata. 

* FI.  Hectas.  E.  debiliata. 

*E.  russula.  C,  miata. 

L.  caniola  ( larvce ).  *L.  viretata. 

L.  aureola.  Y.  elutata. 

B.  callunce.  *M.  hastata. 

A.  prunaria.  M.  tristata. 

E.  fusciaria.  M.  galiata. 

*T.  biundularia.  *E.  lineolata. 

A.fumata.  *D.  capsopliila. 

Corycia  temerata.  D.  cucubaU. 

C.  taminata.  II.  contigua. 

S.  belgiaria. 

*A.  stigillaria,  larger  and  more 
suffused  in  colour  than  the  English 
type. 

*E.  Toeniata.  *E.  albulata. 

M.  notata.  E.  venosata. 

E.  subumbraia.  E.  plumbeolata. 

*Satyrata.  E.  castigata, 

E.  constrictata.  *E.  nanata. 

E,  vulgata.  E.  absyntliiata. 

E.  minutata.  P.  V.  aureum. 


P.  festuce.  *E.  Fuscula. 

*B.  argentula.  * II.  unca. 

* P.  cenea  # II.  crassalis. 

C,  ptnetellus.  C.  margaritellus. 
E.  smtulan.  E.  trigeminana. 

P.  lecheana.  *P.  ochromelana. 

* S.  littorana.  * E.  albicapitana. 

During  July  I have  taken  in  North 
Wales  : — ■ 

*Agrotis  corticea.  II.  velleda. 

*A.  Lucernea.  II.  sylvinus. 

*A.  Ashworthii.  *G.  Cytherea. 

*A.porphyrea.  *M.  furva. 

*L.  ccesiata. 

I have  duplicates  of  those  marked 

* which  I shall  have  pleasure  in  dis- 
tributing-, of  some  of  the  rarer  species 
of  course  the  number  of  specimens 
is  limited. 

Correspondents  will  very  much 
oblige  by  returning  any  post  boxes 
of  mine  in  their  possession.  Edwin 
Birchall,  Birkenhead,  July  24,  1863. 

Captures  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Weymouth. — I had  four  days’  collect- 
ing in  Weymouth,  Portland,  &c., 
during  last  week,  and  managed  to 
take  the  following  Lepidoptera,  in 
addition  to  many  of  the  commoner 
species.  The  Rhopalocera  I found 
very  scarce  this  year. 

A.  galathea,  common. 

S.  semele,  one  only. 

II.  linea. 

Z.  filipenduloe,  common. 

N,  mundana,  several. 

B.  guercus,  male,  one. 

O.  sainbucaria,  one  specimen. 
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A.  scutulata,  common. 

A.  bisetata,  do. 

A.  msticata,  do. 

A.  osseata,  abundant. 

A.  immutata,  not  common. 

A imitaria,  common. 

A.  degeneraria,  two. 

L.  olivata,  common. 

H.  galiata,  ditto 
C.  pyraliata,  one. 

E.  bipunctaria,  abundant. 

II.  glandifera,  two. 

B.  perla,  abundant. 

B.  sericealis,  not  common. 

S.  punctalis,  three. 

B.  asinalis , two. 

E.  crocealis,  common. 

S.  hybridalis,  ditto. 

E.  phceoleucalis,  ditto. 

P.  ornatella,  several. 

C.  hohenwarthiana,  one 
E.  roseana,  abundant. 

G.  tesserana,  several. 

C.  inopiana,  ditto 
P.piloselloc,  ditto. 

P.  lithodactijlus , ditto. 

Trovey  Blackmore,  the  Hollies, 
Wandsivorth,  S .W.  July,  30. 

Agrotcra  nemoralis. — Of  this  very 
rare  and  beautiful  insect,  I took  a 
specimen,  near  Dorking,  last  month. 
— J.  B.  Blackburn,  August  G,  18G3. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange. — This  season  I have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to.  succeed  in 
rearing  fine  examples  of  that  beau- 
tiful insect,  Agrotis  Pracox,  from  larva 
collected  on  the  Wallasey  Sands.  It 
may  not  be  generally  known,  that, 
these  larva}  devour  each  other  when 
in  confinement.  I have  also  good 
specimens  of  M.  albicolou  and  a few 
pairs  only,  of  I).  fascelina.  I am  in 
want  of  the  following,  as  given  in 
Stainton’s  “Manual,”  viz.,  115, 
117,  120,  121,  122,  125,  127,128, 
131,  175,  187,  188,  210,221,222, 
225,  228,  265,  277,  311,  314,  310 
321,  324,  325,  327,  331,  335,  341, 
377,  385,  38G,  387,  391,  404,  442, 
443,  446,  447,  448,  449,  450,  455, 
465,  490,  492,  493,  534.  Please 
write  first,  and  those  correspondents 
not  receiving  an  answer  within  ten 
days,  will  conclude  that  their  offer 
is  not  accepted.  No  one  need 
trouble  to  write  to  write  unless  the 
insects  they  offer  are  fresh  and 
perfect.  I have  also  duplicates  of 
A.  Cursoria. — Thomas  Galliers,  9, 
Brenton  Street,  Parle  Bead,  Liverpool, 
July,  28th,  1863. 
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SUCCESS. 

QOME  time  ago,  there  appeared, 
^ in  a very  well  known  periodical, 
a paper  bearing  the  title  which 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  article. 
The  writer’s  views  were  possibly 
extreme  on  the  subject  of  which  he 
wrote,  and  yet,  to  a great  extent,  we 
believe  in  the  truth  of  what  he  tells 
us.  If  there  is  no  limit  to  the  end, 
there  must  be  no  limit  to  the  means, 
in  the  general  sense;  and  we  are 
inclined  to  think  that  the  writer 
lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  to  create 
a realization  we  must  create  the 
steps  thereto,  whereas  the  way  is 
generally  prepared  for  us,  not  by 
ourselves,  but  by  the  force  of  sur- 
rounding circumstances. 

In  entomological  labours,  we  must 
class  our  results  generically  and 
specifically — the  former  pointing  to 
a general  and  wide  conclusion, 
having  reference  to  no  isolated  case ; 
the  latter,  to  certain  discoveries  or 
inferences  which  lead  us  to  one 
decision,  and  one  alone,  a decision 
of  importance  as  regards  a solitary 
fact  or  a solitary  line  of  discovery. 
But  we  must  illustrate  our  meaning. 


There  are  certain  of  our  Tineoe 
which  mine  the  leaves  of  plants  and 
trees,  such  as  the  species  of  the 
genus  Nepticula,  and  the  genus  Lith- 
ocolletis.  Now,  by  long  practice,  we 
may  become  so  expert  in  recognizing 
these  minute  and  beautiful  traces,  as 
to  decide,  without  any  chance  of 
error,  on  the  exact  species  to  which 
a larva  thus  discovered  may  be  re- 
ferred. But  suppose  that  we  stop 
here.  Can  we  (and  we  are  repeat- 
ing the  query  of  one  of  our  most 
distinguished  naturalists),  decide, 
not  specifically,  but  generically,  on 
what  thus  becomes  the  object  of  our 
observation?  Suppose  we  fail  to 
see  in  these  wonderful  workings  any 
general  differences  to  separate 
classes,  or  bodies  of  insects,  which, 
in  their  maturer  stages,  evince  a 
perfect  line  of  separation.  Then 
we  have  failed  in  a branch  of 
success — and  that  a veiy  important 
one. 

And  we  are,  many  of  us,  too  apt 
to  overlook  these  facts  in  educating 
the  mind  to  the  study  of  insect  life. 
If  we  were  cast  into  some  remote 
region,  hitherto  unknown  to  the 
naturalist,  we  should  feel  this  defect- 
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in  our  mental  preparation  more 
keenly  than  is  possible  where  the 
way  is  paved  for  us.  A specific 
knowledge  is  a poor  basis  for  dis- 
covery, and  to  found  a system  of 
classification  upon  suck  a knowledge 
would  be  like  beginning  a bouse  by 
building  the  roof. 

W e are  ready  to  admit  that  this 
more  useful,  though,  perhaps,  less 
attractive  species  of  study,  requires 
the  impetus,  in  most  cases,  of  self- 
dependence,  for  its  development. 
Throw  a man  alone  to  work  out 
specific  characteristics  and  distinct- 
ions, and  he  must  base  his  research 
on  a practical  acquaintance,  with 
wide  and  general  lines  of  separation. 
These  will  narrow,  by  degrees ; the 
first  great  principles  of  division  will 
sub-divide  into  minor  and  less  im- 
portant ones,  till  the  primary  confu- 
sion disappears  bodily.  What 
should  we  say  of  a tutor  who  mixed 
up  the  nouns,  adjectives,  and  verbs 
of  the  Latin  grammar,  indiscrimi- 
nately ; and  because  each  noun  was 
separated,  and  each  verb  was  seen 
to  be  distinct,  passed  over  the 
original  and  leading  separations  as 
worthless  ? And  yet  in  the  lessons 
that  we  learn  daily  of  species  and 
specific  forms,  wc  seldom  heed  what 
ought  to  be  the  foundation  of  all 
minor  labours. 

The  means  are,  perhaps,  more 
elaborate  for  the  attainment  of  such 
results  as  wc  propose;  but  the  ends 
arc  undoubtedly  far  more  valuable 


when  once  we  have  reached  them. 
We  gain  in  two  ways — in  the  dis- 
tinct and  tangible  profit  of  present 
information  acquired,  and  in  a wider 
and  moi'e  certain  prospect  of  some- 
thing whereby  we  may  grapple 
future  difficulties. 

Certainly  our  great  touchstone  of 
success  lies  in  the  abandonment  of 
all  restricted  discovery.  When  we 
leam,  with  our  eyes,  something  of  a 
species  which  stands  directly  under 
our  observation,  we  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  extending  our  knowledge 
far  wider  by  inference,  and  of  build- 
ing for  ourselves  a system,  which 
shall  serve  as  a future  guide. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cookk, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 
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Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews , Woodford,  N.B.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


QBSEEVATIONS, 


Lepidopteea. 

Insects  Bred,  etc. — This  has  been 
a very  peculiar  season  here — -all  the 
vegetation  short,  and  burnt  up  with 
the  heat  and  the  continued  dry 
weather.  Yet  many  species  have 
recurred  here  which  have  not  been 
seen  for  30  or  40  years,  such  as  B. 
Cay  a,  dominvla  (in  plenty  in  one 
wood),  pot oioria  (in  larva  perfect 
cannibals,  and  not  one  bred,  but  one 
taken  on  the  wing),  H.  Huviuli,  &c, 
&c.  These  are  all  reckoned  com- 
mon ; but  not  one  of  them  has  been 
seen  by  me  for  very  many  years. 

My  son,  E.  R.  Dale,  has  just  bred 
G.  Obscuraria,  from  larva  found  near 
Bridleigh  Salterton,  and  he  bred 

G.  Promutata,  some  time  ago,  from 
the  same  place. 

I have  seen  no  specimens  this 
year  of  the  following  butterflies, 
which,  formerly,  were  not  very  rare 
with  us  : — P.  Machaon,  P.  Graiaiji, 
P.  Sinapis,  G.  Jdliamni  (except  a few 
in  April),  C.  Bdusa , II  Galathea, 

H.  Semele,  H.  Panvphilus  (except 
two  or  three  in  the  next  parish), 
V.  Car dui,  V.  Polychloros,  ( V . Io 


only  two  or  three,  ditto  V.  Atalanta ) 
V.  C-album,  (A.  Aglaia,  never  saw 
but  one  or  two,  previously  saw 
some  with  A.  Adippe)  M.  Selene, 
Artemis,  H.  Lucina,  T.  Betulce , 
T.  Quercus  (only  one  this  year), 
T.  Bubi,  L.  Pldeas  (only  three 
or  four  this  year),  P.  Corydon  (only 
one  in  the  parish),  P.  Alexis  (none 
since  the  beginning  of  June),  P. 
Agestis , P.  Acis,  P.  Argiolus,  H. 
Alveolus,  H.  Pages,  H.  Linea;  in  all 
30  butterflies ! — J.  0.  Dale,  Gian 
Wootton,  Sherborne,  Dorset,  10  th 
August , JL863. 

B.  Cinctaria. — At  pages  187  and 
195  of  the  2nd  vol.  of  the  “Ento- 
mologist,” Mr.  Gibson  and  Dr 
Knaggs  have  told  us  how  the  larva, 
of  this  species  behaved  with  them. 
Perhaps  I may  be  allowed  to  add 
my  experience  also. 

When  the  larvae  hatched  from  the 
eggs  kindly  sent  me  by  Dr.  Knaggs, 
I gave  them  their  choice  of  several 
kinds  of  food — both  trees  and  low 
plants,  and  they  seemed  to  prefer 
b irch,  at  the  same  time  nibbling  a little 
oah  ■ and  on  the  leaves  of  these,  two 
trees  the  greater  part  of  my  larvae 
fed  up  vei’y  satisfactorily.  Two  of 
them,  however,  lagged  behind  the 
rest,  and  remained  quite  small ; till 
one  day  I accidently  put  some 
barberry  leaves  near  them,  when  one 
of  them  immediately  began  to  eat 
this  new  food  with  great  eagerness, 
and  soon  fed  up  on  the  same  to  his 
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full  size.  The  other  still  remained 
a starveling  till  I read  Mr.  Gibson’s 
note,  and  talcing  the  hint  from 
thence,  gave  him  some  polygonum 
aviculare  ; Morrison’s  pills  (pace 
Dr.  Knaggs)  never  effected  such  a 
change  ! From  a poor  miserable 
wretch — emaciated,  wrinkled,  the 
picture  of  wretchedness — he  has 
become  sleek  and  fat,  the  very 
picture  of  robust  health,  and  I ex- 
pect in  a day  or  two  will  find  his 
skin  so  tight  as  to  be  obliged  to 
change  it  for  a pupa  case. — Rev. 
J.  Hellins,  Chaplain's  House, 
County  Prison,  Exeter,  August  8th, 
1863. 

Aeidalia  Virgularia  (Incanaria). — 
I have  some  little  larvae  of  this 
species,  about  10  days  old,  which 
I put,  wdien  first  hatched,  on  a 
growing  dandelion,  and  I see  that 
from  the  first  they  have  eaten  none 
but  withering  leaves.  I think  that 
several  species  in  this  genus,  besides 
Herbariata,  will  eat  withered  leaves 
as  readily,  or  even  more  so,  than 
fresh  ones. — Ibid. 

Diptera. 

“ TJrophora  Cardui .” — When  at 
St.  Leonard’s  in  the  winter,  I picked 
up,  on  Fairlight  Downs,  the  head 
of  a Carline  thistle  that  gavo 
evidence  of  harbouring  some  pupa 


or  other.  Every  one  knows  the 
star  of  the  Carline  thistle  that  is 
common  on  our  downs — so  widely 
open  in  the  sunshine,  so  closely  shut 
in  rain  or  damp  weather.  On 
cutting  into  the  knot,  I turned  out 
some  dipterous  pupae , which,  from 
their  brown  tipped  cases,  I con- 
cluded to  belong  to  one  of  the 
Tephritidoe.  I was  not  wrong,  as 
time  showed.  Early  in  July,  several 
beautiful  barred  winged  diptera 
made  their  appearance  from  the 
knotted  head,  which  I had  placed  in 
a glass  topped  box,  and  occasionally 
moistened.  I had  fully  eight 
tenants  of  my  thistle-head  that 
rejoice  in  the  scientific  name  of 
“ TJrophora  Cardui ; ” and  certainly 
their  burnished  forms  and  the  dark 
zigzag  markings  of  their  wings, 
give  them  beauty  that  may  well  vie 
with  the  prettiest  Micros,  that  are 
so  ardently  hunted  after  by  col- 
lectors. One  was  a female,  with  a 
prominent  ovipositor.  The  others 
were  all  males.  The  economy  is 
apparent.  The  thistle  head  is 
pierced  at  an  early  stage,  and  the 
eggs  deposited  in  the  receptacle,  the 
eggs  hatch,  and  the  larva,  feed  on 
the  seeds  of  the  thistle,  embedding 
themselves  in  the  conical  receptacle, 
which  they  distort  to  their  purpose. 
Here  they  pass  into  the  pupa  state, 
whenco  they  finally  emerge  in  the 
following  summer.  — Peter  Inch- 
itALi),  Sturt  has  llall,  near  Jludders- 
jield,  August  1 0th,  1862. 
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COLEOPTERA. 

Coleoptera  near  Glasgow. — I have 
the  following  brachelytra  this  Sum- 
mei’,  and  hope  to  take  a good  many 
more  before  the  Winter  comes  on. 
They  were  all  found  under  stones, 
except  a few  that  were  taken  in 
decaying  fungi : — 

Paptolinusalternans,  notuncommon 

Lathrobium  fulvipennc,  very  com- 
mon, could  have  taken  any  number. 

Lathrobium , brunnipes,  common 
,,  geminum,  rather  scarce 

Xantholinus  punctulatus,  very 
abundant. 

Xantholinus  linearis , very  abun- 
dant. 

Othius  fulvipennis,  common. 

„ melanocephalus , common 
on  the  Oampsie  Hills. 

P hilonthus  marginatus,  rather 
scarce. 

Philonthus  varius,  several  times. 

„ fimetarius,  ditto. 

„ sordidus,  notuncommon. 

„ fumigatus,  scarce. 

„ micans,  ditto. 

„ cephalotes,  two. 

„ politus , not  common. 

„ decorus,  ditto. 

ceneus,  common. 
nigritulus , not  common 
scutatus,  ditto. 

Quedius  impressus , several  times. 

„ lateralis , one. 

„ fuliginosus , uncommon. 

fulgidus,  very  common. 
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Quedius  molochinus,  ditto. 

„ tristis,  rather  scarce. 

Callicerus  ngidicornis,  at  Bowling. 
Homalota  gregaria,  ditto. 

„ elongatula,  ditto. 

„ vicina,  ditto. 

5)  circellaris,  ditto 

„ graminicola , rather  com- 

mon. 

j)  vestita,  not  common. 

„ fungi,  common, 

Aleochara  fuscipes,  Tollcross  sand- 
pit. 

„ lanuginosa,  ditto. 

„ mcesta,  ditto. 

Oxgtelus  rugosus,  very  common. 

„ complanata,  in  cow  drop- 

pings. 

JTaploglossa  preetexta,  Tollcross. 
Thiasophila  angulata,  ants’  nests. 
Stenus  speculator,  common  at  Loch 
Lomond. 

Stenus  picipes,  not  common. 

„ buphihalmus,  ditto. 

„ Juno,  ditto. 

„ canaliculatus,  ditto. 

„ tarsalis,  at  Hogganfield 
Lock. 

Oxypoda  opaca,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Clyde. 

Diglossa  mersa,  ditto. 

Tachinus  laticollis,  not  common. 

„ collaris,  ditto. 

Lesteva  bicolor , very  common  at 
Hogganfield. 

Olophrum  piceum. 

Lathrimceum  unicolor. 

Omaliurn  rivularis,  common  in 
fungi. 
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Platystetlms  morsitans , Bowling. 

Ocypus  cupreus.  Wliat  a delight- 
ful perfume  this  insect  has. 

Ocypus  brunnipes,  Bowling. 

I have  also  taken  Pterostichus  dili- 
gens  and  Trechus  obtusus  lately,  both 
new  to  this  district.  I have  to 
thank  Mr.  Sharp,  of  St.  John’s 
Wood,  London,  for  naming  most  of 
the  above. — Thos.  G.  Bishop,  6, 
Nixon  Street,  Glasgow. 

Lepidoptera. 

Folkestone  Cliffs.  — A few  days 
since,  I resolved  to  walk  along  the 
Kent  Coast,  from  Folkestone  to  the 
Shakespeare  Cliff,  with  my  friend 
Mr.  Leigh,  who  was  travelling  with 
me  at  the  time.  There  are  many 
parts  of  the  cliffs  which  present  an 
attractive  face  to  the  entomologist. 
Thickly  clothed  with  flowers,  among 
which  the  rest-harrow  is  conspicuous 
— now  crowned  by  a little  clump  of 
rough  bushes,  and  now  their  sides 
covered  wtth  a short  turfy  grass, 
peculiar  to  chalky  soils,  dipping  into 
some  grotesque  hollow — they  please 
the  eye,  while  they  promise  good 
collecting.  Behold  us  then,  starting 
from  Folkstone,  in  good  time — the 
day,  a true  summer’s  day,  not  a 
cloud  visible  in  the  whole  vast  space 
of  blue  sky ; the  sea  rippling, 
glorious  green,  almost  as  still  as 
the  old  mountain  tarns  of  the  lakes; 
the  range  of  cliffs  dazzling  white, 
more  lovely  for  their  deej)  setting  of 
blue  beyond, 


We  lose  no  time  in  getting  away 
from  the  bare  cliffs,  with  which  our 
walk  commences.  Ascending  a 
little  hillock,  we  both  exclaim 
suddenly ; for  below  us  is  a bed  of 
golden  rod,  near  which  is  an  irregu- 
lar and  varied  patch  of  low  herbage. 
With  a graceful  floating  motion,  the 
beautiful  Arge  Galathea  comes  within 
reach  of  our  nets — not  one  alone ; 
but  a legion  of  them,  basking  in  the 
sweet  sunshine,  as  though  to  spend 
their  little  lives  merrily  while  they 
may.  And  the  ponderous  Filipen- 
dulce , like  the  clumsy  rascal  he 
is,  buzzes  over  the  flowers,  and 
has  his  share  of  happiness.  The 
pretty  skippers,  Syhanus  and  Linea, 
are  not  uncommon  here,  and  further 
on,  Polyommatus  Corydon  recalls  the 
hills  of  lovely  Surrey  to  our  muds, 
as  it  chases  up  and  down  the  inclines, 
or  gambols  over  a flower.  And  now 
we  can  begin  to  feel  the  sun’s  full 
power — a power  which  it  seems  to 
exercise  without  shadow  of  com- 
punction. As  we  traverse  the  ir- 
regular and  bi’oken  ground  on  which 
our  path  lies,  I groan  inwardly,  for 
I have  imprudently  ventured  a 
feeble  tribute  to  respectability  in 
the  shape  of  a hat,  while  my  moro 
fortunate  friend  trudges  contentedly 
on,  his  head  surmounted  by  one  of 
those  indescribable  and  noble  invent- 
ions which  so  well  become  the 
British  tourist.  As  if  an  entomolo- 
gist, with  a big  net,  and  a corpulent 
despatch-bag  full  of  pill  boxes,  ever 
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could  look  anything-  bettei-  than  an 
insane  chemist  going  fishing  ! 
Longingly  I look  at  the  still  sea, 
whose  little  waves  wash  lazily 
against  the  shore,  Avith  that  musical 
dash  that  sends  one  to  sleep  very 
comfortably  after  dinner.  But,  of 
course,  solemn  pairs  of  ladies  are 
visible  far  up  the  shore,  marching 
with  that  agreeable  pertinacity, 
which  seems  to  say  “ bathe  not  ” to 
heated  mortals.  So  we  take  to  the 
cliffs  again,  and  make  our  way  on- 
ward, under  the  glowing  sun,  till  we 
reach  one  of  those  deep  dells  that 
lie  carpeted  with  a lovely  variation 
of  summer  floAvers,  and  below  which, 
over  the  hard  and  pebbly  shore,  the 
sea  stretches  away  to  where,  in  the 
dim  distance,  there  looms  the 
shadowy  coast  of  Prance. 

Here,  at  last,  we  find  that  our 
little  friends  are  not  quite  knocked 
over  by  the  heat,  and  Vitalbata 
serves  as  a capital  retainer  for  future 
efforts.  Here,  too,  the  lovely  Ptero- 
phorus  phoeodactylus  is  busily  buzzing 
over  the  red  bloom  of  the  rest- 
harrow  ; and  Parvidactylus,  a very 
concentration  of  slyness  and  activity, 
appears  and  gives  us  the  slip.  Fus- 
cus  is  by  no  means  scarce  in  this 
P tor  options  haunted  dell. 

Bye  and  bye  JJomithca  Thymiaria 
shows  its  green  Avings,  and  Phyto- 
metra  PEnea  makes  a wild  rushing 
journey  in  its  neighbourhood.  A 
little  further  on,  Asp  Hates  Gilvaria 


turns  up,  flying  over  the  chalky 
ground. 

But  uoav  the  heat  becomes  posi- 
tively unbearable, "and  has  gained  its 
utmost  power.  We  can  stand  it  no 
longer,  and  the  sight  of  a lively 
bather  who  is  apparently  running 
races  against  time  on  the  cool  shore 
decides  us.  The  old  ladies  have 
gone  home  to  lunch;  there  are  no 
bathing  machines,  no  dank  haired 
mortals  making  a useless  effort  to 
get  dry  in  the  sun — “ no  nothink,” 
only  our  lively  ^friend,  whose  puppy  is 
keeping-  guard  over  his  clothes  (an 
office  which  seems  to  be  a sinecure), 
and  a little  ragged  boy  drawing 
water.  The  prospect  of  sixpence 
induces  the  latter  to  rush  away  in 
search  of  towels,  and  we  are  soon 
beyond  the  reach  of  care  for  some 
twenty  minutes.  Then  we  find  a 
cool  place  among  the  rocks,  and 
lying  down  on  our  coats,  enjoy 
delicious  laziness,  within  the  sound 
of  the  breaking  tide.  But  our 
boxes  are  not  full  yet,  and  we  take 
to  the  cliffs  again,  feeling  like  giants 
refreshed. 

Galatliea  is  still  lively  enough ; 
FiUpendulce  seems  to  meditate  a nap, 
for  Ave  catch  him  several  times,  at 
rest  on  the  flowers,  from  which  he 
might  have  got  his  dinner.  Shaping 
our  course  by  the  side  of  the  rail- 
way, we  come  to  a large  patch  of 
capital  ground — ground  resplendent 
with  flowers . The  afternoon  sun  is 
beginning  to  sink,  and  the  day  is 
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just  getting  cool ; so,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Shakespeare  tunnel,  we  pause 
and  go  to  work.  The  delicate 
Lozopera  Francillana  flits  about  the 
grass,  disturbed  by  our  footsteps. 
Vterophorus  Microdactylus  and  Balio- 
dactylus  are  in  some  numbers  about  a 
clump  of  stunted  bushes  ; the  beauti- 
ful Tortrix  Calosetia  Nigromaculana 
is  common  all  over  the  grass  ; and 
here  we  again  take  Aspilates  Gil- 
varia.  A strange  sight  it  is  to  see 
the  little  clusters  of  Filipendulce 
that  stud  the  flowers.  Six,  seven, 
eight,  we  can  count  on  one  bunch. 
Oh  for  fifty  more  pill  boxes ! Not 
for  tho  gentle  Anthrocera,  reader; 
but  for  the  various  Tortrices  and 
Tinece  that  we  see  in  all  directions. 
But,  however,  we  have  to  lament 
the  last  of  the  boxes ; and  as  it  is 
poor  work  seeing  good  Micros  that 
we  cannot  take,  the  end  of  my 
boxes  shall  be  the  end  of  my  day’s 
adventures. — J.  B.  Blackburn,  4 th 
August , 1863. 

Captures  in  June  and  July. — The 
following  very  scanty  list  includes 
the  sum  total  of  my  captures  at 
Harrow  during  the  above  two 
months.  A great  part  of  that  time, 
however,  I was  confined  to  the  house 
through  illness,  which  accounts, 
partly,  for  the  list  being  so  devoid 
of  interest: — 


Thymele  alveolus,  for  the  first 
time  at  Harrow. 

Vamphila  sylvanus , common. 

Selenia  lunaria , in  a spider’s  web. 

Boarmia  rhomboidaria. 

lodes  lactearia,  beating. 

Hemithea  thymiana,  beating, 

Acidalia  aversata,  common. 

Bradyepetes  amataria.  This  species 
has  quite  deserted  its  old  habitat. 
I turned  up  a few  specimens  in  a 
hedge  some  distance  off. 

Ligdia  adustata,  a few. 

Fupithecia  exiguata. 

Melanthia  rubiginata , muce  less 
common  than  hitherto. 

Cidaria  prunata. 

Tanagra  cheerophyllata,  abundant; 
came  out  during  some  wet  weather, 
and  very  few  were  to  be  [found  in 
good  condition. 

W.  A.  Lewis,  Harrogate,  August 
14  th,  1 863. 

EXCHANGE,  ETC. 

Faraponyx  stratiotalis.  — This 
pretty  little  species,  which,  accord- 
ing to  Stainton,  is  somewhat  local, 
has  again  appeared  on  the  banks  of 
the  New  River.  I shall  have 
pleasure  in  securing  specimens  for 
lepidopterists  requiring  it,  if  they 
will  send  me  notes  at  once,  and  boxes 
when  I write  for  them.  Old  corres- 
pondents are  especially  invited  to 
apply. — F.  Lovel  Keats,  4,  Harr  in- 
gay  Villas , Green  Lancs,  Totten- 
ham, N. 
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LIGHT. 


rpHE  Autumn  opens  up  a new 
branch  of  collecting  to  the 
Lepidopterist.  We  have  very  little 
doubt  that  some  of  our  correspon- 
dents are  busy  at  the  lamps  already 
• — from  such  we  should  be  glad  to 
hear.  Undoubtedly  there  are  dis- 
tricts above,  and  districts  below  the 
average  of  productiveness  in  this 
method  of  work. 

Perhaps,  the  London  neighbour- 
hood is  better  than  most  others  for 
lamp  collecting.  The  lights  at  the 
Twickenham  Railway  Station  are 
'Sure,  in  particular,  to  yield  a rich 
harvest.  But,  it  is  difficult  to  say 
what  especial  spot  is  the  most 
^certain  to  prove  good.  This  de- 
j pends,  no  doubt,  to  a certain  extent, 
uupon  the  season.  One  season  may 
I be  very  bad  for  light  insects,  and 
tbhe  next  proportionately  good.  We 
i rave  ourselves  taken  Ennomos  Fus- 
i xmtaria , flying  madly  round  a 
station  lamp  at  Red  Hill,  while  we 
(were  waiting  the  arrival  of  a night 
i rain — in  like  manner,  and  under 
- imilar  circumstances,  C.  Fluviata 
u, t Lewisham.  Nobody  ever  heard 


of  these  localities  as  especially 
famous  in  this  way,  and  it  is  thus 
that  we  often  light  by  chance  on 
single  examples  of  our  scarcer 
Insects. 

Many  species  are  not  to  be  looked 
for  until  a late  hour,  Ennomos 
Tiliaria  generally  prefers  to  show 
himself  after  eleven  o’clock,  and  we 
have  to  humour  his  loose  habits. 
II.  Popnlaris  is  more  accommodating 
in  his  disposition.  We  have  the 
receipt  from  a valued  friend  and 
subscriber — when  tea  is  over,  and 
darkness  coming  on,  open  the  win- 
dows of  a strongly  lighted  room, 
and  prepare  yourself  to  receive  the 
visitor  at  your  leisure.  If  you  are 
in  a district  where  Popnlaris  is  com- 
mon, you  will  not  have  long  to  wait. 
Our  friend  has  sometimes  had  a 
levee  of  seven  or  eight  during  a 
single  evening.  Such  light-loving 
insects  as  these  are  sure  to  put  in 
an  appearance,  where  they  occur 
at  all. 

Almost  every  evening  we  see 
stray  specimens  of  Crmibus  Tris - 
tellus,  which  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  open  window,  to  come  in  and 
commit  suicide;  and  there  are  few 
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Entomologists  who  do  not  know 
what  it  is,  on  going  to  their  bed- 
rooms, supposing  that  the  gas  has 
been  burning  there  for  some  time, 
to  find  a huge  Noctua  thumping 
wildly  against  the  ceiling,  and  pre- 
pared to  defy  every  effort  to  secure 
him. 

We  can  look  back  with  pleasure 
on  many  an  evening  spent  around 
lamp-posts  and  railway  lights ; and 
on  the  first  captures  of  such  insects 
as  E.  Tiliana,  G.  Flavmjo , II.  Popti- 
laris,  and  II.  Nictitans.  Fine  series 
may  be  procured  in  this  way,  and 
gaps  filled,  with  great  rapidity,  in 
the  cabinet. 

The  Entomologist  must  be  proof 
against  the  playful  sarcasms  of 
passers  by.  There  is  something 
rather  singular  about  a middle  aged 
man,  who  bears  a good  character 
for  sobriety  and  sanity,  balancing 
himself  upon  the  cross-bar  of  a 
lamp-post,  and  dodging  with  an 
empty  pill-box  an  apparently  empty 
space,  or  swarming  up  post  after 
post  for  the  mere  purpose  of  opening 
the  little  glass  door  and  shutting  it 
again.  We  remember  hearing  a 
story  (for  the  veracity  of  which  we 
cannot  undertake  to  answer)  of  an 
enthusiastic  collector,  who  mounted 
a London  lamp-post,  and  found  at 
the  top  a specimen  of  Stanrojms 
Eagi.  Just  as  he  was  securing  it, 
however,  the  arm  of  justice  inter- 
posed, and  an  astonished  policeman 


summoned  him  to  the  ground. 
“ What  are  you  doing  there  ? " 
asked  the  latter  angrily.  “ Catch- 
ing a lobster,”  quoth  the  offender, 
who,  unfortunately,  as  it  turned  out 
in  this  particular  case,  sided  with 
Mr.  Moms  on  the  subject  of  English 
names.  Now,  a u lobster  ” is,  we 
believe,  one  of  the  jocose  nicknames 
by  which  a policeman  is  familiarly 
known ; and  so  runs  the  story — the 
lobster  catcher  was  altogether  mis- 
understood, and  “ had  home  to 
prison.”  So  much  for  English 
names  1 

But,  without  laying  ourselves 
open  to  any  such  mistake  as  this, 
we  may  profit  by  the  Autumn 
months,  in  this  special  kind  of 
work.  The  season  for  it  has  fairly 
begun ; and  we  shall  look  for  com- 
munications on  the  subject.  An 
open  window  of  a well  lighted  room 
will  frequently  prove  as  productive 
as  any  out-door  lamps. 

The  time  has  not  come  yet  for 
resting  from  the  Entomological 
labours  of  the  year.  We  have 
more  than  two  months  before  us,  in 
which  none  should  be  idle. 


Tiie  Weekly  Entomologist  may  bo 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 
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Also  of  0.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews , Woodford,  N.F.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


CAPTURES. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  near  London. — At  page 
182,  vol.  2,  of  the  “Weekly  Ento- 
mologist,” I gave  some  account  of 
my  captures  in  the  Geodephaga 
during  the  months  of  May  and 
June.  I intended  to  continue  the 
list  immediately  by  mentioning  some 
of  my  captures  in  the  other  groups 
of  Coleoptera,  but  was  prevented 
from  doing  so  by  the  pressure  of 
other  communications.  I regret  to 
say  that  this  is  no  longer  the  case, 


(will  correspondents  please  take  the 
hint)  and  so  now  proceed  to  furnish 
some  notes  on  the  Brachelytra  which 
I have  met  with.  I omit  the  most 
abundant  species. 

Myrmedonia  limbata.  Several 
specimens  in  nests  of  Formica  jlava, 
under  stones. 

Calodera,  sp.  1 of  Wat.  Cat.  On 
the  border  of  a muddy  pond. 

Ischnopoda  longitarsis.  With  the 
above. 

Oxypoda  opaca.  Common  in 
Epping  Forest. 

0.  brevicornis . In  a nest  of  F. 
jlava. 

Oxypoda  formiceticola.  With  F. 
rufa. 

0.  hcemorrhoa.  With  F.  rufa. 
Common. 

Homalota  vicina.  I have  met 
with  this  insect  in  various  situations 
and  places. 

II.  elongatvla.  Common  in  several 
places.  Always  about  stagnant 
water.  I have  taken  two  forms  of 
this  curious  insect  — one  a very 
fine,  large  variety  with  reddish 
elytra,  and  one  very  much  smaller 
and  more  obscure.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  the  two  forms  have 
generally  occurred  together. 

IF.  luridipennis.  A.  few  in  cow 
droppings. 

H.  debilis.  In  nests  of  F.  rufa 
among  the  rubbish. 

II.  flavipes.  Very  common  in 
nests  of  F.  rufa.  My  experience  is 
that  however  unproductive  a nest 
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may  be  in  other  species,  H.  flavipes 
is  sure  to  turn  up. 

II.  intermedia.  Several  near 
Epping. 

H.  atramentaria.  Very  abundant. 
Running  very  briskly  in  the  hot 
sunshine,  especially  on  muddy  places. 

II.  Sordida.  Common  in  cow 
droppings. 

II.  fungi,  Not  very  common. 

H.  clientula,  In  a nest  of  F. 
rufa. 

Myllcena  intermedia.  At  the  same 
time  and  place  as  the  preceding. 

Hjpocyptus  longicornis.  Among 
dead  leaves,  Hainault  Forest. 

Leistotrophus  nebulosus.  On  car- 
cases. 

Ocypus  ater.  Various  localities. 

PMlonihus  splendens.  Rather 
common  in  several  localities.  On 
dung. 

P.  punctivcntris.  Not  common. 

P,  decurus.  Occasionally.  This 
appears  to  be  a Northern  species. 

P.  variant.  Several  in  Epping 
Foi’est.  This  insect  is  abundant  on 
the  heaths  in  the  North. 

P.  micans.  Several  specimens. 

Lcptacinus  formicetorum.  In  nests 
of  F.  rufa.  Always  singly. 

0 thins  melanocephalu s.  Rather 

common. 

Lalhrobium  gemiwum.  Not  com- 
mon. 

L.  temvinatum.  A few  in  damp 
places. 

Achen  mm  di  pres  sum.  One  speci- 
men at  Richmond,  taken  by  m 


brother,  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn. 

Stilicus  affinis.  One  or  two  speci- 
mens. 


Lithocharis  bninnca.  Mickleham. 

He  dents  riparius.  Mickleham  and 
Dartford.  Common. 

Stenus  bigidtatus.  Near  Lough  ton. 

S.  canaliculatus.  Epping  Forest. 

S.providus.  Near  Wanstead. 

8.  brunnipes.  In  several  localities. 

S.picipes.  Damp  places.  Common 
in  Epping  Forest. 

Oxytelus  complanatus.  Among 
dead  leaves.  Hainault  Forest. 

Trogophlce.us  arcuatus.  Damp 
places.  Epping  Forest. 

L.  riparius.  With  the  above. 

Acrognatlms  mandibidaris.  Already 
recorded.  I have  made  no  recent 
captures  of  this  insect. 

Omalium  florale.  By  beating  the 
hawthorn  flower  in  Epping  Forest. 

0.  ioptcrum.  With  the  preceding. 

The  above  list  contains  a selection 
of  the  best  Bruchelytra  that  I met 
with  in  May  and  June  last.  Besides 
these  I took,  of  course,  such  species 
as  Aleocbara  fuscipes,  Myrmedonia 
canaliculata,  Tachinus  rufipes,  Que- 
ditis  fulgidus,  impressus,  molochinus , 
and  scores  more — most  of  them  in 
abundance.  I have,  perhaps,  omitted 
one  or  two  insects  which  deserved 
a better  fate,  such  as  Tachinus 
hwmeralis,  Quedius  boops , Olophrum 
piccum,  but  I do  not  wish  to  lengthen 
my  catalogue  with  unnecessary 
statements  as  to  captures  which 
everyone  else  makes,  of  common 
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Species.  I may  just  say  with  refer- 
ence to  my  acquisitions  in  the  way 
of  ants’  nest  beetles,  or,  to  speak 
scientifically,  myrmecophilous  coleop- 
tera,  that  no  colony  of  ants  has  to 
rue  the  day  when  I approached  it. 
All  the  specimens  which  I obtained 
were  lured  away  from  the  nest,  not 
captured  in  it.  Stones,  bricks,  etc. 
laid  on  the  sides  of  the  nests, 
yielded  scanty  supplies.  Some 
cracked  chips  of  wood  lying  about 
where  a tree  had  been  felled,  which 
I substituted  for  the  bricks  and 
stones,  soon  produced  a harvest. 
All  my  captures  were  made  from 
about  two  nests,  visited  only  two  or 
three  times.  This  shows  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  overturn  an  ant’s 
nest  to  get  beetles.  Had  I been 
able  to  visit  the  nests  often,  I doubt 
not  that  I should  have  got  all  the 
species  that  are  thus  obtainable.  I 
have  never  met  with  a nest  of  F. 
fuliginosa  in  the  London  district. — 
Thos.  Blackbukn,  The  Tews,  Wood- 
ford, N. 

Lepidoptera. 

Larva  of  Acronyta  Alni. — I took 
a larva  of  this  rare  species  this 
afternoon  near  Hale  Moss. — B.  M. 
Geldart,  Bose  Hill,  Bowdon,  20 th 
August,  1863. 

Captures  in  July  and  August. — 
During  this  and  the  past  month  I 
have  taken  the  following  lepidop- 
tera : — 


Z.  fiUpendulce.  Very  common  on 
the  railway  banks  here,  but  I have 
never  taken  it  before  the  present 
season. 

C.  elinguaria.  Several. 

0.  potatoria.  Bred. 

E.  mensuraria. 

O.  plumbaria.  Common  on  Brigh- 
ton Downs. 

B.  perla. 

L.  impura.  Common. 

A.  psi. 

A.  megacephala. 

M.  maura. 

C,  bifida.  A fine  specimen  on  a 
fence  under  some  willow  trees. 

I have  also  taken  larvce  of 

8.  populi. 

E.  jacobcece. 

B.  hirtaria. 

S.  Davies,  Seven  Sisters’  Boad, 
Holloway,  N. 

Shropshire  Captures. — I adjoin  a 
brief  list  of  captures  during  the  past 
month,  chiefly  remarkable  for  its 
poverty.  In  fact  I never  saw  so 
completely  blank  a season.  On  the 
wing,  in  the  garden,  I get  nothing 
but  Pronuba,  and  on  sugar  almost 
absolutely  nothing.  Common  larvce 
are  the  only  things,  which  seem 
pretty  plentiful. 

E.  Becoloraria.  July  13th. 

P.  Iota.  July  15th. 

T.  Janthina.  August  1st  and  3rd. 

A.  Virgularia.  August  1st. 

P.  Chi.  Bred,  August  1st;  caught, 
August  17th. 
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M.  Maura.  On  sugar,  August  3rd. 

II.  Sylvinus.  August  6th. 

N.  Bella.  On  sugar,  August  6th 
and  15th. 

N.  Umbrosa.  On  sugar,  August 
6th ; on  Clematis  V it  alba,  August 
7th. 

II.  Micacea.  On  sugar,  August 
6th. 

C.  Prunara.  August  7th. 

L.  Lithargyria.  On  sugar,  August 
14th. 

N.  Baja.  On  sugar,  August  15th. 

Can  any  of  your  correspondents 
name  the  following  larva  for  me  ? — 

Of  the  family  Noctuidce,  thick, 
fleshy,  velvety,  of  a pale  blue  green, 
with  a broad  white  lateral  line,  and 
a narrow  interrupted  dorsal  line,  on 
each  segment  two  greenish  gray 
oblique  lines  nearly  meeting  on  the 
back,  tho  12th  segment  which  is 
slightly  stouter  than  the  rest  of  the 
body,  marked  with  two  small  but 
distinct  white  spots.  Food,  fern ! or 
clematis  vitalba ; I have  found  some 
on  each  of  these  in  our  garden.  I 
have  found  two  specimens  evidently 
of  the  same  species,  but  of  a rich 
madder  brown,  the  markings  the 
same  as  in  the  green  ones.  Rev.  P. 
Andrews,  Newport , Salop , August 
1 7 th. 

Captures  in  the  North. — Since  my 
last  communication  I have  but  a 
meagre  list  of  captures  to  record, 
still,  it  may  interest  some  one  to 
know  what  is  to  be  met  with  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  No  doubt,  night 


work  would  produce  more  novelty, 
but  I cannot  follow  that  up.  It  may 
show  some  little  of  what  does  occur 
here. 

When  a neighbour  of  mine  was 
turning  a stone  over,  he  found  a 
Polia  Tincta.  It  was  aboui  four 
miles  from  here  in  Lancashire  ; 
indeed  one  may  class  all  my  captures 
almost,  as  Lancashire  specimens. 
All  have  been  taken  within  four 
miles  of  the  division  of  the  counties, 

Hipparchia  Blandina. 

Lithosia  Mesomelia.  Flying  ’ at 
dusk. 

L.  Complanula. 

Hemithea  Thymiaria. 

Hyria  Auroraria. 

Acidalia  Promutata. 

A.  Immutata. 

Larentia  Salicata.  Second  brood, 
and  very  small  compared  with 
those  of  April  and  May. 

L.  Olivata. 

Emmelesia  Bifasciata. 

Eupithoecia  Pygmeata. 

E.  Expallidata. 

E.  Venosata. 

Erepana  Falcula.  20th  July,  in 
fine  order. 

Bryophila  Perla.  Large,  on  rocks, 
not  near  any  dwelling. 

Dianthcecia  Carpophaga.  Larva. 

Stillia  Anomala. 

Schranlda  Turfosalis, 

Crambus  Selascllus. 

C.  Falsellus. 

C.  Inquinatcllus. 

C.  Geniculellus. 
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Tortrix  semialbana. 

Peronea  tristana. 

Spilonota  dealbana. 

S eric  oris  conchana. 

Euchromia  purpurana.  Among 
scraggy  brambles.  This  is  an  Isle 
of  Wight  species. 

Anchylopera  Dirninutana. 

Grapholita  Geminana. 

Poeclisca  Solandriana. 

Ephippiphora  Scutulana. 

Semasia  Rufdlana. 

EicrorampJict  Consortctna. 

E.  Acuminatana. 

Gatoptria  Ccecimaculana. 

Trycheris  Mediana. 

Plutella  Annulatella. 

Eepressa/ria  Pulcherrimella. 

E.  Carduella,  (?)  Bred  from  larva 
found  mining  thistle  leaves. 

Gelechia  Sangiella,  Bred  from 
larva  found  in  twisted  shoots  of  the 
Yellow  Rattle. 

G.  Tenebrosella. 

ArgyrestTiia  Aurulentella. 

Zeleria  Hepariella.  Now  out 
fresh. 

ElacMsta  Adscitella.  Not  uncom- 
mon here. 

Opostega  Salaciella. 

Pterophorus  Ochrodactylus. 

P.Lithodadylus. 

P. (?) 

J.  B.  Hodgkinson,  Wither  slack, 
Newton-in-Cartmell,  August  16, 1863. 


EXCHANGE,  ETC- 

Lepidoptera  to  Exchange. — I have 


one  or  two  specimens  of  L.  putrescens, 
in  good  condition,  which  I should  be 
glad  to  exchange  for  the  following 

P.  daplidice. 

A.  lathonia. 

C.  dispar. 

D.  euphorbice. 

D,  galii. 

C.  bicuspis. 

S.  fagi. 

N.  tritophus. 

E.  chaonia. 

P.  niobeculosa. 

E.  pulchella. 

G.  ilicifolia. 

C.  ridens. 

A.  alni. 

N.  ditrapezium,. 

G.  gnaphalii. 

E.  oo. 

I have  also  duplicates  as  below : — 
P.  Arion. 

A.  lunigera. 

A.  corticea. 

H.  hispida. 

E.  conspersa. 

L.  lobulata. 

L.  sinapis. 

A.  saucia. 

E.  nigra. 

X.  rhizolitha. 

X.  Lithorlma. 

P.  Adonis. 

C.  curtula. 

A.  connexa. 

A.  citraria. 

G.  taminata. 

X.  petrificata. 

A.  australis. 
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T.  rubricosa. 

T.  mundcc. 

T.  piniperda. 

P.  chi. 

V.fiavocinda. 

A.  prodromaria. 

T.  alveohis. 

A.  herbida. 

A.  villica. 

S.  tilioe. 

A.  ripce. 

X.  hepatica. 

M.  anceps. 

L.  conigera. 

A.  lucernea. 

C.  cubicularis. 

A.  luctuosa. 
n.  Thalassina. 

A.  puta. 

T.  inter jeda. 

Some  of  my  wants  are  : — 
P.  interrogationis. 

II.  adusta. 

C.  solidagiuis. 


T,  subiusa. 

T.  retusa. 

A.  ravida. 

A.  unanimis.. 

A.  ophiogramma. 

II.  suasa. 

A.  prcecox. 

I have  many  duplicates  of  other 
species,  and  if  correspondents  would 
send  marked  lists  of  wants  I would 
return  mine,  but  they  are  chiefly 
local  and  rare  species.  Any  person 
who  does  not  receive  a reply  within 
a week,  must  conclude  that  what  he 
offers  is  not  required.  Frederick 
Buckton,  6,  Beech  Grove  Terrace, 
Leeds. 

N.  I) idea. — I have  fertile  eggs  of 
this  species ; and  shall  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive offers  of  eggs  or  larvai  of  any 
local  species.  Edward  Meek,  5, 
King  Street,  Old  Ford  Load,  London, 
N.E. 
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A PLACE  FOE  EVERYONE, 


/ANCE  upon  a.  time,  there  was 
^ a youthful  watchmaker,  who 
had  long1  been  looking  forward  to 
the  day  when  he  was  to  put  together, 
for  the  first  time,  the  numberless 
.wheels,  springs,  and  chains  which 
form  a watch.  Of  course,  many 
hands  had  been  at  work  already  on 
the  wonderful  piece  of  mechanism. 
One  artificer  had  been  preparing  the 
main  spring,  another  the  regulator, 
and  others  the  wheels.  Now  this 
youth  was  of  a sanguine,  hasty 
temper,  and  we  shall  see  how,  in 
his  anxiety  to  gratify  his  ambition, 
he  led  himself  into  a failure.  It  so 
happened  that  all  the  workmen 
einployed  on  preparing  the  several 
parts  of  the  watch,  had  not  com- 
pleted them  at  the  time  when  they 
should  have  been  in  his  hands ; 
but  he,  without  even  finishing  that 
portion  of  the  preliminary  work 
which  was  committed  to  his  care, 
hastily  gathered  together  the  hete- 
rogeneous mass  of  unfinished  wheels 
and  untested  springs,  and  attempted 
to  form  them  into  a watch.  Soon 
were  they  placed  within  the  case, 


and  under  his  skilful  care,  wheel 
was  set  to  act  on  wheel,  and 
spring  on  spring,  all  in  due  order. 
This  result  having  been  achieved, 
he  congratulated  himself  on  his 
success,  and  proceded  to  test  the 
efficiency  of  the  instrument  in  calcu- 
lating the  time.  But  with  what 
result  ? To  his  surprise  the  fingers 
remained  motionless,  and  every 
effort  that  he  used  only  served  to 
demonstrate  the  fact  that  his  watch 
would  not  go. 

Now  is  it  not  quite  possible  that 
the  above  anecdote  may  convey  a 
lesson  to  entomologists  ? Are  not 
too  many  of  us  trying  to  put 
together  the  parts  of  the  watch, 
and  form  an  harmonious  whole, 
while  we  should  be  much  better 
employed  in  working  steadily  at 
just  one  wheel?  But  we  will  ex- 
plain. 

It  is  a very  agreeable  thing  in 
scientific  pursuits  to  generalize,  and 
the  public  generally  accord  by  far 
the  largest  share  of  their  applause 
to  the  man  who  does  so.  It  is 
naturally  the  case  that  he  who 
harmonises  the  united  labours  of 
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many,  and  whose  province  it  is  to 
take  in  the  whole,  and  exhibit  their 
practical  result,  will  be  regarded  as 
the  principal  discoverer.  Conse- 
quently all  are  anxious  to  occupy 
this  position.  The  question  is, 
whether  many  of  us  do  not  gather 
hastily  together  a mass  of  unfi- 
nished work,  and  instead  of  labour- 
ing to  complete  even  one  small 
fragment,  attempt,  out  of  the 
whole,  to  make  a watch  that  will  go 
We  cannot  help  thinking  it  pos- 
sible that  some  entomologists  who 
study  insects  of  all  orders  somewhat 
resemble  the  watchmaker  alluded 
to  above.  It  may  be  that  some 
may  have  taken  up  this  broad  system 
of  work  under  the  impression  that 
each  part  is  ready, and  tliattheir  labour 
on  a fragment  would  be  thrown 
away.  Surely  such,  if  there  be  any, 
are  mistaken.  We  cannot  think 
that  entomology  is  in  so  advanced  a 
state  that  the  call  should  be  for 
generalizes.  We  canuot  think  that 
the  wheels  are  all  ready  for  the 
watch.  While  the  “ Annual  ” every 
year  contains  long  lists  of  new 
Btitish  insects,  and  discoveries  of 
species  previously  unknown  to  occur 
in  Great  Britain,  are  so  constantly 
being  made,  that  we  scarcely  know 
from  day  to  day  what  the  British 
list  contains,  we  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  most  solid  advantage 
to  science  is  gained  from  the  labours 
of  those  who  work  persever- 
ingly  at  one  piece  of  work,  of 


dimensions  so  small  as  to  put  a 
thoroughly  efficient  result  within 
their  power.  To  all  young  entomo- 
logists this  particularly  applies.  In 
choosing  your  work,  don’t  fall  into 
the  error  described  above,  and  don’t 
make  up  your  mind  that  you  cannot 
be  happy  unless  working  in  a crowd  ; 
but  work  where  you  are  most  needed, 
even  though  you  work  alone. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cookk, 
Naturalist,  51 3,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 
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All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Ycios,  Woodford,  NJl.  No  notice 
will  be  talccn  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Collecting  Coleoptera. — In  a recent 
article  headed  “ August  ” the  writer 
laments  the  scarcity  of  coleoptera 
during  that  month  and  July,  but 
it  strikes  me  forcibly  that  far  from 
being  the  poorest,  these  are  the 
very  richest  months  of  the  year  for 
beetles,  if  one  only  knew  where 
to  look  and  how  to  catch  them, 
and  I here  intend  to  make  known 
one  or  two  methods  by  which  I 
manage  to  fill  my  bottle,  even 
during  these  times  of  supposed 
famine. 

What  a rare  occurrence  it  is  to 
meet  with  a coleopterist  who  collects 
Hydradephaga,  yet  it  is  this  very 
family  which  is  found  in  greatest 
abundance,  when  nearly  all  others 
mysteriously  disappear.  I cannot 
imagine  why  they  are  so  shunned, 
Geodcphaga  and  Brachelyira  have 
plenty  of  devoted  admirers,  and 
water  beetles  are  much  commoner 
than  the  former,  and  certainly  less 
difficult  to  distinguish  than  the 
latter.  Some  species  of  the  genus 
Hydroporus  are  very  pretty,  and 
those  of  Haliplus  are  scarcely 


inferior.  Thjtiscus  boasts  some  noble 
species,  and  it  may,  perhaps,  be  the 
lot  of  some  out  of  the  way  beetle 
hunter  in  the  North,  to  discover 
Baponicus  in  some  of  those  clear, 
deep  mountain  tarns  so  common 
among  the  Scottish  hills.  Perhaps, 
it  is  because  they  are  so  troublesome 
to  set,  that  they  are  so  neglected, 
and  I am  inclined  to  think  that  this 
is  really  the  case.  There  is  “ a 
trick  in  every  Trade,”  and  the  grand 
secret  in  setting  water  beetles,  is  to 
let  them  lie  among  damp  laurel 
until  almost  putrid.  The  gum  used 
should  be  of  the  thickest  and  clean- 
est description.  Care  must  also  be 
taken  that  they  are  properly  dried 
before  being  placed  in  the  cabinet, 
as  otherwise  they  are  very  apt  to 
induce  mites.  The  larger  species  of 
Thjtiscus,  Acilius,  and  Colymbetce, 
are  best  pinned,  and  a little  careful 
observation  of  their  attitudes,  when 
alive  and  swimming  in  their  native 
element,  will  soon  render  setting 
a matter  of  comparative  ease.  Jly- 
dradephaga  are  found  in  almost 
every  collection  of  water,  from  the 
smallest  dub  on  the  roadside  to  the 
largest  lake  or  river  but,  as  a rule, 
ponds  in  meadows  and  drains  in 
marshes  are  the  most  productive. 
Old  quarries  when  filled  with  water 
yield  many  species,  so  dq  ditches, 
horseponds,  lakes,  rivers,  and 
streams.  These  should  all  be  care- 
fully  and  systematically  searched. 
It  is  no  use  trying  far  from  the 
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edge  when  the  water  is  deep, 
although  in  the  case  of  shallow 
streams  the  middle  is  the  best. — 
T.  Bishop,  6,  Dixon  Street , Glasgow. 

{To  be  continued). 


CAPTURES. 

COLEOPTERA. 

The  following  list  contains  a 
further  account  of  my  doings  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  during 
last  May  and  June : — 

Diodes  orbicularis.  One  under  a 
log  of  wood  near  Epping. 

Ulster  purpurascens.  One  speci- 
men in  Epping  Forest. 

II.  bimaeulatus.  Ditto. 

Saprinus  nitidulus.  Under  a stone 
in  Epping  Forest. 

Dpurcr.a  erstiva.  On  flowers.  Not 
very  common. 

Omosita  discoidea.  Common  on 
old  bones. 

Meligcthes  rufipes.  Abundant  on 
flowere  in  May. 

M.  cencus.  Also  abundant,  with 
the  preceding. 

Cychranms  Intern . On  flowers. 

Cryptophagus  badhis.  On  old  bones. 

C.  vini.  Among  dead  leaves, 
Hainault  Forest. 

Attagenus  pellio.  In  a bedroom, 
The  usual  locality. 

Byrrhus  dorsalis.  Near  Epping. 

Damns  proliferieornis.  One  speci- 
men. 

Hydrobms  Innbatus.  Common  in 
damp  places,  among  fallen  leaves. 


Pliilhydrus  tesiaceus.  A few  speci- 
mens in  a marsh  in  June. 

Splmridium  bipustulatum.  Com- 
mon in  cow  droppings. 

Onthophagus  ecenobita.  Common 
in  Epping  Forest  and  other  localities. 

0.  fracticornis.  Common  with  the 
former. 

Aphodius  erraticus.  One  specimen 
near  Epping. 

A.  ate'r.  Very  common  near 
Epping. 

A.  inqninatus.  Near  Epping. 

A . prodromes.  Hainault  Forest. 

Bucanus  ccrvus.  Common  in 
Sui’rey. 

Diacantlius  bipustulatus.  One  spe- 
cimen. 

D.  holosericeus.  Ditto. 

Agriotes  sputator.  Epping  Forest. 

Telephones  lividns.  Not  common 
in  most  places. 

T.  pclluculus.  Epping  Forest. 

T.  nigricans.  Ditto. 

T.  discoideus.  Ditto. 

T,  bicolor.  Ditto. 

T.  clypeatus.  Ditto. 

T.  melanurus.  Ditto,  abundant. 

T.  tcstaccns.  Ditto  ditto. 

T.  pallidus.  Near  Epping,  scarce. 

Malthodes  marginatvs.  A few  in 
Epping  Forest. 

M.  sanguinolcntns.  Epping  Forest. 

M althinus  flaveolus.  Ditto. 

llaplocnemm  nigricomis.  One 
taken  by  my  brother,  Mr.  J.  11. 
Blackburn. 

Gory  notes  cvrulcus.  A few  in  a 
bed  room.  This  insect,  unlike  its 
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congeners,  appears  to  feed  in  old 
timber. 

Ptilinus  pedinicornis.  With  the 
preceding. 

Odotemnus  grabriculus.  Near 
Epping.  In  a fungus. 

Mycetochares  bipustulata.  One  on 
the  trunk  of  an  old  elm. 

Plilceotrya  rufipes.  One  specimen 
under  a stone  at  Leatherliead. 

Melandrya  caraboides.  Near  Epp- 
ing. 

Pyrochroa  ruhens.  Very  common. 
Anaspis  Gcojfroyi.  Rather  com- 
mon. 

A.  maculatci.  V ery  common  every- 
where. 

Rlvynchites  pubescens.  Not  un- 
common in  Epping  Eorest  and  other 
localities. 

II.  nanus.  Epping  Forest. 

Apion  virens.  Ditto. 

Sitones  regensteinensis.  V ery  com- 
mon. 

S.  sulcifrons.  Scarce. 

S.fiavesccns.  Near  Epping. 

(S',  liumeralis.  Ditto. 

Liopliloeus  nubilus.  One  specimen 
in  Hainault  Forest. 

Omias  brunnipes.  Leatherliead. 
Anthonomus  pedicularms.  Epping 
Forest.  Beaten  from  flowers.  In  May. 
Orchestes  fagi.  Very  common  on 

oaks  (!)  In  June’ 

Acalles  ptinoides.  One  specimen. 
Granvmoptera  Icevis.  Abundant 
on  flowers. 

G.  nificornis.  Also  abundant  on 
flowers. 


Cryptocep halus  aureolus.  A few 
near  Epping. 

C.  labiatus.  One  specimen. 
Goniodena  10 -pundata.  One  speci- 
men taken  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
at  Dartford. 

G.  litura.  Common  on  broom  in 
May. 

Gastrophysa  polygoni.  Epping. 
Adimonia  caprones.  Hainault. 
Luperus  rufipes.  A few  specimens 
beaten  from  birch. 

Hermceopliaga  mercurialis.  Two 
specimens. 

Crepidodera  aurata,  Epping. 

G.  chloris.  Foudras  ? 

Mycetcea  hirta.  Hainault  Forest. 
Ortlioperus  atomus.  Epping. 
Lathridius  nodifer.  One  speci- 
men. 

L.  transversus.  Ditto. 

Corticaria  elongata.  Very  com- 
mon. 

C.  Gibbosa.  One  specimen. 
Pselaphus  Heisii.  Epping. 

Trios.  Blackburn,  The  Yews , Wood- 
ford, N, 

Brachinus  sclopeta  in  Cumber- 
land.— Will  you  please  to  record  the 
capture  of  B.  sclopeta  in  Wastdale, 
or  on  Scawfell.  The  species  was 
sent  to  me,  with  many  others,  in  a 
bottle ; they  were  collected  by  Mr. 
Murton,  of  Silverdale,  in  June. — 
J.  Sidebotham,  Manchester,. 
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Lepidoptera. 

Farther  Captures  at  Cliertsey , July 
24  to  August  1 7 : — 

Platypteryx  Lacertinaria.  July  29. 

Vrepana  Falcataria.  August  5,  7. 

Epione  Apiciaria.  Common. 

Ephyra  Punctaria.  August  11, 
12,  17. 

Astliena  Luteata.  July  27. 

Ligdia  Adustata.  August  14. 

Melanippe  Unangulata.  Common. 

Coremia  Propugnata.  August 
11,14. 

Coremia  Unidentaria.  Common. 

Scotosia  Dubitata.  August  12. 

Xylopltasia  Scolopacina.  One  July 
27.  This  species  was  tolerably 
common  here  last  year  at  bramble 
flowers. 

Cosmia  Trapezina.  Common. 

I have  no  duplicates  of  any  of  the 
above  species. — A.  H.  Clarke,  18, 
Kensington  Parle  Gardens,  W. 

Captures  near  Jlenley-on-Thames. — 
The  following  are  some  of  my 
captures  since  the  10th  July : — 

A.  Papina. 

A.  Galathea. 

G.  Bhamni. 

P.  Palpina.  Mothing. 

L.  Complanula.  Mothing. 

D.  TIamula.  Beating. 

T.  Derasa.  Sugar. 

A.  Psi.  Sugar. 

A.  Hamids.  Sugar. 

L.  Pattens.  Sugar. 

X.  TAthoxylca.  Sugar. 

X.  Polyodon.  Dark  variety,  sugar. 


0.  Morpheus.  Sugar. 

O.  Verbasci.  Larva). 

P.  Chrysitis.  Mothing. 

M.  Maura.  Common,  sugar. 

M.  Typica.  Sugar. 

G.  Nupta.  Sugar. 

0.  Sambucata.  Mothing. 

M.  Margaritata. 

C.  Elinguaria. 

A.  Blomeri.  Beating. 

A.  Immutata. 

A,  Emarginata. 

S.  Clathrata.  Clover  field. 

A.  TJlmata. 

L.  Olivata. 

Y.  Elutata. 

C.  Fluviata. 

C.  Fulvata. 

E.  Apiciaria. 

C.  Sujjumata. 

13.  Verticalis. 

S.  Pundulata.  Light,  common. 
TP.  Proboscidalis. 

E.  Cooper,  Henlcy-on-Thamcs. 

Larva  of  C.  Elpenor .■ — The  larva 
of  C.  Elpenor  has  occurred  here,  on 
the  Thames  banks,  somewhat  plenti- 
fully. Among  others  I have  now 
feeding  up,  is  one  of  the  green 
variety,  which  I have  not  met 
with  before. — H.  Stubbs , Henley-on- 
Thames. 


BOX  HILL  AND  THE  "HILLY  FIELD.” 


There  is  no  month,  perhaps,  in 
which  the  entomologist  gets  so 
much  pleasure  out  of  a day  at  the 
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above  localities,  as  in  July.  I have 
tried  June,  July,  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  I find  the  July  days  delight- 
ful, par  excellence. 

On  a baking  hot  day  in  the  middle 
of  last  month,  Mr.  Leigh  and  I 
started  from  the  Reigate  Town 
Station,  by  the  Box  Hill  train,  pre- 
pared with  pill-boxes  by  the  dozen, 
and  nets  capable  of  great  things. 
On  this  occasion,  I had  wisely  re- 
frained from  any  attempt  to  conceal 
my  character  as  a “ butterfly 
catcher,”  and  exchanged  my  hat  for 
a cap. 

We  were  on  the  ground  marked 
for  our  day’s  work,  by  half  past 
eleven,  and  toiled  up  the  steep  side 
of  Box  Hill,  under  a tremendous 
south  country  sun.  Flitting  over 
the  short  grassy  turf,  there  are 
specimens  innumerable  of  Ablabia 
P ratana,  together  with  Ancliylopera 
Compta.ua. 

Then  on  the  crest  of  the  Hill  we 
pause  for  a minute,  and  gaze  on  a 
view  that  pen  cannot  describe.  The 
valley  winds  among  tree- covered 
hills,  clothed  with  a grass  that  lies 
as  level  and  as  soft  as  velvet.  And 
from  the  woods  below,  peeps  Dork- 
ing— beautiful  in  its  rural  quiet. 
But  most  Londoners  have  seen  it 
for  themselves;  and  to  those  ento- 
mologists who  live  in  the  provinces, 
and  have  not  seen  it,  my  advice  is 
that  they  do  so  as  soon  as  possible. 

So  we  turn  and  descend  into  the 
pretty  valley,  where  huge  vans, 


bearing  loads  of  “ Free  and  United  ” 
Foresters  may  be  seen  at  certain 
festivals  and  on  certain  days  of 
rejoicing  throughout  the  year. 
Happily,  the  “ Free  and  United  ” 
are  enjoying  themselves  somewhere 
else,  and  the  only  sound  we  hear  is 
the  humming  of  thousands  of  in- 
sects over  the  beds  of  wild  thyme. 
Among  other  species,  we  find  our 
pretty  little  favourite  Cledeobia  An- 
gustalis,  and  dashing  over  flowers 
and  grass  and  chalk  are  the 
brilliantly  coloured  P yraustas  P«r- 
puralis  and  Ostrinalis.  Then  a few 
Sericoris  Concliana  are  boxed  on  the 
level  ground  at  the  bottom  of  the 
valley.  Further  on,  we  begin  to 
beat  the  yews,  and  like  bits  of 
yellow  wood  several  Lithosia  Helvola 
fall  to  the  ground  and  are  taken. 

Then  the  curiously  marked  and 
beautiful  Platypteryx  Falcataria, 
reposing  quietly  on  a nettle  leaf  is 
added  to  our  list.  But  what  is  this 
dark  insect  flying  rapidly  over  the 
open  ground  F we  net  him  and  find 
Gnopliria  Bubricollis — an  old  and 
well  known  Box  Hill  species. 

At  last  we  turn  our  faces  towards 
the  Box  Hill  Road  again,  by  which 
we  have  to  get  to  Headley  Lane, 
and  beat  the  row  of  densely  thick 
yews  that  lies  in  our  way. 

The  first  insect  we  meet  with 
here  is  Noctua  Brunnea,  which  makes 
a rush  for  the  long  grass,  and  buries 
his  head  obstinately.  Then  Mela- 
nippe  Galiata  comes  out  of  his 
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hiding  place,  disturbed  by  the  beat- 
ing stick.  In  among  the  huge 
boughs  and  dark  shade  under  the 
trees,  a few  stray  specimens  of 
Scotosia  Rhcvm/nata  make  their 
appearance  ; and  a single  Vetulata 
shows  among  his  dusky  relatives. 
Countless  Eilineata  and  Olivalis 
come  out,  and  fly  into  the  long 
grass;  and  bye  and  bye  Aventia 
Flexula  gladdens  our  eyes.  H&mithea 
Thymiara  occasionally  appears  here, 
as  at  Reigate ; and  a few  Melanippe 
Procellata  are  to  be  had.  The 
boughs  of  the  yew  trees  yield  speci- 
mens of  Eupithcecia  Sdbrinata. 

On  the  dusty  road  again!  We 
hasten  to  the  quiet  of  Headley  Lane, 
and  are  glad  to  get  a drink  of  cold 
and  delicious  water,  at  the  cottage 
on  the  right.  Then  we  make  our 
way  to  the  end  of  the  Headley  Lane 
palings  and  wall ; and  strike  into 
the  trees  that  dot  the  slope  on  the 
left.  First  among  our  captures 
comes  Flexula  again,  then  ApJiomia 
Colonclla.  Here  too  E.  Sobrinata  is 
in  great  profusion  ; and  we  box  a 
specimen  of  lletinia  P inicolana 
seated  on  a huge  fir  trunk.  A little 
fui'ther,  we  take  specimens  of  Pam- 
phila  Comma , and  Hipparcliia  Semele, 


and  the  pretty  little  Tortriccs , Chrosia 
Tesserana,  and  Sericoris  Conchana 
are  in  numbei’S.  Then  comes  a 
lovely  P teropliorus  Microdactylus,  and 
a fine  specimen  of  Xanthosetia 
Zoegana.  Here  too  is  a goodly 
supply  of  P aramesia  Aspersana,  and 
now  and  then  we  catch  sight  of 
X.  Humana.  One  or  two  more 
Flexula  we  beat  out  of  the  dense 
juniper  bushes,  and  Cleora  Liche- 
naria  from  fir.  Truly  it  is  a ground 
swarming  with  insects.  But  I write 
faster  than  we  walked,  and  as  we 
thrash  th£ hedges  and  rush  over  the 
uneven  ground,  the  day  draws  to  a 
close. 

So  farewell,  for  a time,  to  the 
long  slopes,  rich  with  summer 
verdure,  and  echoing  the  song  of  a 
hundred  happy  birds  ! It  is  all  more 
beautiful  than  ever,  as  we  saunter 
back  with  our  spoils  in  the  glorious 
evening  sunlight. 

But  trains  never  wait,  even  for  an 
entomologist,  so  we  reach  Box  Hill 
Station  in  time  to  be  carried  over 
six  miles  of  lovely  Surrey  country, 
and  then  we  alight  at  our  halting 
place  of  old. 

J.  B.  Blackburn. 
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"ITT AS  it  Silvio  Pellico  who 
' ' trained  a spider  to  be  conscious 
of  his  friendship  ? We  read  the 
story  long  ago  ; and  can  remember 
the  thrilling  interest  that  it 
awakened— the  picture  of  the  worn 
out  prisoner,  exchanging  the  signs 
of  regard  with  his  extraordinary 
insect.  Had  the  imagination  of  the 
wretched  captive  been  allowed  to 
expend  its  force  on  the  ordinary 
objects  of  his  fellow  men,  we  can 
hardly  think  that,  in  his  wildest 
moments,  he  would  have  entertained 
such  a manifestly  preposterous  idea. 

Silvio  Pellico  must  have  had 
something  of  an  entomologist  about 
him.  W e can  remember  the  picture, 
in  an  old  edition,  of  the  prisoner 
gazing  mournfully  from  a few  dismal 
holes,  which  represented  a window, 
while  the  noble  spider,  about  the 
size  of  an  ordinary  clothes  brush, 
peeped  on  him  from  a deep  hole  in 
the  wall,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
prepared  for  its  special  benefit. 

And  yet,  perhaps,  we  may  take 
a lesson  from  the  old  story ; and,  if 


we  cannot  get  upon  intimate  terms 
with  insects  themselves,  we  may 
strive  to  become  familiar  with  their 
history  and  habits.  We  may  feed 
them  like  Pellico,  though  we  shall 
take  the  precaution  of  putting  a 
check  upon  their  range  in  our  bed 
rooms ; and  we  may  watch  them 
day  by  day,  and  seek  to  add  new 
facts  and  new  experiences  to  those 
that  others  have  already  gleaned. 

Breeding  is,  undoubtedly,  more 
the  fashion  than  it  was.  Almost 
every  entomologist  does  something 
in  larva  collecting,  and,  in  this,  as  in 
all  other  branches  of  the  science, 
success  attained  is  proportionate  to 
effort  displayed. 

Many  of  our  readers  will  remem- 
ber the  letters  of  “ Q.”  He  had 
not  done  anything  marvellous  ; but 
he  had  joined,  to  energy  and  per- 
severance, an  uncommonly  strong 
power  of  patient  observation.  The 
history  of  insects,  like  the  history 
of  men,  is  made  up  of  little  events. 
W e cannot  look  for  great  revolutions 
in  the  daily  existence  of  either. 
These  little  events  and  character- 
stics  that  one  mtui  may  pass  by 
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enable  another  to  frame  a life  history 
full  of  marvels. 

Are  the  “ breeders”  of  the  present 
day  sleeping,  that  they,  write  no 
notes ; or  writing-,  cannot  publish  ? 
How  and  then,  certainly,  there  comes 
a light  out  of  the  darkness,  and  we 
send  our  subscribers  such  a tit-bit  as 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hellins’s  very  interest- 
ing notes  on  Bqarmia  Cinctaria. 
But  they  generally  rest  in  silence 
and  many  a valuable  hint  is  lost. 

There  are  few-  who  breed  w-ith 
success  anything  but  Lepidoptera. 
Perhaps,  the  other  orders  present 
more  difficulties ; but  there  certainly 
are  entomologists  who  study  them 
with  quite  as  real  an  interest.  Row 
and  then  we  hear  stray  facts  about 
these  “ neglected  orders  ; ” but  their 
history  appears,  to  a great  extent, 
to  be  veiled  in  darkness.  Anything 
that  tells  us  of  the  primary  stages 
of  an  insect’s  life,  has  a double  value  ; 
for  it  serves  as  a stepping  stone  on 
which  to  base  future  discovery. 

Did  Linnoeus,  w-e  wonder,  find  the 
same  difficulty  in  bringing  the 
minute  details  of  a butterfly’s  life  to 
light,  that  our  contemporaries  meet  in 
their  researches  among  the  Diplera, 
Goleoptera,  and  Neuroptera  ? And 
yet  the  lives  of  most  of  our  butter- 
flies are  not  easily  observed.  How 
many  of  our  readers  have  ever  see  n 
the  larva  of  Hipparcliia  Janira  ? one 
of  the  most  abundant  species. 
Perhaps,  we  may  all  have  seen  that 
of  Pieris  Brass  tea' — and  eaten  it  too 


— but  the  secrets  of  these  marvel- 
lous creatures  are  not  easily  dis- 
covered. 

“ He  W'ho  can  see  nothing  to 
admire  in  the  wing  of  a butterfly  ” 
— v-e  quote  from  the  “ Daily  Tele- 
graph,” in  a leader  on  scientific  dis- 
covery— “ is  a dolt” ; but  how  much 
more  should  we  condemn  the  intelli- 
gence of  him  who  could  watch  the 
whole  round  of  an  insect’s  life,  with- 
out feeling  an  intex-est  roused  in  his 
mind. 

And  yet,  such  wonders  of  nature 
are  always  near  us.  Some  men  pass 
through  the  world  with  closed  eyes, 
unconscious  of  half  its  beauty,  and 
only  waking  up,  now  and  then,  to 
stare  at  some  common  phenomenon 
that  the  van  crowd  in  front  of  them 
saw  and  admired  long  before.  Some 
way  in  advance  of  them,  comes  the 
dreamy  minded  man,  who  lifts  up 
his  hands  in  surprise  and  delight, 
because  the  earth  is  a lovely  whole ; 
and  again  we  find  the  highest  intel- 
lect that  can  draw  the  elements 
from  the  grand  mechanism  of 
nature’s  system,  treading  God’s 
paths,  with  reverent  steps,  and 
rendering  worship  to  earth’s  great 
creator. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 
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Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yeivs,  Woodford,  N.E.  No  notice 
will  be  talcen  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


COLEOPTERA. 

Collecting  Coleoptera  ( continued ). 
— Of  course  a net  is  necessary  for 
collecting  Hydradephaga,  and  the 
one  I use  is  made  according  to  the 
following  dimensions: — The  iron 
wire  which  composes  the  ring  is  an 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and 
is  bent  into  the  form  of  a semi- 
circle, the  base  of  which  measures 


fifteen  inches.  The  ends  of  the  wire 
are  prolonged  at  the  top  for  about 
eight  inches  and  by  these  I tie  it, 
with  stout  pack-thread,  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  an  ordinary  walking  stick. 
The  net  is  made  of  a substance  called 
cheese  cloth,  which  may  be  easily 
procured,  andis  about  eighteen  inches 
deep.  Not  liking  the  jelly  bag  prin- 
ciple, I have  it  made  on  that  of  the 
pillow  case,  and  all  the  seams  are 
double  sewed.  The  net  where  it  is 
sewed  to  the  ring,  is  covered  with 
leather,  to  prevent  the  wear  and 
tear  to  which  it  is  necessarily  sub- 
jected. Although  rather  cumber- 
some, it  is  a most  effective  weapon, 
but  those  coleopterists  who  would  use 
it  must  have  a profound  contempt  for 
public  opinion.  I shall  not  soon  for- 
get the  curious  and  astonished  look 
with  which  an  old  country  gentleman 
recently  enquired  of  me,  when  col- 
lecting in  a favorite  marsh,  if  I was 
“ cleaning  the  drains,”  and  when 
assured  that  I was  not  engaged  in 
that  very  interesting  occupation,  his 
final  conclusion  that  I was  a native 
recently  imported  from  France  on 
the  look  out  for  “paddocks,”  the 
illusion  being  heightened  by  my 
having  on  a French  military  cap 
which  I sometimes  wear.  The 
small  fry  of  the  street  too  used  at 
first  to  regard  me  with  jeering 
looks  and  sarcastic  insinuations,  but 
now  they  have  got  quite  accustomed 
to  my  net,  and  confidently  inform 
each  other  that  I am  “ gawu  oot  to 
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catch  baggies.”  In  canals  I find 
but  little  to  repay  me  for  my  trouble, 
probably  because  the  water  is 
usually  deep  at  the  sides,  but  doubt- 
less  those  where  the  banks  slope 
gradually  in  will  repay  a search. 
So  much  for  water  beetles.  Necrop- 
haga  are  very  plentiful  in  Autumn, 
and  I can  recommend  a plan  com- 
municated to  me  by  a friend  some 
years  ago,  as  well  worthy  of  a trial. 
Take  some  ordinary  wide  mouthed 
pickle  bottles,  and  in  each  of  them 
drop  a piece  of  the  lungs  of  a bullock, 
large  enough  to  fill  them  one  fourth 
part.  Then  taking  them  into  the 
nearest  meadow  or  garden,  if  you 
have  one,  bury  them  upright  in  the 
ground,  taking  care  that  the  mouth 
of  the  bottle  be  on  a level  with  the 
surrounding  earth.  Visit  them  daily 
(pulling  them  out  of  their  bed  first 
thing  in  the  morning),  and  turning 
their  contents  out  on  an  old  plate, 
pick  out  from  the  reeking  mass 
beetles  ad  libitum.  You  may,  occa- 
sionally with  advantage  vary  the 
diet  by  dried  bones,  fungi  or  decay- 
ing wood.  By  this  method  I have 
taken  many  species  of  Necrophaga, 
&c.,  &c.  Many  persons  recommend 
the  sweeping  of  grass  and  long 
herbage  during  the  night,  putting 
the  proceeds  of  such  sweeping  into 
a bag  tied  at  the  mouth.  I have 
tried  the  “dodge”  and  caught  no- 
thing of  consequence,  saving  several 
bad  colds  ; that  one  of  a light 
placed  on  a white  sheet  laid  upon 


the  grass,  I have  practiced  with 
like  results.  By  the  way,  I have 
entirely  given  up  putting  corrosive 
sublimate  into  my  gum,  as  I find 
that  it  sooner  or  later  turns  the  card 
yellow,  no  matter  how  small  the 
quantity  used  may  be.  A little  gum 
arabie  is -a' first  rate  thing  to  mix 
with  the  tragacanth,  as  it  renders 
setting  much  easier,  and  if  too  much 
is  not  put  in,  it  does  not  perceptibly 
gloss  the  card.  This  gum  does  not 
spoil  readily  if  kept  in  a dry  cool 
place  and  will  often  keep  for  months. 
— T.  Bishop,  G,  Dixon  Street , Glas- 
goiv. 

Hymenoptera. 

Cynips  Querciis. — While  I was 
at  Hastings  last  winter,  I was 
pleased  with  the  pretty  cane  baskets 
full  of  ferns,  feather  mosses,  and 
primroses,  which  the  children  cany 
about  in  the  streets,  even  before 
the  close  of  January,  and  tempt  you 
to  buy.  The  handle  is  formed  of  a 
string  of  the  hard  round  galls, 
which  are  formed  so  abundantly  on 
the  tops  of  young  oaks  in  the  south 
of  England.  These  the  children 
gather  towards  winter,  when 
sufficiently  hard  to  serve  their  pur- 
pose. The  Gynips  has  usually  ’ere 
this  made  its  exit  from  the  gall, 
leaving  a small  round  hole  on  one 
side — thus  a part  of  the  boring  is 
done.  I have  more  than  onco 
watched  the  tenant  of  the  gall.  A 
bud  of  a terminating  shoot  is  chosen 
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by  the  parent  Gynips.  This  is 
pierced,  and  made  to  assume  the 
form  of  a round  hard  gall,  in  the 
centre  of  which  a single  egg  has 
been  deposited.  The  egg  is  hatched 
in  due  time,  and  the  young  larva 
grows  with  the  gall,  finding  its 
nourishment  in  the  spongy  sub- 
stance that  surrounds  it.  Here  it 
feeds  in  security  till  a further  change 
comes  over  it,  and  it  passes  into  the 
pupa  stage  of  existence.  How  long 
it  continues  in  this  condition  I am 
not  prepared  to  say,  probably  it 
may  depend  on  the  season.  Some 
galls  I have  kept,  through  the  winter 
and  they  have  not  given  exit  to 
their  tenants  till  the  following  sum- 
mer. In  July  of  the  present  year 
I hatched  several  such,  from  galls 
which  I procured  in  my  own  county 
in  the  spring.  The  Gynips  is  not 
so  large  as  the  one  that  is  instru- 
mental in  forming  the  ink  galls  of 
commerce,  produced  on  the  Quercus 
infectoria  of  Turkey  and  the  Levant ; 
but  it  is  not  very  dissimular  in  form 
and  colouring.  The  galls  them- 
selves differ  considerably — the  ink- 
galls  being  of  a woody  nature  and 
granulated — whereas  those  formed 
on  our  British  oak  are  spongy  under 
the  outer  cuticle,  and  mostly  smooth 
or  but  slightly  marked.  I call  the 
gall  fly  “ Gynips  Quercus  ” for  want 
of  a better  name.  No  part  of  the 
oak  seems  free  from  the  attacks  of 
our  numerous  Gynipes — root,  stem, 
branches,  buds,  leaves,  peduncles, 


catkins,  all  form  the  home  of  some 
Gynips  or  other,  and  are  made  sub- 
servient to  its  development. — Peter 
Inch  bald,  Storthes  Hall,  near  Hud- 
dersfield. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — On  a visit  to 
Wotton,  near  Aylesbury,  yesterday, 
I was  presented  with  a specimen  of 
the  above  insect,  which  had  been 
put  “ hors  de  combat  ” two  or  three 
evenings  before  by  a lady  striking  it 
with  her  parasol,  while  hovering 
over  a flower  bed  in  the  garden. 
Although  but  slight  external  marks 
of  injury  are  preceptible,  the  blow 
proved  a fatal  one,  for  after  being 
struck  down,  it  scarcely  moved,  or 
gave  any  signs  of  returning  life, 
but  died  almost  immediately. — S. 
Stone,  Aylesbury,  September  3rd, 
1863. 

Sphnix  Convolvuli. — A fine  speci- 
men of  this  insect  has  been  brought 
to  me  to-day,  by  Mr.  Reed,  who 
took  it  yesterday  on  board  ship, 
when  off  Flamborough  Head,  the 
wind  blowing  off  the  shore  at  the 
time.- — J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  Street , 
Hartlepool,  lsi  September,  1863. 

Captures  near  Tottenham  and 
Walthamstow. — During  the  present 
season  I have  taken  the  following 
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Lepidoptera  in  this  neighbour- 
hood : — 

L.  argiolus.  Common  in  April  and 
May. 

8.  populi  and  tilioa. 

A.  atropos.  A fine  larva  taken  in 
a potatoe  field  at  Darenth. 

C.  ligniperda.  Ve'ry  common  on 
the  trunks  of  willows. 

II.  Jiectus.  Abundant. 

N.  cucullateUa.  Larva  on  haw- 
thorn. 

• 

C.  miniata.  July. 

L.  aureola.  May. 

L.  griseola.  July. 

L.  complarmla.  July. 

E.  jacobea.  Excessively  abun- 
dant. 

A.  mendica.  Several  females  fly- 
ing over  damp  places  in  woods. 
May. 

O.  pudibunda. 

V.  maculata.  Very  common, 

A.  pr unaria. 

C.  elinguaria. 

H.  pennaria.  Larva  on  hornbeam 
in  May. 

P.  pilosaria.  Ditto. 

B.  liirtaria. 

A.  betularia.  Larva  on  Sycamore, 
August. 

II.  dbruptaria. 

B.  repandala  and  rhomb oidaria- 

Common. 

T.  crcpuscularia.  Very  common 
on  trunks  of  trees  in  April. 

P.  cytisaria.  Nine,  beaten  out  of 
broom. 

J.  lactmta.  Very  abundant. 


P.  bajularia.  Eleven,  flying  round 
oak,  July. 

H.  thymiaria.  Very  common. 

A.  luteata  and  candidata. 

A.  bisetata,  incanaria,  remutata, 
imitaria,  aversata , and  emarginata. 

T.  amataria. 

C.  exanthemaria. 

C.  temerata.  Epping,  May. 

P.  petraria.  V cry  common. 

N.  pulveraria. 

II.  rupneapraria,  leucopliearia, 
progemmaria. 

II.  defoliaria.  Larva:  very  common 
on  hornbeam. 

A.  cescidaria. 

M.  occllata.  Rather  common. 

A.  rubidata.  Ditto. 

C.  propugnata  and  ferrugafa. 

E.  mensuraria. 

P.  falcula.  May. 

D.  bifida. 

P.  bucephala. 

V.  camelina. 

D.  coeruleocepliala.  Larva). 

T.  derasa  and  batis. 
p.  Berla.  Very  abundant. 

A.  aceris.  Larva)  on  hoi*se  chest- 
nut. 

A.  viegacephala  and  rumicis. 

X.  hepatica.  Sugar. 

T>.  pinastri.  Frequent  at  sugar. 

C.  cytherca.  Sugar. 

B.  tanebrosa.  Ditto. 

A.  basilinea.  Ditto. 

A.  unanimis.  Ditto. 

A.  segetunu.  Ditto. 

N.  brunnea  and  f estiva.  Ditto. 
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M.  oxycanthoe.  Larvte,  very  com- 
mon on  hawthorn. 

E.  lucipara.  Sugar. 

H.  dentina. 

X.  lithorhiza.  Epping,  March 

G.  umibratica. 

A.  urticoi  and  triplasia.  Flying 
over  nettles. 

A.  pyramided.  Rather  common 
at  sugar. 

M.  maura,  A nuisance  at  sugar. 

William  Cole,  Tottenham,  August 
31st,  1863. 

Captures  in  Westmorland. — Owing 
to  the  wet  weather  and  the  season 
being  now  advanced,  I have  not 
much  to  report  in  the  way  of 
captures.  This  is  my  final  report 
for  the  season.  I shall  not  be  here 
more  than  a week  from  this  date, 
so  I hope  all  my  correspondents  will 
direct  to  me  at  Preston,  or  I shall 
have  double  postage  going  on 
against  me. 

The  season  has  been  a very  poor 
one,  on  the  whole,  for  insect  life, 
still,  by  dint  of  continuous  labour, 
I have  set  5.800  specimens  of 
Lepidoptera,  and  a good  many  Cole- 
optera,  Phryganece,  Uiptera,  Eemip- 
tera,  &c.,  filled  two  bottles  with 
Arachnida,  blown  over  1,000  birds’ 
eggs,  and  shot  and  skinned  a few 
dozen  birds,  to  say  nothing  about 
caterpillars  and  correspondence.  The 
above  gives  an  idea  of  how  much 
rest  and  ease  I have  had.  I in- 
tended to  take  a summer’s  rest  from 


toil  and  business,  and  it  has  been 
the  hardest  I have  had  for  many  a 
year,  but  there  has  been  the  pleasure 
as  well.  I should  have  been  in  pain 
if  I had  been  doomed  to  loiter  about 
some  fashionable  watering  place.  I 
have  a magnificent  lot  of  insects  to 
look  at  and  supply  my  correspon- 
dents with  during  the  winter.  I 
have  met  with  the  following  species 
lately : — 

Gonepteryx  rliamni.  Second  brood. 

Larentia  salicaria.  Ditto.  Very 
small  compared  with  first  brood. 

Noctua  hebraica.  A large  bug 
trailing  it  away  alive. 

Pcedisca  occultana. 

Eicrorampha  simpliciana. 

Depressaria  albipunctella.  Bred 
from  Meadow  Sweet. 

D.  pulcherimella.  From  Juniper. 

Gelecliia  ? From  trunks  of  firs. 

Argyresthia  spinella.  Mountain  ash. 

A . anderegiella.  From  apple  trees. 

Zelleria  insignipennella.  Fir  and 

yew. 

Laverna  chcerophylella. 

Lyonetia  clerlcella. 

J.  B.  Hodgkinson,  Witherslaclc, 
Westmoreland. 


DIPTERA. 


Captures  at  Witherslaclc,  near 
Grange. — July  17 ih  to  2bth. 

Asilus  varipes. 

Empis  lutea. 

Hilara  littorea. 
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Ocydrornia  glabricula. 

Platypalpus  candicans. 

Dolichopus  nubilus. 

Rhaphium  commune. 

Argyra  argentula  and  vcstita. 
Diaphoms  obscurellus. 

Leptis  vanellus. 

Atherix  crassicomis. 

Tabanus  bovinus  and  bromine. 
Chrysops  ccecutiens  and  relictus. 
Nemotelus  uliginosus. 

Ckrysomyia  pallipes  and  nyanci- 
ventris. 

Sargus  nubeculosus. 

Eristalis  sepulchralis. 

Volucclla  injlata. 

Chrysoioxvm  bicinctum. 
Chrysogaster  fumipennis. 
Chrysoclamis  cuprea. 

Cheilosia  lucomm,  oestracea , and 
nigrina. 

Syrphus  umbellatarum. 

Tacliina  vulpina. 

Dexia  vacua. 

Cordylura  pubera. 

Tetanocera  marginata  and  Hieracii , 
the  latter  abundant. 

Palloptera  inusta. 

Ortalis  crassipennis,  omissa.  Abun- 
dant, but  local,  cerasi  abundant,  and 
paludum. 

Trypeta  cognata , arnicoe,  guttularis. 


Absinthii,  arctii,  and  solstitiaKs. 

Cylindrotoma  distinctissima,  Lim- 
nobia  maculata. 

And  many  more,  but  sufficient  to 
show  the  dipterist  that  this  locality 
is  rich  in  the  beautiful.  It  is  the 
same  with  the  Hemiptera,  and  IIo- 
moptera.  — Benjamin  Cooke,  49, 
Ardivich  place,  Manchester. 

EXCHANGE,  ETC- 


Free  Offer. — I have  a number  of 
specimens  of  Agrotis  vaUigera  and 
tritici  to  spare,  which  I shall  be 
glad  to  distribute  on  receipt  of  boxes 
and  postage.  Those  I was  unable  to 
supply  last  year  must  have  prefer- 
ence, but  I trust  I have  enough  for 
all. — J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  Street, 
Hartlepool. 

Offer  to  Exchange. — I have  some 
fine  and  well  set  specimens  of  P. 
comma  and  G.  Plantaginis,  which 
I should  be  glad  to  exchange  for 
good  specimens  of  P.  Gratoegi,  C. 
liyale,  P.  Adonis,  T.  quercus,  M. 
Athalia,  S.Paniscus,  S.Bombyliformis, 
S.fucifomvis,  G.porcellus,  C.  aff  nis,  M. 
hastata,  and  M.  albicillata. — W.  E. 
Parsons  New  Road,  Ay lesb any,  Bucks. 
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BEWARE  OF  TRAPS  I 


T OOKING  over  a mass  of  old 
letters,  a few  days  ago,  we  came 
upon  the  following  note  in  one  of 
them : — “ I would  have  sent  the 
insects  to-day  ; but  am  without  a 
suitable  box.  I suppose  people 
dont  like  to  return  boxes  empty; 
but  appropriating  them  seems  a 
curious  way  of  satisfying  their 
consciences.” 

We  can  only  say  that  we  most 
entirely  concur  with  the  opinion  of 
our  friend  ; and  as  there  is  no 
tribunal  for  appeal,  no  “ M.C.C.”  in 
entomological  matters,  we  will  take 
the  opportunity  of  saying  a few 
words  upon  this  subject. 

There  may  be,  and  we  .suspect 
that  there  is,  a convenient  theory 
current,  which  makes  post-boxes, 
pill-boxes,  and  such  small  fry  of 
apparatus,  common  property ; but 
this  theory  has  no  very  solid  founda- 
tion in  common  sense.  If  a generous 
entomologist  offers  to  distribute 
freely  a mass  of  local  and  interest- 
ing species — and  it  is  the  benevo- 
lent who  are  most  liable  to  suffer 


from  this  abuse — it  is  hardly  fair 
that  he  should  be  doomed  to  lose 
sight  of  his  boxes  as  well  as  his 
specimens,  even  though  the  reason 
exist,  which  our  correspondent  in  his 
willingness  to  find  excuse  for  these 
annoying  delays,  suggests. 

Some  of  our  readers  may  have 
met  with  Mr.  Thomas  Moore’s  clever 
and  satirical  “ Speech  on  the  Um- 
brella Question,”  supposed  to  be 
spoken  by  Lord  Eldon,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  Mr.  Bell’s  leaving  his 
umbrella  in  the  House  of  Peers. 
The  satirist  makes  the  speaker  in- 
sist, in  some  very  indignant  verses, 
on  the  right  to  retain  anything 
once  left  in  the  hands  of  that  noble 
body.  Now  we  do  not  suppose  that 
anyone  will  go  to  such  a length  as 
to  endorse  Mr.  Moore’s  opinion  : — 

“ I will  always  maintain 
That,  once  having  taken  men’s  rights,  or 
umbrellas, 

Wo  ne’er  should  consent  to  restore  them 
again.” 

Probably,  there  is  always  a per- 
fectly honest  intention  of  restoring 
the  detained  property ; but,  mean- 
while, the  sender  is  in  a fix.  The 
worst  part  of  his  position  is  that 
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gentlemanly  feeling  and  courtesy 
debar  bim  from  securing  the  return 
of  his  borrowed  boxes.  A box  is  too 
small  a matter  for  anyone  to  go  to 
war  about ; in  fact  the  laxity  of  any- 
thing like  a punctual  system  in  this 
respect,  is  too  well  known  to  create 
much  uneasiness.  Nevertheless,  we 
are  sure  that  our  subscribers  will 
take  it  in  good  part,  if  we  point  out 
the  necessity  for  preventing  the  in- 
convenience which  inevitably  arises 
from  undue  carelessness. 

There  is  quite  enough  annoyance 
and  loss  in  store  for  any  entomologist, 
wlio  intends  establishing  a wide 
correspondence,  from  the  casual 
breakages  which,  occur  in  the 
carriage  by  post,  to  make  any  aug- 
mentation of  the  evil  undesirable. 
Besides  the  keeping  of  boxes,  until 
an  opportunity  shall  occur  of  send- 
ing back  some  substantial  proof  of 
the  receiver’s  gratitude,  is  so  ex- 
ceedingly unsatisfactory  a method  of 
making  a return,  as  to  cancel  the 
advantage  of  the  return  itself. 

We  would  therefore  recommend 
our  readers  to  consider  the  question, 
in  their  future  correspondence,  and 
we  may  assure  them  that  we  ex- 
press a feeling  very  widely  enter- 
tained, in  what  we  say  upon  this 
subject.  At  the  same  time,  we  owe 
our  thanks  to  the  contributor  who 
called  our  notice  thereto,  feeling 
assured  that  he  will  excuse  our 
making  use  of  his  words,  in  point- 
ing out  a general  opinion. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxfoi’d  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews , 1 Voodford,  N.E.  No  not  ice 
tuill  be  talcen  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


POETRY. 


A Life  Lesson. 

He  dwelt  beside  a southern  sea  ; 

Beside  the  woods  of  waving  fir ; 
A follower  of  nature  he — 

A loyal  friend  and  worshipper : 
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And  day  and  night  he  loved  to  trace 
The  workings  of  her  wondrous 
will ; 

And  cunning'  marvels  that  fulfil 
Each  inward  change  and  outward 
grace. 

And  often  in  some  silent  glade, 

That  deep  in  summer  verdure  lies, 
Alone,  he  wandered  to  invade 

Sweet  gems  of  Nature’s  sanctua- 
ries. 

And  in  the  smallest  flower  that 
grew — 

Grass-hidden,  tiny  sentinel, 

W atching  the  summer  sun,  he  knew 
A God’s  device  ; and  loved  it  well. 
For  him  the  tiny  insect  hummed 
A very  clarion  note  of  mirth ; 

His  spirit  gladdened  at  the  birth 
Of  every  dawning  leaf  that  bloomed. 
At  dewy  morn,  and  sunny  eve, 
Dim-mirrored  in  tranquillity, 

He  caught  the  centre  beams  that 
leave 

The  distant  portals  of  the  sky. 

Each  tenant  of  a bud  or  blade ; 

Each  little  form  that  held  its 
lease, 

Of  joyous  living,  soon  to  fade ; 

Of  transient  beauty  soon  to  cease ; 
Each  lip  that  drank  the  fallen  dew ; 
Each  note  that  chirruped  to  the 
breeze, 

And  rose  and  fell  among  the  trees, 
And  singing  loud  and  louder  grew. 
Were  but  the  daisy  born  again, 

The  flower  that  knew  another 

sky, 


And  grew  to  witness,  not  in  vain, 
The  presence  of  divinity. 

Oh  ! call  him  foolish  if  you  will ! 

A silent,  dreamy,  moping  sage ! 

I list  he  knew  the  streams  that  fill 
The  happy  tide  of  every  age. 

And  this  I know,  beyond  a doubt, 
That,  if  he  ever,  dreaming,  caught 
One  truth,  he  had  not  lived  for 
naught ; 

Such  truths  are  worth  the  finding 
out. 

Go  each  his  way  1 The  dreamers 
tread 

A way,  that  we  have  all  confessed 
Is  moulded  by  the  Fountain-head ; 

I judge  their  way  to  be  the  best. 

, N.  N.  N. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Lepidoptera. 

Are  the  Smerinthi  double  brooded  1 
—As  none  of  the  works  on  Lepidop- 
tera, that  I have  seen,  state  that 
S.  Populi  is  double  brooded  ; and  as 
some  of  my  friends  seemed  ignorant 
of  that  fact,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
it  might  be  unknown  to  others  of 
your  readers. 

Last  Autumn,  my  friend  E.  Cooper, 
Esq.,  of  St  Leonard’s,  sent  me  a 
consignment  of  pupce,  which  he  had 
collected  at  Henley-on-Thames, 
among  which  were  some  fine  S.  Po- 
puli.  The  Imago  of  these  began  to 
come  out  in  May,  and  continued  to 
do  so  over  a period  of  six  weeks, 
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until  I had  fifteen  of  various  shades 
of  color.  Among  the  very  latest 
that  came  out,  one  pair  got  in  cop. 
The  female  was  of  a pretty  lilac  tint, 
the  male  deep  grey,  strongly 
marked. 

The  ova  speedily  hatched,  the 
larvce  fed  up  quickly  and  went  down. 
About  ten  days  since,  imagos  made 
their  appearance,  and  within  four 
days,  I had  out  thirteen,  from  the 
twenty-four  pupae  that  went  down. 

Although  these  were  all  bred  from 
the  same  hatch  of  eggs,  and  all  fed 
on  twigs  gathered  from  one  poplar 
tree  (Lombardy),  yet  they  differ 
very  widely  in  color.  Some  are  of 
the  lightest  possible  grey,  others  are 
of  a strong  red  tint,  the  bodies  of 
some  being  quite  pink.  I now  have 
fertilized  eggs  from  the  second 
brood,  the  imagos  of  which,  as  a 
rule,  are  smaller  than  those  of  the 
first  brood. 

As  the  leaves  of  the  food  plant, 
collected  near  London,  are  much  de- 
filed by  soot  and  dirt,  I generally 
well  wash  them  in  pure  water,  and 
placing  the  stalk  in  water,  let  them 
remain  in  a current  of  air,  until  the 
moisture  has  dried  off  the  surface  of 
the  leaves,  before  I place  the  larvce 
upon  them.  I beg  to  recommend 
this  plan  to  those  who  have  to 
collect  their  feeding  plants  near 
large  towns. — William  Horn,  21, 
Belitha  Villas,  Bamsbury  Baric, 
London,  N.,  August  13/./;,  1863. 

i 


Are  the  Smennthi  double  brooded  ? 
— I perceive  the  above  question  has 
been  asked  in  No.  25  of  the  “ Ento- 
mologist,” of  August  1st.  I took  a 
male  specimen  of  8.  Poimli  in  good 
condition,  apparently  not  long 
emerged  from  the  pupa.  Perhaps 
this  may  help  to  confirm  the  opinion 
of  some  entomologists  that  the 
Smerinthi  are  double  brooded,  during 
such  a warm  season  as  the  one  we 
have  just  experienced.  I took  two 
of  S.  Populi  at  the  latter  end'  of 
May ; so,  if  the  insect  is  not  double 
brooded,  it  is  certain  specimens  are 
to  be  taken  during  several  months 
of  the  year. — George  B.  Corbin, 
Bingwood,  Hants,  September  5th, 
1863. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Theda  Belulce  in  Westmoreland. — 
Yesterday,  I saw  a female  Betulce 
on  the  road  side  near  Wliitbarrow. 
I stood  looking  at  it,  folding  and 
spreading  its  wings,  and  walking 
about  on  a bramble  leaf,  to  get  a 
good  stroke  with  the  net,  but  all  in 
vain.  It  did  not  seem  disposed 
to  go  away,  and  I was  obliged  to 
strike  it  as  I best  could,  and  knocked 
it  down  among  the  brambles.  She 
was  not  long  then  in  mounting  to 
the  top  of  some  trees,  where,  in  the 
Hairstreak  fashion,  she  soon  found 
two  mates,  either  to  pluy  or  fight 
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with ; but  I could  not  get  them  to 
leave  their  tree-top  home. — J.  B. 
Hodgkinson,  Wither  slack,  Newton - 
in-Cartmel,  September  4th,  1868. 

Stauropns  Fagi,  near  Henley-on- 
Thames. — Mr.  Stubbs  and  I have 
captured  three  larvce  of  Stauropns 
Fagi  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
town. — Edward  Cooper,  Bird  Place , 
Henley-on-Tliames,  September  8th, 
1863. 

Larvce  of  Acherontia  Atropos. — 
During  the  past  week,  I have  had 
brought  me  two  larvce  of  Acherontia 
Atropos.  One  of  them  is  the  variety 
in  which  the  ground  color  is  brown- 
ish, with  the  lateral  stripes  darker ; 
and  the  anterior  segments  are  white- 
ish.  I have  not  seen  one  like  it 
before. — T.  Wilson,  Holgate,  York, 
September  7th,  1863. 

Acronycta  Alni  near  Ashford. — 
Two  larvce  of  A.  Alni  have  come 
in  my  way  ; but  they  were  both 
dead  before  they  were  offered  to  me, 
having  been  injured.  These  were 
found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ash- 
ford, Kent. 

I have  now  had  four  of  these 
larvce  at  different  times,  having  bred 
two  in  former  seasons,  and  from  the 
various  notices  recorded  of  its  ap- 
pearance within  the  last  few  seasons, 
it  is  apparently  becoming  less  rare 
than  it  has  been  hitherto  considered. 
It  is  decidedly  polyphagous — out  of 


these  four  specimens  two  were  found 
upon  beech,  one  on  hop,  and  one  on 
elm  ; this  latter  also  eat  some  alder ; 
and  I have  heard  of  one  larva  that 
was  found  on  crab. 

Two  larvce  of  S.  Convolvuli  were 
brought  to  me  during  my  absence 
from  home ; but  having  been  badly 
managed,  in  consequence,  have  both 
died.  The  perfect  insect  was  also 
brought  to  me,  during  the  time  these 
larvce  were  living. — W.  Oxenden 
Hammond,  St.  Alban's  Court , Wing- 
ham,  September  6th,  1863. 

Various  Captures  in  Dorsetshire. — 
I have  taken  a larva  of  N.  Alni, 
which  is  full  fed  and  spun  up  so  I 
hope  to  rear  it,  though  rather  a 
difficult  species  in  general.  The 
female  of  Sirex  Gigas  is  not  rare 
here,  though  the  male  is.  The 
station  master  at  Sherborne  showed 
me  one  to  ask  its  name.  It  is 
attached  to  larch,  and  S.  juvencus  to 
Scotch  fir.  Geom  dimidiata,  one 
Theda  Quercus,  Gyrinus  villosus  have 
turned  up. 

Limnobia  6-guttata  is  one  of  the 
rarest,  most  local,  and  prettiest 
species  ; but  I found  a little  quag  or 
bog,  about  ten  yards  square,  near 
our  house,  which  has  afforded  me 
tolerably  good  sport  lately.  I,  and 
my  sons,  have  taken  a tolerably 
large  number  of  species  this  year ; 
though  few  indeed  of  any  great 
value,  or  new  to  me. 
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Amongst  other  insects  I took  : — 

Perilampus,  which  looks  rather 
different  from  continental  one. 

Hilara  melcinocephala  (Curtis), 
male,  and  female  for  the  first  time. 

Bombyx  Dominula  in  plenty,  in 
one  wood  only — not  seen  for  twenty 
years  before. 

Bombyx  Caja.  Bred  several,  but 
no  variety. 

Bombyx  Potatoria.  Had  several 
of  the  “ cannibal  ” larva?,  and  not 
bred  one ! 

Tetyra  (?)  Maura  ( one  only), 
took  one  last  year  in  the  same  wood. 

Bombyx  CEsculi , picked  up  a poor 
female  with  short  wings. 

Selandria  Ovata. 

Tortrix  ulmana. 

„ carbonana. 

„ hamana. 

My  second  son  took  a female 
Oxycera  pnlcliella  (or  0.  rara, 
Walker ),  on  July  25th.  I took  the 
male  on  August  1st,  last. 

I have  bred  a few  Trocliilium 
Bembeciformis  this  year.  I had  one 
poplar  stem  infested  ; but  no  Api- 
formis.  Took  two  blaelc  varieties 
of  Tinea  Curtisella  one  day. 

J.  C.  Dale,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 

[Our  readers  must  hold  us  re- 
sponsible for  the  miscellaneous 
character  of  the  above  notes.  They 
are  all  compiled  from  private  letters, 
from  which  Mr.  Dale  kindly  allows 
us  to  extract  anything  of  interest 
for  publication. — Ed.] 


Captures  near  Woodford. — I have 
hardly  done  anything  in  the  Lepi- 
doptera,  during  the  last  few  weeks. 

In  the  absence  of  other  matter, 
however,  I may  give  a few  notes. 

Tliecla  Beluloe.  Of  this  lovely 
insect,  I had,  like  Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
the  pleasure  of  seeing,  and  the 
mortification  of  missing  a specimen 
in  Epping  Forest. 

Nonagria  Fulva.  One  in  the 
Forest,  on  a marshy  piece  of  ground, 
at  dusk. 

Cosmia  Difinis.  Not  uncommon 
at  sugar,  particularly  near  Ching- 
ford. 

Cosmia  A finis.  Scarce. 

Polia  Chi.  Dunham  Park,  Bow- 
don,  while  collecting  with  m37  friend, 
Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart. 

Cucullia  Scrophularice.  I believe 
that  I have  one  pupa  from  larva 
taken  on  Mickleham  Downs,  In7  my 
brother,  Mr.  T.  Blackburn.  I cannot 
be  quite  certain  of  this,  however. 

Amphipyra  Pyramidea.  Rather 
common  at  sugar,  near  Woodford. 

Pyralis  Costalis.  On  palings, 
Woodford. 

Endotridia  Flammealis.  Rather 
common,  some  weeks  since,  in 
Epping  Forest. 

Crambus  Pinetellus.  One  in  the 
Forest. 

Larentia  Didymata.  A very  pale 
variety  at  Buxton,  Derbyshire. 

Peronea  Favillaceana.  Very  com- 
mon, both  at  Bowdon  and  about 
Woodford. 
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Carpocapsa  Splendana , Woodford, 
near  a row  of  oak  trees. 

I quite  agree  in  tlie  general 
opinion  about  sugaring.  Sucb  species 
as  Polyodon  and  Maura  are  about 
the  general  run  of  my  captures, 
and  very  few  of  them.  No  doubt, 
they  find  it  very  good  fun,  for  I 
never  disturb  them.  The  neighbour- 
hood of  Chingford  lias  been,  I think, 
a shade  better  than  Woodford.  I 
had  an  evening  there  with  my 
friend,  Dr.  Gill,  and  we  did  see  a 
few  adventurous  Diffinis. 

I beat  a variety  of  Epliyra  Punc- 
taria,  some  time  since  in  Epping 
Forest.  This  is  a grand  district 
for  the  Ephyras ; but  the  Forest  is 
neither  as  large  nor  as  productive 
as  formerly. — J.  B.  Blackbukn. 


EXCHANGE,  ETC- 

PupoB  of  G.  Gurtula. — I have  a 
number  of  pupae  of  this  species,  and 
should  be  glad  to  exchange  them 
for  eggs  of  L.  Pictea  or  P.  Monacha. 
Any  entomologist  desirous  of  ex- 
changing is  requested  to  write  first, 
in  order  to  prevent  disappointment. 
— Robert  Dewse,  Marol  Street , 
Groves,  Yorlc. 

Noctuce  in  Duplicate. — I have 
duplicates  of  A.  Valligera  and  A. 
Tritici , also  a few  M.  Literosa,  which 
I shall  he  glad  to  give  to  anyone 
sending  box  and  return  postage. 

I have  also  a few  specimens  of 


P.  Pulchrina , for  which  I shall  be 
glad  to  receive  offers.  Parties  are 
requested  not  to  send  boxes  for  this 
insect,  before  writing,  and  receiving 
an  answer  from  me,  as  I have  not 
many.  — Richard  Merryweather, 
Towry  Wall,  Hartlepool. 


Gratuitous  Distribution. — I have 
the  following  insects  to  spare,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  to 
whom  they  will  be  useful.  If 
any  of  my  wants,  which  are  nume- 
rous, are  sent,  I will  pay  post- 
age one  way.  Those  who  have 
none  of  my  desiderata  must  send 
return  postage ; but  none  must  send 
a box  before  writing,  as  I have  very 
few  of  some  species  : — 


P.  Machaon. 

H.  Semele. 

H.  Tithonus. 

E.  Blandina. 

G.  C-album. 

P.  Alsus. 

P.  Agestis. 

P.  Artaxerxes. 

P.  Statices. 

S.  Pavonia-minor. 
A.  Pumicis. 

L.  Gonigera. 

L.  Ditharcjyria. 
p[.  Micacea. 

A'  Dasilinea. 

M.  Fasciuncula. 


M.  Furuncula. 

A.  Valligera. 

A.  Gursoria. 

A.  Tritici. 

N.  TJmbrosa. 

P.  Iota. 

A.  Osseata. 

S.  Glathrata. 

F.  Piniaria. 

A.  Zflmata. 

E.  Gentaureata. 
E.  Succenturiata. 
E.  Subfulvata. 

E.  Sobrinata. 

E.  Gervinata. 

E.  Plumbaria. 

E.  Bipunctaria. 


M.  Literosa. 

I have  also  eggs  of  E.  Gervinata. 
J.  E.  Robson,  Olive  Street , Hartle- 
pool. 
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No.  33.]  SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  ‘>6,  1863.  IPeioi  2A 


GENERA  AND  SPECIES  OP  THE  GRAM- 
BIDS  AND  CHILQNID2S. 

From  the  Latin  of  Prof.  P.  C. 

Zeller. 

TTEE  have  been  much  pleased, 
’ ' lately,  by  a work  bearing  the 
above  title.  Mr.  E.  M.  Geldart  has 
requested  us  to  publish  some  extracts, 
which  he  has  forwarded  to  us  ; and 
we  have  great  pleasure  in  laying 
them  before  our  readers. 

While  it  is  regarded  as  a settled 
matter  by  our  most  experienced 
Lepidopterists,  that  the  Chibni&v, 
and  Crambidce  are  properly  placed 
among  the  Fijralides , it  is  somewhat 
surprising  that  there  are  still  those 
who  either  doubt,  or  even  deny  it. 
Foremost  amongst  them  Prof. 
Guenee  claims  our  attention,  as  he 
is  taken  as  a guide  by  most  entomo- 
logists in  France  and  England.  So 
• far  from  recognizing  the  results  of 
the  careful  investigations  and  im- 
provements of  other  clever  and 
discerning  men,  he  has  rejected 
them  with  disdain,  and  still  holds  to 
the  mistaken  notions  of  our  pre- 
decessors, with  respect  to  the  Nodua 


and  Pyralides.  He  has  not,  how- 
ever, even  the  merit  of  consistency, 
for  he  has  not  hesitated  to  place  the 
Eudorece,  which  used  to  be  classed 
with  the  Tinece , among  the  Pyra- 
lides. It  would  be  a tedious  task  to 
prove  that  the  Chiloncs  and  Cram- 
bidiv  would  be  removed  with  equal 
justice  from  the  former  group  ; a 
task  which  I should,  however,  have 
undertaken  (though  not  with  any 
hope  of  converting  Guenee),  but  for 
two  reasons ; first,  the  limits  of 
this  work  forbade  it,  and  secondly, 
I was  aware  that  Herr  Lederer,  an 
entomologist  remarkable  for  the 
clearness  of  his  descriptions,  is 
engaged  on  a work  on  the  Classifi- 
cation of  the  Pyralides , in  which  all 
these  points  will  be  set  forth  with 
the  utmost  care  and  accuracy,  and 
illus  Hated  by  figures. 

I wish,  myself,  to  make  a few 

remarks  to  the  following  effect: 

No  one  will  deny  that  among  the 
smaller  lejpidoptera,  the  Crarnbi  and 
Chiloncs  have  special  attractions  in 
the  variety  of  form  and  beauty  of 
coloring,  which  they  present.  On 
this  account,  though  the  number  of 
species  inhabiting  Europe  is  by  no 
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means  small,  so  industriously  have 
they  been  collected,  that  at  the 
present  time,  the  most  distant  parts 
of  the  continent  are  searched  for  the 
discovery  of  new  species,  with  but 
scanty  result.  They  have  accord- 
ingly been  described  in  a variety  of 
works.  The  case  is  very  different 
with  those  kinds  which  the  other 
quarters  of  the  world  produce.  We 
may  see  that  each  continent  has  its 
representatives,  since  from  whatever 
part  of  the  globe  a number  of  the 
smaller  lepidoptera  are  brought, 
Crambidce  have  always  a place 
among  them.  Yet  we  should  be 
much  mistaken,  were  we  to  conclude 
that  because  the  species  so  imported 
are  few  in  number,  the  sum  total  of 
exotic  species  in  existence  is  small 
when  compared  with  those  of 
Europe.  The  cai’elessness,  and  in- 
deed wemightsay  idleness  of  natural- 
ists in  distant  countries  is  almost 
beyond  belief,  as  regards  the  collect- 
ing of  minute  lepidoptera,  though 
they  treat  still  smaller  natural  ob- 
jects with  sufficient  respect.  An 
explanation  of  the  causes  of  this 
defect,  would  be  out  of  place  here. 
That  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  will 
be  readily  allowed  by  such  as  have 
examined  the  contents  of  both  public 
and  private  collections,  and  have 
borne  indignant  witness  to  the 
pitiful  condition  of  the  Cmnibidcc 
and  Chilonidce  therein  preserved. 
Thus,  authors  who  have  written  on 
this  group,  have  passed  over  more 


species  without  a wal'd,  than  they 
have  noticed.  Descriptions  of 
exotic  species  moreover,  as  of  Euro- 
pean, are  scattered  through  various 
books. 

Knowing  that  an  acquaintance 
with  the  present  state  of  knowledge 
is  best  calculated  to  advance  it,  I 
have  resolved  to  collect  together  all 
the  known  species,  and  so  far  as 
possible  to  reduce  them  to  a natural 
arrangement;  a task  more  easy  to 
begin  than  to  complete,  notwith- 
standing the  increased  expedition  of 
our  postal  communication,  and  the 
willingness  of  scientific  men  to  assist 
the  investigations  of  others.  Some 
books  are  of  great  rarity,  and  hardly 
to  be  spared  from  the  owner’s  use. 
The  extreme  brittleness  of  many 
specimens,  when  dead  and  dry,  is  a 
further  obstacle. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York;  J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
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requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  tlie  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  l’espective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.E.  No  notice 
will  be  talcen  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Are  the  species  of  the  genus  Glos- 
tera  treble  brooded? — I ask  because 
I have  just  bred  a male  G.  Anacho- 
reta,  from  some  half-grown  larvae 
sent  to  me  on  August  the  11th,  by 
Mr.  W.  Porteus,  and  these  I con- 
clude by  analogy  of  G.  Gurtula,  were 
the  produce  of  a second  brood  of 
moths.  For  my  second  brood  of 
Gurtula  appeared  between  July  11th 
and  30  th ; the  eggs  laid  by  them 
hatching  on  the  28th  of  that  month, 
and  six  days  later  (i.e.  August  3rd), 
I received  eggs  of  Anachoreta , from 
Mr.  Birchall,  the  larvae  from  which 
are  still  feeding,  a few  only  having 
spun  up.  I therefore  conclude  that 
Mr.  Porteus’  larvae  were  also  the 
third  brood  in  the  year,  although 
produced  a little  earlier  than  Mr. 


Birchall’ s ; I received  them  about  a 
week  later,  and  they  appeared  to  be 
then  about  a fortnight  old.  Perhaps 
one  or  other  of  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  I have  referred,  would  solve 
the  question,  as  no  doubt  they  are 
able.  Oddly  enough,  I also  found  a 
specimen  of  G.  Gurtula  in  my  breed- 
ing cage  yesterday,  being  one  of  the 
same  brood  as  those  which  appeared 
in  July  ! ! I had  supposed  that  the 
remaining  pupae  were  either  dead  or 
going  to  remain  through  the  winter. 
I have  also  a small  batch  of  Gurtula. 
larva  nearly  full  fed,  which  I had 
supposed  were  to  supply  the  spring 
brood  of  moths,  until  this  specimen 
of  Anachoreta  appeared,  produced 
from  an  almost  contemporaneous 
brood.  It  remains  to  be  proved 
whether  they  will  put  in  an  appear- 
ance this  year. 

My  only  captures  during  the  late 
cold  and  rainy  weather,  have  been 

X.  Silago. 

X.  Ferruginea. 

L.  Testacea. 

A.  Litura. 

G.  Testata. 

I am  trying  to  rear  the  curious, 
but  tiresome  hybernating  larva;  of 
Pericallia  Syringaria  through  the 
winter.  I believe  they  continue  to 
expect  food  all  the  year  round,  and 
fortunately,  privet  is  to  be  had.  You 
shall  hear  more  of  them  if  I am 
successful.' — Rev.  Percy  Andrews, 
Lilleshall,  Newport,  Salop,  Septem- 
ber Uth. 
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CAPTURES; 


Lepidoptera. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — I received 
a specimen  of  this  insect  by  post 
yesterday  morning.  It  was  sent 
alive,  so  you  may  picture  to  your- 
self the  condition  it  was  in.  I do 
not  know  who  sent  it,  or  where 
it  was  captured ; but  as  the  Ayles- 
bury post  mark  appeared  on  the 
box,  it  was  probably  obtained  in  the 
same  neighbourhood  as  the  one 
respecting  the  capture  of  which  I 
sent  you  a note  on  the  3rd  inst. — S. 
Stone,  Brighthampion , September 
1 7 th. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — A damaged 
specimen  of  this  insect  was  taken  in 
my  conservatory  this  morning. — 
Rev.  G.  W.  Braikenridge,  M.A., 
Clevcdon,  September  7th. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli , &e. — I have 
great  pleasure  in  reporting  the 
capture  of  Sphinx  Convolvuli,  which 
was  brought  to  me  on  August  23rd 
— a fine  specimen ; and  another  was 
taken  by  my  brother  on  Septem- 
ber 9th. 

In  May,  1 862, 1 captured  a female 
Selenia  Lunaria,  which  deposited  me 
thirty  eggs.  These  hatched  about 
the  20th  of  June.  I fed  them  on 
ash,  and,  in  May  last,  1 had  ihe 
pleasure  of  seeing  twenty-four 
imagos,  all  in  splendid  condition, 
from  which  I got  fertilized  eggs, 


which  have  hatched  and  fed  up.  I 
hope  to  have  a nice  lot  next  May. — 
James  Vorlet,  Ahnondbury  Bank, 
Huddersfield,  September  13th. 

Thecla  W-album , &c.  — I have 
lately  met  with  T.  Crateegi.,  L.  Ces- 
pitis,  and  E.  Tiliaria,  at  light — the 
latter  as  early  as  8.30.  E.  Angula- 
ria  at  rest  on  a beech  tree,  just 
emerged  ; C.  Psiiticata  and  L. 
Litcrand  netted,  with  a few  other 
commoner  insects. 

You  asked  me  for  a description 
of  the  larva  of  Theda  W-album.  I 
will  copy  from  my  notes  : — • 

“ 1860.  June  15th. — On  a gate 
post  I found  a larva  I had  never 
before  seen.  It  was  onisciform, 
color,  pale  yellowish  green,  covered 
with  downy  short  hairs  ; and  on  the 
back,  a double  row  of  raised  dots,  of 
the  same  color  as  the  lai~va.  Down 
the  sides  were  some  indistinct  oh. 
lique  lines  of  a brighter  green. 
Head,  small  and  black.  Gave  it  all 
kinds  of  food  suitable  for  the  various 
species  of  Theda.  It  crawled  rest- 
lessly about,  but  the  next  day  it  ato 
a little  bramble. 

June  25th.— Pleased  this  morning 
to  find  the  larva  above  described  had 
turned  to  a pupa.  It  never  partook 
of  food  after  the  16th,  but  crawled 
about  for  a day,  and  then  settled 
itself  on  a flower  pot  containing  its 
food. 

June  27th- — -The  above  pupa  was 
first  green  ; but  has  now  become 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


261 


brown.  It  is  covered  with  slight 
bristles. 

July  17th. — The  above  mentioned 
pupa  produced  to-day  a small,  but 
very  perfect  specimen  of  Theda 
W-album. 

Mrs.  Hutchinson,  Grantsfield, 
Leominster , September  \4dh. 

Geometrina  in  Surrey  and  Sussex' 
— During  a stay  of  a few  weeks,  in 
the  summer,  at  various  places  in 
these  counties,  I met  with  the  follow- 
ing Geometrina , among  other  Lepi- 
doptera : — 

Epione  Apiciaria.  Mothing,  com- 
mon. 

Ellopia  Fasciaria.  Leith  Hill. 

Cleora  Lichenaria.  Reigate  and 
Box  Bill. 

Boarmia  Abietaria. 

Tephrosia  Laricaria.  In  July  ! 

Iodis  Vernaria.  Reigate. 

Hemithea  Thymiaria.  Very  com- 
mon. 

Ephyra  Omicronaria.  Middle  of 
July ! 

Acidalia  Ornata.  Scarce  this  year. 

„ Inornata.  Balcombe. 

„ Emarginata.  Common. 

Bradyepetes  Amataria.  Common. 

Macaria  Liturata.  Leith  Hill. 

Fidonia  Piniaria.  Balcombe,  &c. 

Aspilates  Gilvaria.  Near  Dorking. 

Ligdia  Adustata.  Beating. 

Eupithcecia  Assimilata.  Beating. 

„ Sobrinata.  Common, 
beating. 


Eupithcecia  Pumilata.  Beating, 
Leith  Hill. 

Eupithcecia  Coronata.  Common. 

Melanthia  Bubiginata.  Reigate, 
beating. 

Melanthia  Albicillata.  Reigate, 
beating. 

Melanippe  Procellata.  V ery  com- 
mon, particularly  near  Betchworth. 

Melanippe  Unangulata.  Abundant. 

„ Bivata. 

„ Galiata. 

Phibalapteryx  Tersata.  Common, 
Betchworth  and  Reigate. 

Scotosia  Vetidata.  Box  Hill. 

„ Bhamnata.  Ditto. 

„ Undulata.  Leith  Hill, 
rather  common. 

Cidaria  Picata.  Very  common, 
Reigate,  &c. 

Eubolia  Plumbaria.  Generally 
common. 

Eubolia  Bipundaria.  Swarming 
on  the  chalk  hills. 

Tanagra  Ghceropliyllata.  Three 
Bridges. 

J.  B.  Blackburn. 

Lepidoptera  at  Whitby. — The  fol- 
lowing Lepidoptera  have  been  sent 
to  me  from  Whitby,  Yorkshire, 
where  they  were  captured.  I believe 
the  locality  is  a new  one  for  some  of 
the  species.  The  list  may  be  of 
interest : — 

Halm  Wavaria. 

Larentia  Didymata. 

„ Gcesiata. 

„ Pedinitaria. 
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Eupithcecia  Castigata. 

Melanippe  liivala. 

„ Montanata. 

Goremia  Munitcita. 

G amp togramm a Bilvneata. 

Cidaria  Immanata. 

„ Suffumata. 

„ Populata. 

„ Miata. 

Ypsipetes  Impluviata. 

„ Elutata. 

Anaitis  Plagiata. 

Emmelesia  Albnlata. 

Agrotis  Porphyrea. 

Amphipym  Tragopogonis. 

Acronycta  Rumicis. 

Noctua  Plecta. 

Polia  Chi. 

Xylophasia  Polyodon. 

Mania  Maura. 

Aglossa  Pinguinalis. 

Scopula  Olivalis. 

„ Etialis. 

Antithesia  Prunicma. 

A much  worn  specimen  of  Sphinx 
Convolvuli  captured  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, was  brought  to  me  on  the 
4th  inst. — Arthur  G.  Latham,  24, 
Cross  Street , Manchester , September 
lltli,  1863. 

Miscellaneous  Captures  near 
Tenby. 

Seeing  by  your  paper  that  Mr. 
Hodgkinson  considers  the  season 
over,  and  that  you  complain  of  the 
paucity  of  captures,  I send  a short 
account  of  some  of  mine.  Insects 
have  been  very  scarce  till  yesterday, 


when  they  were  very  numerous  on 
the  cliffs  opposite  the  Caldy  Island, 
though  I took  very  few  new  to  me. 

On  the  11th  I found  a fly,  Lucina 
fasciata,  on  the  sand  hills  called 
Penelly  Burrows,  of  which  I had 
previously  only  one  specimen  from 
Ireland.  Yesterday  I found  one  of 
Cymatophorus  ferox,  and  several  of 
C.  rapta,  both  of  which  I took  many 
years  before,  near  Torquay,  on  rocks 
covered  at  high  water  by  the  tide. 
Lepidoptera  were  by  far  the  scarcest 
of  insects ; among  them  were  Van- 
essa urticce,  and  Tortrix  littorana, 
but  larva}  of  R.  rubi  were  in  great 
plenty,  with  a few  of  B.  lubricipeda , 
and  I hope  the  variety  radiola,  also 
of  Noctua  pisi , although  no  broom 
was  near.  Other  captures  are  as 
follows,  numbered  as  in  Curtis’ 
catalogue : — 


1040. 

Pterophorus  lithodactyl us. 

1055. 

1 ? Acallia ? 

1065. 

1 ? Delpliax  minuta. 

1094. 

4 7 Acanthia  saltatoria. 

1131. 

3.  Pentatoma  rufipes. 

4.  P.  lurida. 

10.  P.  prasina. 

1137. 

Culcx 7 

1140. 

Chironomus. 

1149. 

(Black  legs)  Ceci- 

dom  yia  - 

7 

1151. 

1.  Psychoda  6-pnnctata. 

7.  P.  h u meral  is. 

1157. 

7.  Limnobia  nemoralis. 

16.  L.  nubeculosa. 

1165. 

6.  Trichoccra  annnlata. 

1175. 

Molobrus. 
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1178.  1 . Bilophus  febrilis. 

1199.  1.  Asilus  crabroniformis. 

1210.  Tachydromyza  arrojans 
1246.  Eristalis  horlorum. 
1300.  12.  Tephritis  marginata. 
24.  T.  contodontes. 

33.  T.  radiata. 

35.  T.  sonchi. 

I have  also  taken,  at  home,  Sar- 
yus  nitidus , S.  flavipes,  and  S.  Beau- 
muri  ? with  many  others. — J.  C. 
Dale,  Cambrian  House , Tenby , South 
Wales , September  15 th,  1863. 


EXCHANGE,  ETC- 


LarvcB , &c.  for  Exchange. — I have 
a superfluous  quantity  of  larvae  of 
L.  Quercus,  and  also  some  good 
specimens  of  V.  Cambrica,  which  I 
will  freely  forward  to  any  person  in 
want  of  them,  on  receipt  of  a bos 
and  return  postage. 

Any  party  wishing  for  either  of 
the  above,  or  both,  will  oblige  by 
sending  as  early  as  possible. — 
Samuel  Gibson,  Hebden  Bridge , 
near  Manchester,  September  15  th, 
1863. 


PRESERVATION  OF  INSECTS- 

I venture  to  draw  the  attention  of 
.entomologists  to  several  communica- 
rtions,  which  have  appeared  in  some 
of  the  monthly  serials,  concerning 
improved  methods  of  preserving 
cabinet  collections  of  insects,  and 


which  communications  I regret  to 
find  have  remained  unnoticed  by 
those  subscribers  to  this  journal, 
who  favor  it,  from  time  to  time, 
with  communications  containing 
much  useful  information.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  mention,  that  the  subject 
has  called  forth  no  observations  in  a 
valued  monthly  contemporary — the 
more  comprehensive  “ Zoologist.” 

It  is  a matter  of  surprise  that 
so  much  apathy  should  apparently 
exist  in  regard  to  this  question.  It 
can  scarcely  be  said  in  extenuation, 
that  we  are  satisfied  with  the  results 
of  our  present  system,  seeing  that, 
notwithstanding  a strict  adoption  of 
the  instructions  laid  down  in  all  the 
text  books,  to  wit : a well  seasoned 
cabinet,  the  driest  situation  the 
house  will  afford,  and  drawers  well 
supplied  with  camphor  — we  are 
continually  complaining  that  our  in- 
sects become  greasy,  that  a subtle 
mildew  will  creep  in,  and  that  living 
insects  revel  destructively  amongst 
our  much  prized  dead  ones.  Nor  is 
this  all ; most  of  us,  I think  have 
experienced,  after  all  the  care 
bestowed,  a sad  feeling  of  disap- 
pointment when  comparing  the 
shrivelled  condition,  and  faded 
colors  of  many  of  our  transfixed 
specimens  of  our  cabinets  with  the 
plump  and  rounded  forms  and  natu- 
ral colors  of  their  living  counter- 
parts. Of  a surety  we  have  no 
reason  to  feel  at  rest,  or  to  congratu- 
late ourselves  on  the  progress  made 
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in  the  art  of  preserving  our  collec- 
tions ; nor  does  it  seem  consistent 
that,  as  followers  of  the  science,  we 
should  give  so  little  heed  to  effectu- 
ally preserve  that  which  has  been 
called  “Nature’s  Library  of  the 
Science.” 

I would  also  remind  contributors 
that  this  subject,  unlike  “lists”  of 
this  or  that  order,  is  not  of  ex- 
clusive interest,  but  should  claim 
the  attention  of  all  who  value  the 
well-being  of  their  own,  or  of  the 
public  collections  of  natural  history  ; 
even  the  coleopterist  cannot  feel 
that  the  imperishable  looking  forms 
he  studies,  are  exempt  from  the 
common  enemies  and  general 
imperfections  of  the  system.  The 
Museum  in  this  town  offers  sad, 
though  far  from  solitary  instance  of 
this.  Students  of  the  science,  with 
plenty  of  time  at  their  free  disposal 
and  the  ready  means  of  procuring 


local  and  other  species,  by  an  ever 
changing  field  of  laboui’,  may  neglect 
or  afford  to  shelve  this  question  by 
unceasing  watchfulness,  the  replace- 
ment of  ruined  specimens,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  soaking,  boiling, 
and  powdering  process ; but  there 
are  many  who  have  not  opportuni- 
ties for  so  doing,  and  to  them  as 
well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  collec- 
tions in  our  Ibcal  and  other  museums, 
effective  preservation,  once  and  for 
all,  is  important  beyond  measure. 

I dare  not  trust  myself  to  refer 
to  the  importance  of  this  subject  in 
connection  with  the  enormous  diffi- 
culties collectors  in  tropical,  and 
some  other  countries,  have  to  en- 
counter in  forwarding  to  us  those 
marvellous  gems  of  insect  life,  that, 
when  seen,  fill  us  with  an  exquisite 
feeling  of  mingled  wonder,  grati- 
tude and  praise. 

(To  be  continued). 
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GENERA  AND  SPECIES  OF  THE  CRAM- 
BIDiE  AND  CHILONIDJE. 

From  the  Latin  of  Prof.  P.  0. 

Zeller. 

No.  2. 

TN  order  that  no  one  may  accuse 
-L  me  of  having  adopted  a de- 
ceptive title  for  my  book,  when  he 
discovers  various  species  wanting 
in  my  list,  I shall  proceed  to  men- 
tion some  works  which  I have  had 
little  or  no  opportunities  of  consult- 
ing, and  some  species  which  I have 
left  out  of  my  enumeration.  I wish 
especially  to  notice  Hiibner’s  work 
on  Exotic  Lepidoptcra.  Several  years 
ago  I procured  the  work,  and  made 
notes  of  what  appeared  likely  to  be 
of  use  to  me,  but  two  figures  of 
Crcimbidce  which  it  contains,  puzzled 
me  so  much  that  I thought  it  best 
barely  to  mention  one  (Agriplrila 
perstricdis ) in  a note,  and  to  omit  the 
other  altogether.  For  Topeutis  res * 
pcrsalis,  which  Hiibner  describes  as 
very  like  Schoenobius  Gigantcllus,  on 
account  of  the  shortness  of  the  hind 
wings  if  I am  not  deceived,  could  not 
with  any  show  of  reason  be  placed 


[Price  2 d. 


in  the  same  genus.  Nor  can  I assert 
positively  that  I saw  all  the  Cram- 
bidce contained  in  the  book.  I once 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Cra- 
mer’s work,  but  cannot  now  remem- 
ber whether  either  Crambi  or  Chi- 
lones; which  could  have  been  described 
from  his  figures,  were  contained  in 
it.  I have  not  been  able,  either,  to 
procure  Donovan  a second  time,  who 
has  figured  only  a few  species.  Peo- 
ple may  be  more  surprised  at  my 
having  left  out  as  many  species  as  I 
have  adopted  of  those  described  by 
Dr.  Clemens  in  his  work  entitled 
“ Contributions  to  American  Lepi- 
dopterology,”  of  which  I reason  why 
Or  ambus  luteolellus , caliginoscllus, 
matabilis,  elegans , and  ChiJo  mulinel- 
lus,  and  aquilellus  are  wanting  in  my 
list  is  simply  that  I have  never  seen 
them ; and  to  translate  Dr.  Clemens’ 
descriptions  into  Latin,  although 
short  enough,  would,  I knew,  be  a 
mere  waste  of  time,  as,  considering 
the  large  number  of  species,  which  I 
am  sure  must  exist  in  the  more  tem- 
perate parts  of  America,  I should 
have  been  doing  more  to  obscure  sci- 
ence, than  to  throw  any  additional 
light  upon  it.  I was  in  hopes  of  rc- 
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ceiving  from  Dr.  Clemens  himself 
those  species,  which  I had  been  un- 
able to  obtain  from  others,  but  I sup- 
pose that  civil  commotions  have  dis- 
tracted that  gentleman’s  attention. 
They  must,  therefore,  stand  over  till 
such  time  as  they  can  be  described 
with  such  accuracy  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  mistake.  I freely  admit 
that  I have  been  less  anxious  to  ex- 
tract Fabricius’  species  than  those  of 
other  writers.  Coleopterists,  I know, 
have  a very  high  opinion  of  him,  and 
extol  him  to  the  skies;  so  far  as  his 
contributions  to  the  knowledge  of 
Lepidoptera  go,  I should  say  that  he 
has  rather  made  a display  of  the 
most  reckless  indifference,  than  ren- 
dered any  assistance  to  Lepidoptensts. 
It  is  well  to  beware  of  pronouncing 
an  opinion  on  any  of  Fabricius’  spe- 
cies, for  the  next  person  who  at- 
tempts to  expound  his  meaning  will 
pronounce  one  entirely  different.  For 
instance,  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  I concluded  that  Pyralis  Sac- 
charalis  of  Fabricius,  was  the  same 
as  Chilo  culmicolellus , whilst  Guenee 
had  identified  it  with  an  entirely  dif . 
ferent  species.*  Thus  although  I 
have  not  been  able  to  collect  the  sum 
total  of  the  Crambidce  and  ClrilonidcB, 
this  defect  I endeavoured  in  some 
measure  to  counterbalance,  by  the 
addition  of  many  new  species  de- 


scribed with  great  care  from  speci- 
mens either  in  my  own  collection,  or 
kindly  lent  me  by  others.  I must 
especially  mention  the  name  of  Herr 
Kollar,  who  forwarded  to  me  all  the 
species  contained  in  the  Imperial 
Museum  at  Vienna.  I would  fur- 
ther remark  that  I have  endeavoured 
in  this  work,  not  only  to  assign  to 
each  species  its  proper  place,  but 
also  to  separate  them  from  one 
another  by  some  unmistakeable  dis- 
tinctions ; and  unless  the  terms  have 
become  so  ambiguous  in  the  present 
day  as  to  he  past  all  recovery,  I feel 
tolerably  sure  that  my  trouble  has 
not  been  in  vain. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street^ 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 


* Note  sur  File  do  la  Reunion,  1802,  p.  70.  Rut  what  is  there  said  of  n smooth 
pupa  may  have  originated  in  a mistake.  Unloss  I am  much  deceived,  a pupa,  which 
l once  saw  covered  with  spines,  such  as  Fabricius  ascribes  to  Pymlis  xa^charalis, 
belongs  t.O  f’k'.l'-i  (■  ultH  )'/ ii. 
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requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.E.  No  notice 
will  be  talcen  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Hymenoptera. 

Galls  on  u Voxel nium  Vitis  Idaia." — 
Can  any  of  your  readers  throw  light 
on  the  tenants  of  the  abovementioned 
galls  ? This  Vaccinium  grows  very 
stuntily  on  many  of  the  mountain 
summits  of  the  lake  district.  I met 
with  it  on  Skidaw,  Bowfell,  and 
Scawfell,  &c.  It  was  on  Green  Gable, 
however,  that  I noticed  the  plant 
producing  these  galls.  The  galls 
are  deep  red;  they  usually  occupy 
the  whole  leaf,  little  being  left,  in- 
deed, of  the  leaf  but  the  peduncle 
that  supported  it.  In  the  centre  of 
the  gall,  feeding  on  its  juices,  is  a 
small, dull,  smoke-coloured  larva, pit- 
ted over  with  dots,  as  is  so  often  the 
case  with  hymenopterons  larvce. 
Judging  from  analogy,  I imagine 


that  the  metamorphosis  must  be 
subterranean.  — Shall  be  much 
obliged  to  anyone  who  can  assist 
me  in  developing  the  life-history  of 
the  insect.  The  plant  was  growing 
nearly  2800  feet  above  the  sea 
level.  — Peter  Inchbald,  ' Storthes, 
Hall,  Huddersfield,  August  31,  1863. 

Lepidoptera. 

Larentia  JDidymata. — As  I notice 
that  the  occurrence  of  a “ very  pale 
variety  ” of  this  little  species  is 
mentioned  in  to-day’s  “ Entomolo- 
gist,” I may  inform  you  that,  at 
Harrogate,  during  the  early'  part 
of  August,  I found  the  very  pale 
form  occurring  quite  as  commonly 
as  the  ordinary  typical  one. — W.  A. 
Lewis,  Harrow,  N.W.,  Sept-  19. 

Paraponyx  Stratiotalis.  — I had 
more  applications  in  answer  to  my 
notice  (vol.  3,  p.  24)  than  I expected. 
Some  of  the  letters  came  from  gen- 
tlemen who  I had  no  idea  would 
need  it,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not  im- 
possible that  some  account  of  its 
habitat,  &c.,  would  be  acceptable. 

The  females  ( which  are  larger 
than  the  males,  and  have  the  mark- 
ings less  distinct)  often  deposit  ova 
on  the  setting’  board.  The  eggs  are 
of  a bright  yellow  color,  firmly  at- 
tached together,  of  an  oval  shape, 
and  considerably  flattened.  They 
have  never  hatched,  and,  as  they 
uniformly  dry  up,  I am  led  to  sup- 
pose that,  unless  they  are  placed 
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in  a damp  situation,  (probably  in 
the  water ) they  dry  and  become 
useless. 

I do  not  know  the  larva  or  pupa. 

The  perfect  insects  are  common 
on  the  banks  of  the  old  cutting  of 
the  New  River,  at  Wood  Green. 
The  water  has  been  diverted  through 
some  new  filtering  beds  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  old  course  allowed 
to  dry.  The  water  gets  very  low 
during  the  summer,  and  coarse, 
weedy  herbage  is  luxuriant  on  the 
banks.  The  moths  fly  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  noctuce 
(xanthographa.  dec.')  come  out.  It 
does  not  fly  for  more  than  twenty 
minutes,  or  so,  and  beating  is  the 
only  way  to  disturb  them  after  that 
time.  I found  them  most  abundant 
in  a bed  of  “ mare’s  tail,”  in  the 
swampy  mud  of  the  river,  and  have 
seen  them  sitting  on  the  plant  im- 
derfectly  expanded  and  drying  their 
wings.  They  are,  however,  common 
enough  amongst  the  tufts  of  rashes 
growing  in  and  near  the  banks  of 
the  river,  from  which  they  can  bo 
easily  beaten  when  their  flight  has 
ceased. 

The  moths  come  very  freely  to  the 
gas  lamps,  but,  as  a rale,  the  speci- 
mens taken  off  the  light  are  very 
much  worn. 

About  the  middle  of  August  was 
the  tiino  when  tliey  were  most  abun- 
dant. 

I- have  had  the  pleasure  of  supply- 
ing very  nearly  all  applicants,  and 


those  with  whom  I found  myself 
unable  to  communicate,  shall  be 
borne  in  mind,  and,  if  possible,  shall 
receive  specimens  next  year.  I hope 
that  this  notice  will  be  considered 
satisfactory.  F.  Lovell  Keays,  4, 
JIarringay  Villas , Groan  Lanes,  Tot- 
tenham, N. 

CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Sphinx  convolvuli. — I have  got  a 
flue  specimen  of  S.  convolvuli,  taken 
in  a garden  at  Clapton.  It.  W. 
Wright,  Morland  House,  Well  Street, 
Hackney,  September  7. 

Doth  species  of  Colias. — I have 
just  returned  from  Dover  and  the 
South  coast.  I saw  a Hyale.  It  was 
half  way  up  the  cliff;  and,  after 
making  an  insane  and  futile  attempt 
to  go  after  it,  I lost  sight  of  it.  I 
only  met  with  one  Edusa.  — F. 
Lovell  Keays,  4,  Haringay  Villas, 
Green  Lanes,  Tottenham,  September 
24, 1863. 

S.  Convolvuli,  &c. — I have  had 
two  specimens  of  Sphinx  Convolvuli 
bronght  to  me  by  boys,  taken  by 
them  in  the  street  at  rest  on  gate 
posts,  utterly  useless  as  specimens, 
and  looking  like  clear  wings. 

I have  met  with,  in  the  lower 
part  of  Shooter’s  Hill  Wood,  four 
specimens  of  Nonagria  Fulva,  also, 
one  Ennomas  Filiaria  flying  round 
the  gas  lamps  at  Charlton.  There 
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have  been  several  others  taken  at 
the  same  place  by  various  members 
of  the  Plumstead  Entomological 
Society.  — G.  Purnell,  59,  Villa 
Road,  Plumstead,  S.E. 


PRESERVATION  OP  INSECTS- 

(Continued  from  page  26-1.) 

The  first  and  perhaps  most  impor- 
tant communication  I would  call 
attention  to  appears  in  the  “ Zoolo- 
gist,” wherein  Mr.  Henry  Doubledav, 
in  a letter  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Greene, 
says,  “ I am  not  an  advocate  for  the 
use  of  camphor.  It  unquestionably 
tends  to  make  moths  greasy”  and, 
this,  he  says,  may  be  easily  proved 
by  suspending  any  insect,  liable  to 
turn  greasy,  to  the  cork  of  a bottle 
containing  camphor  “ when  in  a few 
days  the  grease  will  liquefy  and 
spread  all  over  the  insect,”  he 
further  observes,  that,  “ when  insects 
are  carefully  touched  with  a weak 
solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  in 
pure  alcohol,  they  will  never  mould 
or  be  destroyed  with  mites,”  meaning 
those  parts  to  which  the  sublimate 
has  been  applied ; “ but,  if  the  thorax 
and  abdomen  are  poisoned,  mites 
will  very  rarely  attack  the  wings, 
and  they  never  become  mouldy.  A 
small  piece  of  sublimate  about  the 
size  of  a hemp  seed  is  sufficient  for 
an  ounce  of  alchohol.  It  should 
never  be  strong  enough  to  give 
visible  crystals  on  black  ivory  for 
instance,  when  wetted  and  allowed 


to  evaporate.  The  best  method  of 
applying  it  is  to  take  a small  camel’s 
hair  pencil  and  dip  it  in  the  solution ; 
pass  it  along  the  antennoe,  and  then 
apply  it  to  the  under  side  of  the 
thorax  and  abdomen  : it  will  pene- 
trate these  parts  in  a second  or  two, 
and  then  the  alcohol  evaporates, 
leaving  the  sublimate  in  the  insect.” 
From  this  it  appears  that  the  very 
agent  we  have  been  relying  upon 
for  the  safety  of  our  collections  is 
proved,  on  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Doubleday,  worse  than  useless,  and 
with  questionable  discretion,  Ento- 
mologists suppress  all  allusion  to 
this  important  information.  Is  an 
explanation  to  be  found  in  a quota- 
tion from  your  own  words  ? — “ there 
is  a prevailing  tendency  amongst 
Entomologists,  as  amongst  all  others, 
to  cling  to  old  theories,  old  ideas.” 

I have  not  time  to  enter  much 
into  the  other  communications  I 
wished  to  have  called  attention  to. 
Subsequent  to  the  one  above  referred 
to,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood  published  a 
process  he  recommended,  which 
mainly  differed  from  Mi-.  Double- 
day’s, in  totally- immersing  the  in- 
sects in  the  solution,  and  drying  them 
quickly  in  the  draught  of  a slightly 
open  window.  If  I remember  right- 
ly, the  Rev.  gentleman  asserted  that 
it  did  not  injure  the  colors  of  any; 
but  rather  improved  them. 

I will  conclude  this  lengthy  com- 
munication with  an  extract  from  a 
paper  by  the  same  popular  writer, 
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which  should  arrest  the  attention  of 
all  who  are  open  to  the  imperfections 
of  the  system  now  in  practice.  “We 
all  know  how  insects  are  generally 
preserved ; we  stick  a pin  through 
them,  we  ‘ set  ’ them,  we  dry  them, 
and  when  they  are  set  we  transfer 
them  to  our  cabinet.  If  we  have  a 
large  beetle,  which  we  wish  to  ex- 
hibit with  open  wings ; or  if  we  set 
one  of  the  fat-bodied  moths,  we  are 
at  a loss  to  prevent  the  abdomen  from 
putrefying  or  shrivelling,  or  to  guard 
it  from  the  ‘ grease  ’ that  damages  so 
many  fine  specimens.  Then,  in  order 
to  keep  off  the  mites  and  other  de- 
structive beings,  we  put  a supply  of 
camphor  in  the  drawers,  and  think 
that  we  have  done  all  that  can  be 
done.  But  in  this  Museum  we  have 
insects  of  various  orders,  displayed 
as  they  are  in  life — walking,  climb- 
ing, flying,  feeding,  or  reposing,  and 
all  endowed  with  the  peculiar  attri- 
butes which  they  displayed  in  life. 
There  is  no  camphor  about  them  to 
condense  gradually  upon  their  sum 
face  like  moisture  on  a cool  glass,  no 
pins  are  stuck  through  them,  and 
their  bodies  are  as  plump  and  their 
colors  as  vivid  as  when  they  lived 
and  breathed.” 

Have  we  no  Entomologist  who 
will  describe  more  in  detail  the  won- 
ders of  tho  Waltonian  process,  as 
displayed  in  his  department  of 
Natural  History  at  Walton  Hall  ? I 
would  earnestly  enquire  with  the 
Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  “whether  we  are 


to  permit  an  art  to  perish  which  has 
produced  such  marvellous  results  ?” 
— F.  N.  Broderick,  Hyde,  Isle  of 
Wight , 14 th  September , 1862. 


EXCHANGE,  ETC- 


Exchange. — I have  a number  of 
specimens  of  E.  vespertaria  which  I 
should  be  glad  to  exchange  for  A 
villica.  George  Ireland,  18,  Peter 
Lane,  Market  Street , York. 

Free  Offer  to  Young  Entomologists. 
— Two  collectors  of  Lepidoptera 
having  some  duplicate  specimens  of 
various  moths  and  butterflies  to  part 
with,  they  will  be  happy  to  forward 
a few  to  any  persons  sending  a box 
with  stamps  for  return  postage.  R. 
F.  Towndron,  Lake  Farm,  Bedmar- 
ley,  E'Abitot,  near  Newent,  and  C.  W. 
Gray,  The  Hill,  Staunton,  near  Glou- 
cester. 


A GROWING  COMPLAINT. 


There  are  certain  times  of  the  year 
when  the  Entomologist  prepares  to 
hybernate.  Being  naturally  a some- 
what sluggish  animal,  he  finds  the 
winter  too  much  for  him,  and  retires 
like  a jack-in-the-box,  only  to  be 
brought  out  again  by  the  action  of 
the  spring. 

Considering  that  many  other 
filings  besides  Entomologists  arc 
beginning  to  be  decidedly  out  of  sea- 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


271 


son — salmon,  for  instance,  and  mem- 
bers of  Parliament — we  cannot  won- 
der that  Lists  of  Captures  follow  the 
prevailing  fashion,  together  with 
Observations,  &c.  Nevertheless  we 
have  begun  a good  custom  of  “ blow- 
ing up”  our  subscribers  every  month 
or  five  weeks,  in  a friendly  manner; 
and  we  should  be  sorry  to  depart 
from  our  rule,  without  sufficient  rea- 
son. We  regret  to  say  that  we  have 
no  reason  for  witholding  this  period- 
ical dose  of  abuse,  and  we  are  obliged 
to  ask  our  readers  again  to  set  their 
pens  to  work  for  us. 

“ I fear  much”  says  a valued  cor- 
respondent “ that  Entomology  is 
very  much  on  the  decline  in  Eng- 
land.” We  quite  agree  with  this 
opinion;  but  there  is  still  balm  in 
1 Gilead ; there  are  too  many  energetic 
workers  to  let  the  study  die. 

The  worst  of  it  is  that  many  of 
our  best  supporters,  many  of  those 
wrho  really  wish  well  to  every  Ento- 
■ mological  publication,  are  the  last  to 
prepare  anything  for  the  printer;  It 
certainly  is  from  no  wrant  of  ability  to 
write  that  they  are  silent;  but  from 
a stubborn  and  pupa-like  lethargy. 

Another  class  of  Entomologists 
have  a tantalizing  way  of  promising 
communications  for  the  future.  One 


of  these  says  “ at  my  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, I will  forward  a list  of  Lqri- 
doptera,  taken  in  the  woods  near  this 
neighbourhood”;  a second  kindly 
suggests  that  the  winter  will  be  a 
fitter  time  for  sending  his  notes. 
Now,  we  can  quite  understand  that 
evo-ry  Entomologist  is  not  so  fully 
aware  of  the  difficulty  of  filling  a 
weekly  paper  as  the  Editors  them- 
' selves.  Nevertheless,  we  would  sug- 
gest that  each  contributor  send  as 
much  as  possible  in  the  way  of  Ob- 
servations, at  once;  and  let  to-morrow 
take  care  of  itself. 

We  have  prepared  a list  of  our 
subscribers  as  far  as  we  know  their 
names ; and  we  ask  each  one  of  them 
to  consider  this  article  as  a personal 
appeal  for  some  few  of  the  valuable 
notes  that  every  working  Entomo- 
logist is  well  able  to  furnish.  We 
purpose  ticking  off  such  of  our 
correspondents  as  respond  to  our 
request,  and  testing  the  statistics. 

We  hope  to  see  the  postman 
heavily  burdened  during  the  next  few 
weeks.  From  large  towns,  particu- 
larly where  we  know  that  the  “ En- 
tomologist ” has  a good  sale — such, 
for  instance,  as  York — we  shall  look 
for  considerable  results. 
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GENERA  AND  SPECIES  OF  THE  CRAM- 
EID2E  AND  CHIL0NID2E. 

From  the  Latin  of  Prof.  P.  C. 
Zeller. 

No.  3. 

HAVE  no  need  to  apologise  for 
the  length  of  my  definitions.  If 
possible,  I have  made  them  very 
short,  but,  in  no  case  are  they  longer 
than  appeared  necessaiy.  I entirely 
disagree  with  those  who  hold  that 
they  must  crowd  a mass  of  words 
into  their  definitions  before  they  can 
make  their  point  clear.  Nothing,  in 
my  opinion,  is  more  calculated  to 
perplex  the  inquirer.  To  look  for 
i important  characteristics  among  a 
imass  of  more  insignificant  ones,  is 
like  looking  for  islands  in  the  mid- 
cdle  of  the  sea.  They  are  equally 
mistaken  who  reject  definitions 
;;altogether,  and  content  themselves 
with  writing  lengthy  descriptions. 
'For  such  descriptions  have  the  same 
i fault  as  the  definitions  before  alluded 
! to,  namely  a disregard  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  student,  who  has  to 
’ hunt  for  important  marks  of  distinc- 
:iou  among  a host  of  trivial  and 


inoonstant  ones.  The  fact  is,  a 
definition  should  be  one  thing,  a 
description  another.  The  former, 
should  be  dispatched  in  as  few  words 
as  possible,  the  latter,  should  com- 
prise even  the  most  trifling  charac- 
ters, merely  in  order  to  make  our 
acquaintance  with  the  species  more 
complete.  I have  taken  great  pains 
to  make  my  own  answer  these 
qualifications,  and  I trust  I have  not 
altogether  fallen  short  of  my  pur- 
pose. In  fine,  I would  just  observe, 
that  I have  thought  right  to  make 
one  or  two  more  genera.  I will  make 
no  mention  of  those  which  others 
have  allowed,  as  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  Nature  has  allowed  them  too. 
But  the  Crambi  are  such  a vast 
group,  that  it  behoves  us  to  take 
great  care  that  such  species  as  are 
allied  to  one  another  by  some  un- 
mistakeable  link,  but  differ  consider- 
ably from  the  rest,  should  not  be 
left  unseparated  from  the  masr. 
Accordingly  I have  formed  the 
genera  Calamotropha  and  Cathdrylla-, 
each,  as  I think,  on  the  claims  of 
their  respective  peculiarities.  Yet, 
though  I have  eliminated  these,  I 
must  allow  that  the  number  of 
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Grambi  remains  very  large.  As  I 
have  been  unable  to  discover  differ- 
ences sufficiently  marked  to  warrant 
the  formation  of  new  genera,  I have 
endeavoured  to  divide  the  genus  into 
appropriate  sections.  Had  I chosen 
to  follow  Gaenee,  I might  have 
separated  one  species  Gerussellus, 
from  all  the  rest,  under  a generic 
name ; but,  having  compared  it  with 
others,  and  having  found  it  agree, 
even  in  the  minutest  details,  I can- 
not imagine  how  any  one  in  his 
senses  could  invent  a plausible  rea- 
son for  removing  it.  The  same 
author  in  his  anxiety  to  manufacture 
genera  and  new  names  in  his  book, 
which  has  only  just  come  into  my 
possession,  has  placed  Boisduval’s 
genus  Sindris  next  to  Scirpophaga, 
and  has  formed  a new  genus,  which 
he  represents  as  allied  to  Schcenobius , 
and  which  he  has  graced  with  the 
barbarous  appellation  of  Borer.  As 
however,  I have  never  seen  Boisdu- 
val’s  book  containing  Sindris,  nor 
any  example  of  the  genus  Borer,  I 
thought  it  better  to  pass  over  these 
genera,  than  to  run  the  risk  of 
mistake,  by  describing  them  from 
the  accounts  of  others.  If  they  turn 
out  satisfactory,  I shall  mention 
them  again  in  a future  work,  which 
will  soon  be  needed  in  any  case, 
along  with  the  Endorsee,  which  the 
limits  of  this  pamphlet  forbid  my 
discussing  at  present. 


The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  0.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr1.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


COLEOI'TERA. 

General  Notes.  — Tlie  remarkable 
silence  that  lias  of  late  prevailed  in 
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the  columns  of  the  “ Weekly  Ento- 
mologist,’'’ on  the  subject  of  Coleop- 
tera , calls  for  notice.  On  the  5th  of 
September  I observe  that  some 
captures  are  reported,  but  since  that 
date  a most  remarkable  absence  of 
such  notices  has  occurred.  I for  one 
cannot  conjecture  a reason.  Surely 
the  Lepidopterists  have  not  been 
allowed  to  gain  the  ascendancy, 
which  our  friends  the  beetle-hunters 
have  hitherto  so  successfully  dis- 
puted with  them.  Surely  the  latter 
have  not  retired  defeated,  and  left 
the  field  to  the  permanent  occupa- 
tion of  their  brethren  of  the  moths. 

Whatever  may  be  the  reason,  I 
cannot  but  regard  the  want  of  such 
articles  as  a serious  matter,  and, 
although  I have  at  present  no  list  of 
captures  to  record,  the  following- 
remarks  may,  perhaps,  be  considered 
worthy  of  a place  in  the  columns  of 
the  “ Entomologist,”  in  the  absence 
of  more  interesting  matter. 

The  present  season  of  the  year  is 
one  in  which  Ooleopterists  should  be 
particularly  active,  as  there  is  no 
period  when  activity  will  meet  with 
a richer  reward.  The  Gcodcphaga 
which,  during  the  sultry  heat  of 
July  and  August,  so  completely 
disappeared  are  now  once  more 
abundant,  and  many  species  which 
collectors  obtained  early  in  the  year, 
and  failed  to  capture  during  the 
summer,  might  now  be  searched  for 
with  advantage. 

It  is  a remarkable  thing  that  so 


many  of  the  scarcer  beetles  captured 
seem  to  be  confined  to  the  London 
district,  and  is  certainly  suggestive 
of  the  idea  that  the  London  collec- 
tors either  know  good  insects  better 
than  those  in  the  country,  or  know 
better  how  to  look  for  them.  I am 
inclined  to  believe  the  former  suppo- 
sition to  be  the  correct  one,  when  I 
consider  how  many  of  the  scarce 
species  which  have  common  ones 
closely  allied  to  them,  are  confined 
to  the  metropolitan  suburbs.  It  may 
be  said  that  this  ought  not  to  be  the 
case,  while  notes  in  such  profusion 
have  been  published  in  various 
works  and  while  new  species,  as 
they  are  year  by  year  discovered, 
are  regularly  and  accurately  re- 
corded in  the  “ Annual.  ” But, 
though  this  may  all  be  quite  true, 
notes  so  scattex-ed,  and  often  so 
obscure,  can  scarcely  be  expected  to 
reach  beginners  in  the  sciexxce.  What 
is  wanted  is  a cheap  popular  book, 
pointing  out  the  differences  clearly 
betweeix  closely  allied  species,  and 
which  will  displace  the  obsolete 
work  by  Stephens,  now  uixfortu- 
nately  the  sole  guide  of  many  a 
promising  beginnei-.  Were  such 
a woi-k  within  the  reach  of  all,  it 
surely  would  follow  that  a gigantic 
stride  would  be  made  towai-ds  the 
complete  investigation  of  the  beetles 
inhabiting  Great  Britain,  and  that 
many  a valuable  discovei-y  now 
slumbering  under  cover  of  a wrong 
name  in  the  cabinet  of  the  tyro,  would 
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be  detected  and  brought  forward. 
Regretfully  however,  I say,  that  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  no  such 
work  is  in  progress  or  contemplation. 
That  skilful  Entomologist,  E.  C. 
Rye,  Esq.,  has  of  late  published  in 
the  “ Zoologist,”  some  masterly 
notes  on  the  distinctions  of  various 
closely  allied  species,  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  speak  too  highly,  but 
it  is  equally  impossible  that  they 
can  fill  the  gap  so  painfully  evident 
to  all  in  the  literature  of  Goleoptera. 
For  the  benefit  of  the  readers  of  the 
“ Entomologist  ” I will,  if  the  plan 
prove  acceptable,  furnish  a senes  of 
articles  on  various  genera  of  beetles, 
which  may  render  assistance  to  some. 
To  many  who  take  in  the  work,  I 
can,  probably  give  no  information, 
but  as  I know  several  Coleopterists 
who  are  among  its  readers,  and  who 
have  no  satisfactory  source  of  in- 
formation, and  as  I presume  that  the 
object  of  the  paper  ought  to  be  as 
much  to  place  information  within 
the  reach  of  the  tyro  as  to  record  the 
observations  and  discoveries  of  the 
savcm,  I trust  that  no  one  will 
consider  them  out  of  place.  I am 
not  the  most  learned  in  beetles 
myself,  and  may  often  omit  matters 
of  interest  connected  with  such 
genera  as  I include  in  my  notes,  but 
if  so,  I hope  that  I am  not  too  proud 
to  learn,  and  if  my  omissions  elicit 
information  from  those  who  arc 
better  informed,  I,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  your  readers,  shall  be  a gainer. 


A season  of  the  year  is  now  ap- 
proaching which  is  peculiarly  fitted 
for  study,  and  the  publication  of  such 
articles  as  I propose ; and  1 therefore 
hope  that  they  may  prove  useful, 
and  that  some  result  may  follow  in 
the  discoveries  of  next  season.  I 
may  now  conclude  these  lengthy 
remarks  by  observing  that  the 
anonymous  signature  under  which  I 
write,  may,  perhaps,  give  greater 
freedom  to  those  Coleopterists  who 
may  see  omissions  in  my  articles 
which  they  can  supply. 

Anchomenus. 

LiEPIDOPTERA. 

Lute  appearance  of  Vanessa  C-al- 
bum.  — A few  mornings  since,  on 
looking  into  a vase,  wherein  several 
pupae  of  this  lovely  insect  were 
suspended,  I saw  that  a crippled 
specimen  had  emerged.  On  the  1st 
inst.,  another  came  from  the  pupa, 
in  splendid  condition;  and  this  morn- 
ing, the  3rd  of  October,  another, 
equally  fine,  made  its  appearance. 
This  date  is  an  unusual  one— especi- 
ally for  specimens  of  which  the 
pupae  have  been  kept  in  doors.  J . 13. 
Blackburn. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

A Visit  to  Sherwood  Forest.  — 
During  the  last  month,  Mr.  Varley, 
of  Huddersfield,  Mr.  Gibson,  of 
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Wakefield,  and  myself,  visited  Slier- 
wood  Forest,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining,  if  possible,  specimens  of 
those  rare  species  in  Entomology, 
for  which  it  is  so  justly  noted. 

The  forest  appeared,  I think, 
more  beautiful,  in  its  rich  luxuriance 
of  flowers  and  ferns  than  I ever 
remember  seeing  it. 

On  account  of  the  abundance  of 
flowers,  we  found  that  sugaring  was 
almost  useless ; for,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  G.  I) Hula  and  A.  Pyra- 
mided, we  took  nothing. 

However,  we  were  amply  repaid 
for  our  trouble,  by  our  success  on  the 
Ragwort  and  heather.  We  found 
Noctua  Xanthographa  flitting  about 
in  swarms.  W e captured  specimens 
of  Char ce as  Graminis,  L.  Cespitis,  N. 
Glcireosa,  N.  Dahlii,  N.  Umbrosa,  S. 
Anomala , and  many  other  commoner 
species. 

We  were  busily  engaged,  every 
day,  in  beating  and  jmpu-digging. 
We  took  seven  larvae,  full  fed  of  N. 
Dodnnea,  also  the  larvae  of  0.  Pudi- 
bunda , P.  Bucephala,  N.  Camelina, 
N.  Dromedarius,  E.  Pundaria,  and 
many  other  commoner  species  with 
which  we  were  unacquainted. 

In  digging,  we  were  equally  suc- 
cessful. We  obtained  thirty-one 
pupce  of  N.  Dodonea,  four  of  N. 
Trepicla,  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  of  A.  Aprilina,  and  two  hundred 
and  three  of  other  species. 

After  an  eight  days’  stay  in  the 
forest,  we  returned,  highly  gratified 


with  our  excursion  ; and  well 
pleased  with  the  result  of  our  re- 
searches. 

I cannot  finish  this  short  account 
without  expressing  our  thanks  to  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Greene,  for  the  very 
valuable  assistance  we  derived  from 
his  little  work  called  the  “ Insect 
Hunter’s  Companion.”  W.  Talbot, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Wakefield. 

A Solution  of  Copper.  — Whilst  at 
Deal,  my  friend  Mr.  Syme  and  I saw 
a flying  object,  like  a vision  of 
Lyccena  Dispar  (male),  though,  per- 
haps, not  so  bright  or  swift  on  the 
wing  as  might  be  expected  of  that 
lost  beauty;  on  following  it  up,  we 
found  that  we  were  sold  cheap  for  a 
couple  of  small  Coppers.  H.  G. 
Kxaggs,  M.D.,  Camden  Town. 

Deilephila  Galii  and  Sphinx  Con- 
volvuli. — I have  just  received  a 
specimen  of  Deilephila  Galii,  from  a 
young  lady,  who  captured  it  on 
Walton  Terrace,  in  this  town.  It 
flew  into  the  drawing-room,  at  mid- 
night. It  was,  seemingly  attracted 
by  a light,  as  it  flew  to  the  gas,  and 
there  was  captured.  The  specimen 
is  a fine  female,  and  in  very  fair  con- 
dition. Is  not  the  time  of  the  year 
very  remarkable  for  this  species  ? 

Also,  last  week,  I had  a very  fine 
male  of  S.  Convolvuli  brought  me. 
It  is  slightly  damaged.  A lad  found 
it  at  rest  on  a wall.  This  place 
seems  very  productive  for  the  species, 
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they  being  brought  to  me,  every 
season.  W.  E.  Parsons,  New  Hoad, 
Aylesbury.  [Z>.  Galii  is  not,  usually, 
later  than  the  end  of  August,  Ed. 
W.E.] 

M icro-Lep idotera  in  the  South. — 
Among  other  small  insects,  -which  I 
came  across  this  year  in  the  Reigato 
neighbourhood,  I may  mention  the 
following,  which  I jot  down,  as  I 
think  of  them. 

Ablabia  Pratana.  Swarming  on 
Chalk. 

Tortrix  Vivid  ana,  of  this  common 
beauty,  I had  the  ‘ pluck  ’ to  set  a 
series. 

Tutrirx  Forsterana. — Common,  by 
beating. 

Tortrix  lie parana,  Pibeana  and 
Corylana,  ditto. 

Tortrix  Ginnamonea/na. — One,  Leith 
Hill. 

Notocelia  TJdmanniana ; abundant. 

C.  Scopoliana.  — Generally  com- 
mon. 

Halanota  BrunnicMana. 

D icrorarnpha  Petiverella.  — Com- 
mon. 

D icrorarnpha  Scquana. — Ditto. 

Anchylopera  Lundana  and  Comp- 
tana. — Both  very  common. 

Bactra  Lancevlana. — Ditto. 

Aryyrotoza  Cconwayana.— Common. 

Dictyopteryx  Contaminuna — 1 )itto- 

Dictyoptcryx  Lay  I ingiana. — Ditto. 

Crcesia  Bergmanniana. — Ditto. 

Craesia  Forshaleana. — Ditto. 

Cruisia  Hobniana. — Ditto. 


Peronea  Variegana. — Abundant. 
Paramesia  Aspersana.  — Common, 
but  local. 

Ter  as  Caudana. — Not  uncommon. 
Anisotcenia  Ulmana. 

Eucelis  Aurana. 

Sericoris  Conchana,  Lacunana  and 
Urticaria. 

Chrosis  Tesserana. — Common. 
Argyrolepia  Baumanniana. 
Argyrolepia  Subbaumanniana. 
Xanthosetia  Ilamana. 

Xanthosetia  Zocgana. 

Tinea  Semifulvclla. 

Hyponom  euta  Plumbellu  s. 
Hyponomenta  Evonymellus. 

Prays  Curtisellus.  — Rather  com- 
mon. 

Plutella  Cruciferarum.  — Abun- 
dant, of  course. 

Gcrostoma  Sequella. 

Cerostoma  Badiatella. 

Gcrostoma  Gostella. 

Cerostoma  Xylostdla. 

Fhibalocera  Quercana.  — Abun- 
dant. 

Depressaria  Costosa. — Common,  by 
beating,  from  stacks  of  old  furze. 
Depressaria  Liturella. 

Dep  ressaria  A ngdicclla. 

Depressaria  Applana. 

Plcurota  Bicostclla. 

Harpetta  Geoffrella. 

Glyph  ipteryx  Fusco-viridella. 

Glyph  ipteryx  Thrasonella. 

Gly ) i h ipteryx  Ha  wo  rth  an  a. 

( Jlyphipferyx  Fischeriella. 

A rgyresthia  Ephippclla. 

A rgy  resth  ia  Nit  idclla. 
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Argyresthia  Conjugella. 
Argyresthia  Mendica. 
ArgyrestMa  Broclceella. 
Gracilavia  Sivederella. 
Gracilaria  Syringella. 
Coleopliora  Lixella. 

JElaclnsta  Gangdbella. 

JElacMsta  Cygnipennella. 
Cemiostoma  Spartifoliella. 
Ypsolophus  Marginellus. 

J.  B.  Blackburn. 


The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Eastern 
Entomological  Society- 


The  following  is  the  First  Annual 
Address  to  the  Members  of  this 
Society ; and  we  have  great  pleasure 
in  laying  it  before  our  readers, 
shewing,  as  it  does,  promise  of 
future  developement,  and  evincing 
a thorough  and  genuine  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Acting  Committee 
and  others  to  promote  the  Science. 

Gentlemen, 

“ Your  Committee,  in  presenting 
this,  their  first  Report,  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  Society’s 
successful  and  permanent  establish- 
ment. This  being  the  first  year  of 
the  Society’s  operations,  they  hope 
it  will  be  considered  in  its  infancy, 
and  that  every  year  it  will  grow  in 
usefulness,  numbers,  and  importance, 
until  it  is  second  to  no  Branch 
Society  in  the  Kingdom. 

“ During  the  past  year  the  Society 
has  held  regular  weekly  meetings, 
at  which  many  and  various  captures 


have  been  exhibited,  and  several 
papers  have  been  read  by  Mr.  Thorn, 
(the  founder  of  the  Society)  on  the 
various  localities,  food,  and  times  of 
appearance  of  various  species  of 
Lepidoptera;  also  by  Mr.  Killing- 
back,  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  Mr.  Farn- 
WORTH,  on  different  species  of  insects. 

“ Your  Society  have  also  had  two 
Public  Suppers  and  one  Excursion, 
which,  although  they  have  added 
nothing  to  the  Funds  of  the  Society, 
have  increased  the  friendship,  better 
knowledge,  and  understanding  of 
the  Members,  one  with  another. 

“ Your  Committee,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Members  and  the  Funds 
at  their  disposal,  have  bought  the 
most  useful  books  for  the  use  of  the 
Members,  viz: — Stainton’s  ‘Manual  ’ 
‘ Kirby  & Spence,’  ‘ Morris’s  Moths,’ 
the  1 Annual,’  and  sundry  other 
works.  They  have  also  ordered  a 
Bookcase  for  the  Library,  Desk  for 
the  Secretary,  &c. 

“In  looking  to  the  future,  they 
hope  no  time  will  be  lost  in  obtain- 
ing a Cabinet,  as  the  Box,  now  in 
possession  of  the  Society  is  useless, 
and  many  Members  have  promised 
Insects  when  there  is  a Cabinet  to 
keep  them  in.  In  regard  to  funds 
for  a Cabinet,  your  Committee  would 
suggest  that,  as  soon  as  possible 
your  Society  should  hold  a con- 
versazione, of  all  the  Members  and 
Friends  of  the  Society;  the  funds 
arising  from  which,  should  form  a 
nucleus  towards  the  Cabinet  only. 

“ Your  Committee  would  also  im- 
press upon  the  Members  generally, 
the  importance  of  having  a Weekly 
Reading  of  some  Paper  by  a Mem- 
ber (either  original  or  extracted)  on 
any  subject  calculated  either  to 
instruct  or  amuse  the  Members 
generally,  such  as  Collecting,  Breed- 
ing; Pinning,  Setting,  Botany, 
Digging  for  Pupce , Preserving,  &c. 

“ Your  Committee  would  also 
suggest  that  any  Member  reading 
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an  Original  Paper  on  any  subject, 
should  be  requested  to  present  it  to 
the  Society,  and  the  same  be  care- 
fully kept  for  the  use  of  the 
Members. 

September  3,  18G3. 


REVIEWS  OF  BOOKS- 


On  the  Geographical  Distribution  of 
European  Ehopalocera. 

As  we  write,  there  lies  on  the 
table  beside  us  a pamphlet,  bearing 
the  above  title.  It  fox-ms  a part  of 
the  Transactions  of  the  London 
Entomological  Society ; and  was 
read  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  year,  at  a monthly  meeting 
ol  the  members. 

We  need  hai-dly  tell  our  readers 
that  this  little  treatise  is  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  W.  F.  Kirby.  The  European 
Ehopalocera  are  his  forte;  and  he 
has  done  much  to  render  an  outline 
knowledge  of  them  attainable  by 
evex-y  British  Entomologist. 

Fii-st  of  all,  the  writer  divides 
Europe  into  thirteen  districts,  and 
gives  us  full  statistics,  briefly  i-ecor- 
ded  thus : — 

“ Dist.  I.  Iceland.  Six  diurnal 
Lepidoptera  known.  All  these  are 
confined  to  Lapland  and  Iceland, 
with  two  exceptions,  Colias  P alamo 
and  Phicomene. 

“Dist. II.  Scandinavia.  112  species 
known,  of  which  nine  ai-e  peculiar 
to  the  district.  All  the  British  Lepi- 
doptera but  1 2 are  to  be  found  among 
the  species  of  Scandinavia. 

“ Dist.  III.  Russia  to  the  North  of 
Poland.  70  species  known,  of  which 
one  is  peculiar  to  the  district. 

“Dist.  IV.  Poland  and  South  Rus- 


sia 205  species  known,  of  which  27 
are  peculiar  to  the  district. 

“ Dist.  V.  Turkey  and  Dalmatia. 
This  counti-y  is  very  little  known.  Of 
the  46  species  hitherto  discovex*ed 
ixine  are  peculiar  to  the  district. 

“ Dist.  VI.  Greece.  Also  little 
known.  Mr.  Kirby  is  of  opinioxi  that 
nearly  200  species  may  occur:  18 
ax-e  at  px-esent  kxxown,  of  which  4 are 
peculiar  species. 

“Dist.  VII.  Italy.  114  species 
known,  out  of  which  there  is  only 
oxxe  peculiar  species. 

“Dist.  VIII.  Cox-sica and  Sax-dinia. 
30  species ; 3 peculiar  species. 

“ Dist  IX.  Spain  and  Portugal. 
Comprises  oxxly  115  species,  includ- 
ing 5 peculiar. 

“ Dist.  X.  Fraixce.  Coxxtaixxs  about 
200  species,  of  which,  one  is  certainly 
peculiar  to  the  country  ; and  axxother 
is  kxxown  to  occur  nowhere  but  ixx 
France ; but  is  doubtful  thex-e. 

“ Dist.  XI.  Britain.  Between  60 
and  70  species,  (depending-  on  liberal 
or  consex-vative  ideas).  All  these 
Ehopalocera.  occur  in  France. 

“ Dist.  XII.  North  Central  (Den- 
mark, Germany,  Holland  and  Bel- 
giuixx).  Contaiixs  114  species,  of 
which  2 are  supposed  to  be  peculiar, 

“Dist.  XIII.  Austria  and  Switzer- 
land. 195  species  known;  three 
peculiar  to  the  district.” 

We  have  thus  touched  upoxx  the 
opening  remax-ks  of  this  excellent 
little  pamphlet.  The  tabulation  is 
clear  axxd  intelligible.  Further  on, 
the  author  entex-s  xxxore  widely  upon 
his  subject ; and  l-everts  to  the  x-ange 
of  European  species,  in  other  parts  of 
the  wox-ld.  Space  fox-bids  our  follow- 
ing him  at  present,  beyond  the  fore- 
going table ; but  we  shall  refer  to  t he 
remainder  of  his  little  book,  when 
opportunity  permits. 


Printed  by  R.  and  A.  WOOD,  Printers,  Engravers,  anil  Lithographers,  at  their  Olliers,  Liverpool 
Road,  noar  the  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  London,  N- Saturday,  October  10,  i«0d. 
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GENERA  AND  SPECIES  OF  THE  CRAM- 
BID  2E  AND  CHILONIDJE. 

From  the  Latin  of  Prof.  P.  C. 

Zeller. 

No.  4. 

SciRPOPHAGA. 

ACE  broad.  Two  simple  (yes 
behind  the  compound  Palpi 
short,  rather  threadlike,  stretching 
forward.  Maxillary  hairy,  rather 
cylindrical  incumbent  on  the  labial, 
Haustellum  short  rolled  up.  Antennaa 
setaceous,  those  of  male  long-,  cilia- 
ted. Wings  elongated,  of  one  colour ; 
hind  wings  without  a comb.  Hind 
tarsi  elongate.  Anus  of  the  female 
clothed  with  a thick  tuft. 

The  larva  inhabits  the  stalks  of 
water  plants.  This  genus,  though 
nearly  allied  to  S clue  nubias,  i3  easily 
separated  by  the  shortness  of  the 
palpi,  which  are  scarcely  longer  than 
the  head,  and  by  the  wings,  which 
are  of  one  hue  and  of  a satiny 
appearance.  Many  species  doubtless, 
are  to  be  found  in  warm  countries. 
The  name  of  the  genus  is  a barbarous 
compound  of  the  Latin  Scirpus  a 


reed,  and  the  Greek  word  for  to 
eat. 

1.  Prcelata  Scop.  White,  very 
slightly  shining,  all  the  tarsi  black- 
ish, with  white  rings.  Anal  tuft 
quite  white,  of  considerable  length. 
Wings  of  the  female  sharpened  at 
the  tip  ; of  the  male,  dusky  beneath. 

2.  Ginerea.  Dark  satiny  grey, 
hind  wings  lighter. 

3.  Clirysorrl'oa.  Wings  satiny; 
fore-wings  sharp  at  the  tip,  suffused 
with  yellowish ; hind  wings  snowy 
white.  Tarsi  dusky,  with  white 
wings  ; Anal  tuft  reddish -yellow. 

4.  Aurifiua.  Wings  satiny,  lore- 

wings  sharp  at  the  tip.  Entirely 
whitish,  hind  wings  snow-white. 
Fore  legs,  except  the  femora,  dusky. 
Tarsi  of  the  rest  dark  grey.  Anal 
tuft  reddish-yellow.  (Male ) 

5.  Gilvibcrbis.  Rather  small,  fore 

wings  entirely  satiny-whitish,  palpi 
dusky,  anal  tuft  reddish-yellow 
mingled  with  whitish  at  the  tip. 
(Male ) 

6.  Lcucatea.  Wings  wholly  satiny, 
tarsi  snowy  white,  palpi  brownish 
above. 

7.  Vinjinea  Z.  Rather  small  snow- 
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white,  satiny,  palpi  of  one  colour, 
tarsi  dark  grey,  ringed  with  white, 
fore  wings  somewhat  sharp.  Anal 
tuft  rather  long. 

8.  Albinclla.  All  the  wings  satiny 

snow-white  ; front  wings  beneath 
smoky  in  front;  middle  and  hind 
tarsi  brown  beneath.  Anal  tuft 
ferrugineous.  (Male ) 

9.  Monostigma.  Small,  wings 

satiny,  forewings  white,  a black  spot 
on  the  disk  beyond  the  middle ; 
abdomen  pale  ferrugineous.  Male 
(female  ) 

SCHffiNOBIUS. 

Face  broad.  Two  distinct  simple 
eyes  behind  the  antennae.  Labial 
palpi  long,  compressed,  drawn  to  a 
point,  stretched  forward ; maxillary 
triangular,  compressed,  incumbent 
on  the  labial.  Haustellum  short 
rolled  up.  Antennae  setaceous, 
longer  in  the  male,  indented,  ciliated 
In  the  female  they  are  short,  slender 
and  very  finely  pubescent.  Wings 
seldom  of  one  Lue,  of  the  male 
broader  and  blunter,  than  of  the 
female.  Hind  wings  with  no  comb, 
exceeding  the  anal  angle  in  length. 
Median  vein  with  four  branches. 
Ilind  legs  long,  the  tarsi  of  equal 
length  with  the  tibiae.  Anus  of  the 
female,  thickly  tufted.  Larva;,  in 
stalks  of  grasses. 

Sclavnobius  differs  from  Sdrpoplia- 
ga  in  the  length  of  the  labial  palpi, 
which  exceeds  that  of  the  thorax; 
from  (Hi Ho  in  the  shortness  of  the 


female’s  antennae,  the  thick  anal  tuft, 
the  longer  hind  legs,  the  want  of  a 
comb  ; from  Anchi/lnmia,  in  the 
absence  of  marks  on  the  wings 
before  the  hind  border  in  addition  to 
the  marginal  dots,  and  in  the  hind 
margin,  which  is  entire,  not  incurved 
before  the  tip. 

1.  Cammarius.  Small,  fore-wings 
narrow,  smoky-black,  a small  spot 
in  the  middle,  snow-white  bordered 
with  black,  hind  wings  ash-coloured. 
(Female.) 

2.  Chrysostormis.  Ep’stome  and 
palpi  brown,  with  a golden  gloss; 
wings  snowy,  with  a short  band  on 
the  fore  pavi  along  the  costa  from 
the  base,  of  a dusky  colour ; a ferru- 
gineous streak  before  the  tip  from 
the  costa.  (Male.) 

3.  Punctellus.  Yellowish  white, 
fore-wings  sharp,  reddish  yellow,  of 
one  colour,  a black  spot  on  the  disk 
beyond  the  middle.  (Female.) 

4.  Sordidellus  Zcken.  Wings 
drab- grey,  marginal  dots  of  all  the 
wings  black,  fore-wings  pointed, 
paler  behind,  a rather  large  dark 
spot  on  the  transverse  vein.  (Fe- 
male.) 

[Space  precludes  us  from  publish- 
ing ruoi’e  than  the  Professor’s 
“definitions.”  (See  Introduction.) 
His  descriptions  are  exceedingly 
elaborate  and  minute,  sometimes 
occupying  half  a page  of  his  closely 
printed  work.] 
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The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  tlie  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooke, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yews,  Woodford,  N.H.  No  notice 
tv  ill  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Lepidoptera. 

TJUppocaslanaria. — Is  this  insect 
double-brooded,  or  is  the  “ Manual 


correct  in  giving  May  as  the  month 
for  its  appearance  in  the  perfect 
state  ? It  is  true,  I have  had  but 
little  experience  with  this  species, 
but  I am  inclined  to  believe  that  one 
brood  appears  in  the  early  spring, 
and  another  at  the  end  of  the  sum- 
mer, and  this  opinion  is  further 
continued  by  a letter  from  Mrs. 
Dale,  who  says  : — “ I used  to  find 
Hippo  cast  a naria  as  early  as  March, 
and  also  late  in  the  season.”  During 
the  past  season  I have  made  several 
captures  of  the  insect,  the  first  as 
early  as  March  23rd.  I next  took 
it  on  April  4th,  and  again  on  May 
25th,  but  the  one  taken  on  the 
latter  date  was  in  a mutilated  condi- 
tion. I then  lost  sight  of  the  insect 
till  July  22nd,  when  I caught  two 
more  specimens.  I then  thought  it 
was  over  for  the  season,  but  on 
Sept.  4th,  I was  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  another  specimen  of  the  in- 
sect among  mycaptures.  Those  taken 
in  Julv  were  rubbed  more  or  less, 
but  the  one  in  September,  was  in 
very  good  condition  ; however,  those 
taken  in  July  and  September,  were 
much  smaller  than  either  of  the 
specimens  taken  in  March  or  April, 
which  I believe  is  the  case  with  the 
second  brood  of  most  species.  The 
foregoing  facts,  are,  perhaps,  well- 
known  to  my  older  and  more  experi- 
enced brethren,  but,  as  they  do  not 
agree  with  the  “Manual,”  I thought 
it  might  interest  a few,  who,  (like 
myself,)  are  not  veterans  in  this 
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most  interesting  pursuit.  George 
B.  Corbin,  Ringwood,  October  bth, 
18G3. 

Proposed  New  Work. — May  I beg 
you  to  give  insertion  to  this  appeal  ? 
In  1858  a paper  appeared  in  the 
“ Zoologist,”  containing  the  Geo- 
graphical Distribution  of  the  Iihopa- 
locera  of  Britain,  worked  out  on  the 
plan  of  Dr.  Watson’s  “ Cybele 
Jlritannica and  a hope  was  ex- 
pressed in  the  “Intelligencer,”  that 
some  one  would  carry  it  out  as 
regards  the  whole  of  the  British 
Lepidopiera. 

As  no  one  has  done  so,  I have 
been  induced,  conscious  as  I am  of 
my  unfitness  for  such  a task,  to 
attempt  it,  and  if  Entomologists 
will  assist  me,  I hope  to  be  able  to 
carry  it  out. 

To  sk  for  such  assistance  is  the 
object  of  my  troubling  you  with  this 
letter.  I would  appeal  to  all  who 
may  sec  this  -to  send  me  local  lists 
of  British  I epi  dopier  a,  to  include  in 
such  lists  the  commoner  species, 
(concerning  the  occurrence  of  which 
our  records  are  naturally  very  defici- 
ent), to  mention  the  authority  for 
the  occurrence  of  a species  if  it  be 
not  included  on  their  own,  and  in 
cases  of  any  doubt  to  indicate  such. 

Any  information  also  regarding 
the  frequency  with  which  an  insect 
occurs,  and  its  habits,  which  may 
assist  in  determining  to  what  type 


or  situation  it  should  be  referred,  will 
be  most  acceptable. 

I propose  to  retain  Dr.  Watson’s 
provinces,  only  sub-dividing  some  of 
them  as  I think  the  state  of  our 
knowledge  justifies  smaller  divisions 
being  adopted. 

I should  propose  using  a tabular 
form,  as  more  easy  of  reference,  and 
enabling  the  work  to  be  published 
at  a cheaper  price  than  any  other 
plan  would  admit  of. 

The  advantages  of  such  a work  I 
need  hardly  mention.  It  will  enable 
entomologists  to  know  what  arc 
really  unrecorded  localities  for  such 
and  such  species,  to  know  whether 
an  insect  occurs  or  is  likely  to  occur 
in  the  province  in  which  they  may 
be  situated,  and  in  case  of  their 
visiting  new  localities  to  know  what 
insects  to  expect  and  what  not,  and 
will  form  a starting  point  for  much 
generalization.  Herbert  Jenner, 
tSidcup , Footscray,  Jun.,  Kent,  S.l'l. 

Larva  of  Cerastis  Spadicea.  — I 
send  you  a description  of  this  larva,  in 
case  you  may  like  to  insert  it. 

Drops  from  its  food  and  mils 
itself  into  a ring  when  disturbed. 
Head  and  legs  shining  brown, 
with  darker  markings  and  a few 
short  hairs.  Body  dark  olive  brown, 
slightly  variable  in  shade  ; belly  pale 
without  markings.  Dorsal  line  palo 
brown,  edged  with  darker,  indistinct 
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■with  a dark  dot  on  each  segmental 
incision.  Subdorsal  and  spiracular 
lines  narrow,  paler  than  the  ground 
colour,  the  latter  with  a pinkish 
tinge ; the  space  between  filled  up 
with  darker,  forming  a tolerably  con- 
spicuous band.  On  the  second  seg- 
ment is  a 'very  dark  crescent,  on 
which  the  dorsal  and  subdorsal  lines 
are  conspicuous.  On  each  segment, 
after  the  second,  are  four  minute 
ocelli,  dirty  white  tinged  with  brown- 
ish ; two  on  the  middle  further  apart 
than  two  on  the  anterior  part. 
Spiracles  black  ; beneath  each  is  a 
minute  whitish  ocellus  in  a blotch  of 
pinkish,  which  joins  the  spiracular 
line.  Claspers,  pale  dirty  greenish. 
Mine  were  beaten  from  hawthorn  in 
May,  went  underground  June  24th, 
and  the  imago  emerged.  Herbert 
Jenner,  Jun .,  Sidcup,  Footscray , Kent, 

An  Entomologist’s  Address  Wanted. 
— I shall  be  glad  if  you  would  in- 
sert the  following  query  : — 

A.  Atropos.  Should  this  meet  the 
eye  of  G.  F.  Matthews,  (a  letter  to 
whom,  addressed  to  Portsmouth,  was 
returned  do  me  this  morning  from 
the  dead  letter  office),  I should  be 
obliged  if  he  would  either  write  to 
me,  or  publish  in  the  ‘ Entomologist’ 
how  long  the  pupcv  of  A.  Atropos 
were,  in  foi’cing,  before  the  in  sect 
appeared.  I refer  to  his  letter  in  the 
‘ Entomologist  ’ of  April  1 1th,  1863. 
Should  Mr.  Matthews  publish  his 
answer  in  the  ‘ Entomologist,’  I have 


reason  to  believe  many  would  be 
obliged.  Rev.  G.  Norris,  W.  Doll- 
ing, Beepham,  Norfolk. 


CAPTURES. 


Neuroptera. 

Autumn  Captures.  — I have  met 
with  the  following  species  of  Tricli- 
optera  and  Neuroptera,  at  gas  lamps 
in  this  neighbourhood  : — 

IAmnephilus  atomainus,  1.  L.  Mar- 
moratus,  1.  L.  Costalis,  1.  L.  Vit- 
tatus,  1 . Clirysopa  vulgaris.  Several. 
C.  Flava,  1.  Hemerobius  Humuli, 
frequent.  II.  Nervosus,  ditto.  Percy 
C.  Wormald,  Kilburn,  N.W.  Oct,  9, 
1863. 

Lepidoptera. 

Captures  in  Kent. — In  compliance 
with  the  wish  you  have  expressed 
that  your  correspondents  should  send 
you  from  time  to  time  accounts  of 
their  captures.  I forward  the  follow- 
ing1 memoranda  of  a few  insects  taken 
in  Kent,  during  a fortnight’s  holiday 
I took  in  June.  While  staying  with 
my  old  schoolfellow  the  Rev.  Henry 
Hilton,  at  Milstead  Rectory,  near 
Sittingbourne,  we  went  one  day  to 
some  woods  between  there  and 
Canterbury,  near  Polders  I think, 
and  I took  one  L.  testudo,  as  it  was 
flying  up  to  an  oak  tree,  and  one  P. 
Lacertinaria  beaten  out  of  a bush. 
The  other  week  I staid  with  a friend 
at  Chatham,  and  while  there  went  to 
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Cliattenden  Wood,  pioneered  by  Mr. 
Tyrer,  of  Melville  Hospital,  and  took 
together,  about  a dozen  Decdbata,  two 
or  three  if.  Athalia,  a few  A.  Galatcea 
besides  several  commoner  things, 
such  as  Burnets,  Sh  ptons,  etc.  etc. 
Rev.  F.  O.  Morris,  Nunbumhohne 
Rectory,  liny  ton,  York. 

Doings  in  Wales. — It  is  with  much 
pleasure  that  I send  you  a list  of 
“ Doino-s  in  Wales,”  for  I believe  that 
a list  of  captures  from  a new  locality 
may  prove  of  intei’est  to  many  of 
your  readers.  I began  sugaring  &e. 
on  my  return  home  in  the  middle  of 
September,  and  I have  taken  the 
following : — 

Novagria  Fulva,  flying  at  dusk, 
and  at  scabious  flowers,  (common). 

Noctua  Glareosa,  2 or  3. 

Noctua  C.  Nigrum,  1. 

A.  Rufina,  abundant. 

A.  Pistacina,  2. 

A.  Lunosa,  a few. 

A.  Litura , a few. 

X.  Cerago,  common. 

X.  Flavo.go,  ditto. 

P.  Chi,  1. 

E.  Nigra,  several. 

Besides  several  of  the  very  com- 
mon sorts,  such  as  Meticulosa,  Pyra- 
midea,  Tragopogonis,Oxyac,aniha>.,  &c. 
The  Ivy  is  just  about  coming  into 
flower  now,  and  I hope  to  be  success- 
ful at  it.  John  T.  D.  Llewelyn,  Ynin- 
ygcrwn , Neath,  Glamorgan,  Oct.  C th. 

Autumnal  Captures  at  Light.  — I 
mot  with  the  following  species  of 


Lepidoptera , at  gas  lamps  since  the 
22nd  August: — -Ennomos  Tiliaria. 
Kilburn  and  Hampstead  ; rather 
common.  Only  twice  taken  before 
10  p.m.,  usually  between  10'30  and 
11-30. 

E.  angular  ia,  1.  Hampstead, 
September  22nd. 

Crocall is  eling uaria.  Kilburn  and 
Hampstead ; end  of  August. 

Notodonta  dicta’, a.  2.  Kilburn, 
August  22,  and  25. 

Gortyna  lavago.  1.  Hampstead, 
September  12. 

Hydrcecia  micacca.  Kilburn,  fre- 
quently. 

Luperina  testacea.  Kilburn  and 
Hampstead;  common,  August  and 
September. 

L.  cespitis,  1.  Kilburn,  Sep.  12. 

Is  not  this  rather  an  extraordinary 
capture  ? I do  not  remember  having 
heard  of  its  occurring  near  London 
before. 

Noctua  rubi.  Hampstead,  Aug.  22. 

Noctua  Umhrosa  Hampstead  Aug. 

Anchocelis  pistacina.  Kilburn  and 
Hampstead  ; end  of  September  and 
October. 

A.  lunosa.  Kilburn  aud  Hamp- 
stead ; September,  frequently. 

Xantliia  citrago,  2.  Kilburn,  Aug. 
25  and  29. 

Cosmia  difinis,  1.  Kilburn,  August 

22. 

Depressaria  costosa,  1.  Kilburn, 
September  19. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  captures 
noted,  are  nothing  outof  the  ordinary 
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way  (unless  it  be  that  of  L.  cespitis ), 
but  it  may  serve  to  give  an  idea  as 
to  what  species  may  be  obtained  in 
the  district  of  London,  by  working 
the  gas  lamps  in  the  autumn.  P.  C. 
Wormald,  Kilburn,  N.  W.,  October 
9,  1863. 

Captures  near  London .. — I now  for- 
ward to  you  a list  of  captures  which 
I omitted  from  my  former  lists.  It 
does  not  include  any  rarities,  but 
perhaps  some  of  the  species  named 

in  this  list  are  not  common  every- 
where. 

Pamphila  Sylvanus,  very  common. 

Zeuzera  JEsculi.  A fine  pair  from 
a fence. 

Bombyx  Quercus.  I took  a larva 
of  this  species  feeding  on  bramble  at 
Wood  Green ; May. 

Dianthecia  Capsincola.  Lug  up  a 
pupa  at  Edmonton  last  Christmas. 
The  perfect  insect,  a female,  emerged 
on  the  22nd  of  April. 

Noctua  Brunnea.  At  light;  but 
the  specimens  taken  in  that  manner 
are  always  very  much  worn,  and  are 
without  the  purplish  bloom  of  fresh 
specimens. 

Anchocelis  Pistacin a.  V ery  common 
on  lamps.  Last  night  I took  several. 

Euclidia  Mi.  Common  in  spring, 
flying  in  the  sunshine  on  the  Railway 
banks. 

Agrotis  Sufusa.  At  light. 

Melcmtliia  Bivata.  Beaten  from 
bushes  at  Wood  Green. 

Coremia  Montanata , ditto. 

Plectra  Pyraliata. 


Emmelesia  ITydrata. 

I took  2 small  geometree  about 
the  size  of  M.  fluctuata,  at 
Colney  Hatch,  of  which  I do  not 
know  the  name.  They  were  both 
quite  black,  except  in  one,  there  was 
a white  line  on  the  margin  of  the 
front  wings.  They  were  flying  near 
each  other  in  the  long  grass.  I 
should  be  obliged  to  any  of  the 
readers  of  the  “Weekly  Entomolo- 
gist,” if  they  would  inform  me  of  the 
name  of  them.  S.  Davis,  Seven 
Sister’s  Boad,  Holloivay,  N.  Oct.  6. 

[The  insect  described  in  Mr. 
Davis’  notes  is  0.  chceropludlata.  Ed. 
W.  E.] 

S.  Convolvuli. — As  you  are  always 
asking  for  notes,  and  seeing  you  are 
constantly  noticing  the  capture  of  S. 
Convolvuli,  I may  say  that  I took  a 
fine  specimen  in  my  back  kitchen, 
the  1st  week  in  September  this  year. 
Rev.  G.  Norris,  W.Dalling,  Beepham , 
Norfolk. 


NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.B.  We  cannot  publish  the  notice 
entitled  “ Beware  of  Sharpers,”  ex- 
cept with  your  full  name  attached  to 
it. 


REVIEWS  OF  BOOKS. 


On  the  Geographical  Distribution  of 
European  Bhopalocera. 

By  W.  F.  Kirby. 

In  accordance  with  our  intention 
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expressed  in  the  last  number  of  the 
“ Entomologist,”  we  now  g-ive  some 
further  notes  from  this  little  work. 
We  shall  probably  refer  to  it  yet 
again. 

After  the  table  published  in  our 
last  number,  Mr.  Kirby,  proceeds  to 
enumerate  the  genera  known  in 
Europe,  remarking  on  their  extra 
European  limits.  We  give  some 
specimens. 

“ Genus  Papilio. 

F.  Machaon  ranges  from  Sweden 
on  the  north  to  Egypt  on  the  south, 
and  from  England  on  the  west  to 
Kamtschatka  on  the  east,  and,  like 
so  many  of  the  East  Asian  species, 
also  occurs  in  California.  P.  Poda- 
lirius  occurs  over  the  greater  portion 
of  Europe,  and  likewise  occurs  in 
North  Africa,  and  Western  Asia, 
which  would  appear  to  be  the  limits 
of  its  range.  P.  Hospiton,  a species 
closely  allied  to  Machaon,  but  per- 
fectly distinct,  is  confined  to  Corsica 
and  Sardinia.” 

“ Genus  Aporia. 

A.  Cratcegi  ranges  eastward  to 
Amoorland.” 

“ Genus  Leucophasia. 

This  genus  demands  special  notice, 
as  it  is  a moot  point  whether  the  five 
described  species  are  really  good 


species,  or  merely  varieties.  Pre- 
mising’ that  the  typical  L.  Sinapis 
occurs  commonly  from  England  to 
Amoorland,  I shall  give  as  conclu- 
sively as  possible,  the  characters  of 
these  disputed  forms,  without  ven- 
turing to  pronounce  any  opinion  of 
my  own.” 

L.  Sinapis  (L).  White,  with  an 
ash-coloured  apical  blotch,  reaching 
quite  to  the  tip  of  the  fore-wing  ; 
hind-wings  beneath,  with  extensive 
dusky  green  markings. 

L.  IHniensis  {Bd).  Diffei’S  from 
Sinapis  in  the  apical  blotch  not  ex- 
tending to  the  tip  of  the  fore-wing ; 
the  hind-wings  are  almost  immacu- 
late beneath.  Occurs  in  England 
and  France. 

L.  Erysimi  (Bkh.)  This  form 
which  is  now  allowed  on  all  hands 
to  be  a variety,  is  enth’ely  without 
the  apical  blotch.  Same  localities. 

L.  Lathyri  (Hub.)  Differs  from  all 
the  rest  in  the  base  of  the  wings 
being  yellowish.  Underside  of  the 
hind-wings  greenish,  with  two  white 
spots.  Occurs  in  France  and  Ger- 
many. 

L.  Amur en sis  (Men.)  Differs  from 
the  other  forms  in  the  shape  of  the 
wings,  which  arc  less  rounded,  and 
in  other  minor  particulars.  This 
form  replaces  Sinapis  in  the  more 
southern  parts  of  Amoorland,  and  I 
believe,  is  also  met  with  in  Europe.” 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL  LITERATURE. 


SOME  time  ago,  a proposal  got 
abroad  among  the  readers  of  the 
“ Intelligencer,”  to  institute  entomo- 
logical examinations,  conducted  by 
a board  of  especial  savans.  The  idea 
gained  a certain  amount  of  attention ; 
but  was  finally  abandoned,  for  it  was 
felt  to  be  an  effectual  bar  that  the 
study  of  insects  has  always  been  re- 
garded by  the  greater  part  of  its 
lovers,  rather  as  a pleasure  than  a 
toil. 

We  have  often  wondered  what 
would  have  been  the  text-books 
most  in  use,  if  the  plan  above  men- 
tioned had  been  adopted.  Probably, 
the  student  would  have  taken  a 
preparatory  “ grind”  in  Kirby  and 
Spence’s  “ Introduction,”  and  in  the 
“ Classification  of  Insects”  by  Mr. 
Westwood.  We  can  assure  him 
that  he  would  have  had  some  tough 
reading  in  the  latter. 

Had  ambition  further  prompted 
him  to  compete  for  honorary  certi- 
ficates, we  could  imagine  that  he 
might  have  offered  himself  for  ex- 
amination in  the  Eupithcccice  of 
Great  Britain,  the  Iclmeuinonidce, 
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the  Syrphidce,  or  some  such  limited 
branch.  But  where  would  he  have 
gathered  his  preparatory  know- 
ledge? Could  he  have  turned  to  any 
Manual  whose  author,  having  bent 
all  his  energies  to  the  elucidation  of 
difficulties  in  that  one  limited  range, 
had  so  perfected  his  knowledge,  as 
to  prepare  a complete  and  valuable 
Monograph  ? How  many  minor  di- 
visions of  any  order  could  he  have 
found,  on  which  a thoroughly  com- 
plete work  was  published?  We 
have  very  few  such  works  as  the 
“Natural  History  of  the  Tineina.” 
The  outlines  of  every  order  have 
been  sketched  ; but  we  can  no  more 
expect  to  find  details  in  these  out- 
lines, than  we  can  expect  to  find  the 
life  of  Lord  Eldon,  fully  wi-itten  in 
any  ordinary  History  of  England. 

Beyond  doubt,  there  are  Natural 
lists,  among  us,  who  pay  the  most 
constant  attention  to,  and  make  a 
hobby,  so  to  speak,  of  some  parti- 
cular group.  The  collected  obser- 
vations and  information  of  such 
Naturalists  would  be  very  valuable. 
By  their  efforts  alone,  can  we  hope 
to  perfect  our  knowledge  of  each 
order. 


290 


WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


The  publication  of  a new  work  on 
any  branch  of  entomological  science 
is  always  an  important  event.  Each 
year,  we  find  a record,  as  complete 
as  possible,  of  discoveries  and  careful 
observation,  in  the  “Manual.”  But 
we  want  a few  more  special  works, 
the  result  of  investigations  in  some 
special  direction. 

Many  orders  of  insects  are  still 
almost  unknown.  To  any  one  who 
commences  the  study  of  such  orders, 
they  present  very  great  difficulties. 
But  these  very  difficulties  might 
suggest  the  fact  that  there  is  abun- 
dant room  for  solid  service ; that  the 
worker  is  treading  in  an  unknown 
path ; that  it  may  be  his  to  make  a 
sti'aight  way  for  those  who  follow. 

Amid  such  difficulties,  lies  the  field 
for  a noble  ambition ; for  the  asser- 
tion of  a noble  individuality.  It  i3 
thus  that  the  world’s  discoverers 
have  ever  stood  alone,  searching  for 
the  hidden  treasure,  in  firm  reliance 
on  themselves,  and  shaping  their 
course,  in  long-enduring  and  patient 
effort.  It  is  thus  that  all  great 
achievements  are  gained — not  by 
the  study  of  another’s  example,  but 
by  putting  forth  of  unflagging  ener- 
gies for  the  shaping  of  a new  course. 

And  thus  self-help  must  be  our 
guiding  principle  in  this  study  as  in 
all  else.  One  discovery  worked  out 
by  ourselves  is  worth  pages  of  mere 
book-lore ; and  yet  there  can  be  no 
higher  wish,  than  the  wish  to  leave 
behind  us  some  mementoes  of  our 


toil.  There  is  no  desire  that  spurs 
more  effectuall3r  to  the  fulfilment  of 
grand  purposes  than  that  of  teaching 
to  others  what  we  have  first  taught 
oursclvfes. 

In  fact,  if  our  science  be  worth 
anything,  it  has  a higher  purpose 
than  the  mere  gathering  of  speci- 
mens. It  sees,  in  all  it  turns  to,  the 
means  of  instructing  those  who  walk 
in  the  same  way  as  ourselves ; and 
it  ceases  not  from  its  efforts  till  its 
labour  has  achieved  that  object,  and 
left  some  footsteps  behind. 

The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cookk, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  or 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at.  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  gentlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 
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All  communications  to  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J,  B.  Blackburn, 
The  Yeivs,  Woodford,  N.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 

Stanzas  to  a Moth. 

Oil  ! where  is  thy  nightly  flight 
tending, 

Thou  moth  of  the  dusky  wing, 
While  the  leafy  boughs  are  bending, 
And  the  winds  through  the  forest 
sinsf  ? 

O 

Say,  art  thou  some  shadowy  being 
Come  forth  from  the  quiet  tomb, 
To  its  mystic  silence  fleeing 

When  the  morning’s  glad  sun- 
beams come  ? 

Afraid  of  the  hurry  and  rattle 
And  roar  of  the  busy  town, 

Where  the  shouts  of  daily  battle 
Every  whisper  of  nature  drown. 

But,  at  home,  where  the  foaming 
river, 

Rolls  down  from  the  mountain’s 
breast, 

And  its  glancing  spray  drops  quiver, 
As  the  moonbeams  around  them 
rest. 

Or,  lov’st  thou  the  mystery  dreary, 
Of  nights  when  no  moonbeams 
shine, 

When  the  winds,  like  pris’ners 
weary 

Of  their  shackles,  for  freedom 
pine  ? 


Dost  thou  haunt  some  dark  spot  that 
hideth, 

The  crime  of  a life  gone  by, 

Where  a mouldering  form  abideth, 
And  a hand  thal^can  never  die  ? 

That  points  through  the  bright  hours 
of  morning, 

And  all  through  the  evening  light, 
Prom  the  sun’s  first  early  dawning, 
Till  the  fall  of  the  gloomy  night, 

At  the  place  where  the  vengeful 
ashes, 

Beneath  some  protecting  sod, 

Call  aloud  for  the  lightning  flashes, 
And  the  thunderous  peal  of  a god. 

All  night  dost  thou  mournfully  wan- 
der, 

Unseen  by  created  eye, 

’Neath  the  cold  round  moon  that 
yonder, 

Swiftly  glides  through  the  fleecy 
sky? 

Dost  thou  weep  bitter  tears  of  sorrow, 
And  moan  as  thou  flittest  round, 
To  be  scared  by  dawn  to-morrow, 

To  thy  tomb  in  the  dewy  ground  ? 

No  ! methinks  if  a spirit  in  hiding, 
Beneath  thy  dull  semblance  clings, 
’Tis  an  angel  form  abiding, 

And  that  flutters  beneath  thy 
wings ; 

And  the  angel  reveals  all  brightly, 
The  grandeur  of  power  divine. 
That  can  make  e’en  darkness  nightly, 
Full  of  beauty  and  fair  design. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


COLEOPTERA. 

The  genus  Pterostichus. — There  is 
no  genus  in  the  whyle  of  the  Goleop- 
tera  which  thrusts  itself  more  on  the 
attention  of  all  than  does  that  whose 
name  heads  this  article.  Its  species 
abound  in  all  sorts  of  places,  from 
the  wood  or  mountain  to  the  cellar. 
Thus,  there  is  probably  no  beginner 
in  the  study  of  beetles  who  has  not 
got  a good  many  specimens  belong- 
ing to  it,  though  very  possibly  he 
might  feel  puzzled  as  regards  the 
number  of  species  to  which  they 
belong.  In  writing  the  random 
series  of  articles  I proposed  in  No. 
35,  of  the  “ Entomologist”  I do  not 
think  that  any  genus  is  better  suited 
to  occupy  the  first  place  than  one  of 
which  all  collectors  possess  repre- 
sentatives while  its  species  are 
very  closely  allied.  I therefore,  shall 
attempt  in  the  present  article,  to 
furnish  a few  useful  hints  on  the 
habits,  localities,  and  specific  distinc- 
tions of  the  genus  Pterostichus. 

The  most  favorable  season  of  the 
year  for  collecting  these  beetles  is 
Spring.  They  then  abound  under 
stones,  logs  of  wood,  and  may  often 
be  observed  hurrying  along  in  the 
sunshine,  or  hiding  in  the  obscurity 
of  a damp  cellar.  As  a rule  they 
are  not  confined  to  one  particular 
description  of  locality,  though  there 
are  several  exceptions  to  this.  For 
instance,  picimanus  is  not  frequently 


met  with  away  from  a clay  forma, 
tion,  c ethiops  inhabits  mountainous 
districts,  while  gracilis  and  diligens 
are  attached  to  low  marshy  ground. 

The  g’enus  as  now  determined  in 
Waterhouse’s  catalogue,  unites  many 
genera  which  previous  authors  re. 
garded  as  distinct.  Stephens  split 
it  into  'nine,  viz.,  Poecilus,  Abax, 
Pterostichus , Platysma,  Adelosia , 
Steropus,  Omaseus,  Argutor,  Platyde- 
rus , while  of  the  twenty- three  species 
now  considered  as  included  in  it  he 
made  about  forty. 

Several  neighbouring  genera  bear 
sufficient  resemblance  to  the  one 
under  notice  to  puzzle  beginners,  and 
we  cannot  wonder  if  they  even  con- 
found it  with  those  of  other  families, 
when  we  find  that  Stephens  places 
Patrobus  in  the  middle  of  Pterostichus. 
Space  however  forbids  my  exceeding 
the  bounds  of  the  genus  in  the  pre- 
sent notice.  I may  observe  that  it 
can  be  distinguished  from  most  of 
its  neighbours  by  the  shape  of  the 
thorax,  which  is  much  more  elon- 
gated than  in  Amaru,  Harpalus,  &c., 
and  much  less  contracted  behind 
than  in  Anchomenus.  It  is  remark- 
able that  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Coleoptera  down  to  the  end  of 
the  Ilarpalidae,  according  to  Water- 
house’s arrangement,  the  thorax, 
with  few  exceptions,  assumes  greater 
proportions  in  each  successive  genus. 

In  Pterostichus  eight  species  may 
be  considered  universally  common, 
viz;  cuprous,  vers icolo,  slriola,  niger, 
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modulus,  melanarius,  nigrita,  and 
strenuus , and  there  is  not  one  that 
can  be  called  very  rare. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  throw  out 
a few  hints  on  the  specific  distinc- 
tions of  these  insects,  thong'll  owing 
to  my  limited  space,  I can  of  course 
only  allude  to  the  best  methods  of 
separating  them,  without  any  de- 
tailed description. 

The  first  four  species,  (forming 
the  genus  Pcecilus  of  various  authors) 
may  at  once  be  eliminated  from  the 
rest,  by  their  metallic  green  or  cop- 
per color.  Of  these  four  cupreus  and 
versicolor  have  the  two  basal  joints 
of  the  antennae  red.  The  former  is 
a larger,  broader,  and  duller  insect 
than  the  latter,  and  has  the  head  and 
thorax  punetulated  beneath,  while 
in  versicolor  the  under  side  of  the 
head  and  thorax  is  smooth  ; dimidi- 
ates is  a larger  species  than  cupreus 
or  versicolor , with  larger  head  and 
eyes  ; it  has  the  under  side  only  of 
the  two  basal  joints  of  the  antennae 
red.  Like  cupreus  and  versicolor  it  is 
winged.  Lepidus  is  wingless,  has 
the  thorax  more  contracted  behind, 
and  the  two  basal  joints  of  the  anten- 
nae wholly  black. 

The  next  species,  striola,  may  be 
distinguished  by  its  great  size,  and 
massive  thorax,  the  base  of  the  latter 
being  as  broad  as  the  base  of  the 
elytra,  and  the  middle  broader. 

(To  be  continued.) 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Captures  near  Worcester. — In  the 
months  of  May  and  June  last,  I bred 
or  captured  the  following  species  : — 

C.  curtula.  Several,  bred. 

C.  ocularis.  Ditto,  ditto 

S.  populi.  A splendid  variety,  do. 

N.  pulveraria.  Beating. 

I.  geryon.  Larva;,  pupae,  and 
imagos. 

N.  dictea.  Bred. 

A.  triplasia.  Bred. 

P.  barbalis.  Beating. 

V.  maculata.  Ditto. 

ill.  euphorbiata.  Ditto. 

C . Jlavicornis.  Larvae,  ditto 

P.  alsus.  Several. 

T.  tages.  Scarce  this  season. 

S.  apiformis.  Several,  bred. 

A.  megacephala..  At  rest. 

E.  porata.  Beating. 

E.  punctaxia.  Ditto. 

C.  ligniperda.  Bred. 

L.  hexapterata.  Several,  beating. 

The  day  was  very  cold,  butterflies 
would  not  fly,  and  moths  where  most 
unwilling  to  move.  The  wind  being 
rough  and  cold  certainly  made  one 
look  as  blue  as  a “ red  cabbage,”  and 
stir  quickly  -about  to  keep  at  all 
comfortable.  Having  started  a L. 
hexapterata , I pursued  him  fully  de- 
termined to  catch  him,  but  I got 
caught  myself  in  some  branches,  and 
was  within  a shadow  of  being  tilted 
head  foremost  into  a ditch.  I lost 
my  game,  but  was  glad  however 
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that  I received  nothing  worse  than 
a good  shaking,  and  a few  thorns  in 
my  extremities,  which  I felt  obliged 
to  carry  home  with  me. — Abraham 
Edmunds,  The  Ty thing,  Worcester, 
October  12,  1863. 

General  captures. — The  showery 
weather  during  the  autumn  seems 
to  have  rendered  Lepidoptera  rather 
scarce.  Even  some  butterflies  that 
are  usually  very  common,  have  this 
season  only  been  seen  now  and  then ; 
I speak  of  course  of  this  locality.  I 
do  not  think  I have  seen  half  a dozen 
of  either  V.  atalanta  or  Jo,  though  I 
must  say  that  L.  oegeria , II.  Janira, 
and  Tithonus  have  been  in  their  usual 
abundance.  As  to  the  Noctuce, 
sugaring  did  not  attract  many ; but 
I found  it  profitable  to  open  win- 
dows at  night  with  the  gas  lighted. 
I obtained  Bryopliila  perla,  Cosmia 
difinis,  and  Ennomos  tiliaria  in  that 
way.  The  ivy  is  now  in  flower,  and 
there  is  promise  of  good  success 
from  the  beginnings,  but  I shall 
defer  my  captures  here  till  a future 
period. 

In  Coleoptera  I may  mention  the 
capture  of  many  species  of  llaltica, 
on  walls  and  also  by  sweeping,  one 
or  two  species  of  Engis  and  others 
in  Boleii,  Bern,  femoratum,  and  arti- 
culatum,  running  on  mud.  Salpin- 
gus  planirostris,  many  species  of 
Staph ylinus,  &c.,  on  fungi,  which 
seem  to  be  very  productive  at  this 
time  of  the  year. 


Acherontia  atropos. — A fine  speci- 
men of  this  moth  was  taken  a few 
days  ago  at  Warwick.  I am  un- 
aquaiuted  with  the  particulars  of  its 
capture. — W.  Tyrer,  Manor  House, 
Leamington. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — In  my  last 
communication  respecting  the  cap- 
ture of  a specimen  of  the  above 
insect,  I was  unable  to  point  out  the 
precise  locality  in  which  it  had  been 
caught.  I am  now  enabled  to  state 
that  it  was  obtained  here.  A woman 
was  hanging  out  linen  to  dry  about 
the  middle  of  the  day,  when  the 
creature  which  had  doubtless,  owing 
to  some  disturbance,  been  driven 
from  its  retreat  at  that  unreasonable 
hour,  dashed  into  her  face  and  then 
settled  upon  a sheet  she  had  just 
hung  upon  the  line,  when  it  was 
radely  seized  and  placed  under  a 
tumbler,  or  common  drinking  glass, 
from  which  it  was  transferred  to  a 
coffin-like  box  and  sent  to  me. — S. 
Stone,  Wolton,  Aylesbury,  October, 
1 2th,  1863. 

Further  Captures  in  1863. — Since 
my  last  communication,  I have 
taken,  near  London,  the  following? 
besides  many  commoner  species  : — 

G.  Bhamni. 

A.  Galathea, 

A.  Paphia. 

A.  Adippe. 

T.  Quercus. 

P,  A rgiolus.  2nd  brood. 

P.  Linca. 
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A.  Atropos.  One  larva  near  Broad- 
sfcairs,  Kent. 

L.  Oriseola.  On  the  wing. 

L.  Gonigera.  Sugar. 

L.  Straminea.  Ditto. 

L.  Phragmitidis. 

N.  Fulva. 

N.  Typhce.  Larva  and  pupa  in 
the  stems  of  Typha  Latifolia. 

M.  Furuncula.  Flying  at  dusk. 

N.  C.-nigrum.  Sugar. 

N.  Rubi.  Ditto. 

C.  Difinis.  Ditto. 

C.  Afjinis.  Ditto. 

A.  Lunosa.  Ditto. 

M.  Maura.  A pest. 

C.  Nupta.  Sugar. 

P.  AEnca. 

E.  Subfuluata. 

P.  Glaucinalis. 

A.  Colonella. 

P.  Gentianana.  Larvae. 

Howard  Vaughan. — 14,  Gainsford 
Street , Kentish  Town,  October  10th, 
1863. 

Notes  from  Devonport. — I send  you 
herewith  a few  pages  from  my  note- 
book for  1863.  They  have  reference 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Devonport ; 
and  I have  to  add  my  testimony  to 
that  of  many  others,  as  to  the  scar- 
city of  Rhopalocera  this  season.  We 
have  had  a hue  April  and  May,  a 
very  wet  June,  a hot  July,  and  mo- 
derate August  and  September ; but 
notwithstanding,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Geometrina,  Lcpidoptera  have 
been  scarce.  The  only  butterfly  that 
I have  noticed  as  plentiful  was  P. 


rapce,  the  August  brood,  of  which 
species  I never  before  saw  such  im- 
mense multitudes.  In  one  cabbage 
field  they  were  like  a moving  sheet 
of  white.  On  the  other  hand,  such 
species  as  M.  athalia,  V.  cardui,  T. 
quercais,  V.Io,  and  G.Edusa,  generally 
plentiful  here,  have  not  been  repre- 
sented at  all.  Others  were  in  greatly 
diminished  numbers. 

As  I before  said,  the  Geometrina 
have  been  been  very  plentiful,  whilst 
Sphinges,  Bombyces,  and  Noctuce,  as 
far  as  I can  ascertain,  have  been 
below  the  average. 

I have  taken  several  larvoe  feeding 
on  strange  plants,  as  my  list  will 
shew,  one  on  fig  wort ; but  whether 
G.  scrophularice , or  Verbasci,  I could 
not  distinguish.  I think  I may 
mention  as  a rather  strange  occur- 
rence, the  appearing  of  G .chamomillce 
on  the  3rd  of  this  month.  It  went 
down  in  July,  and  has  not  been 
forced,  but  kept  in  a cool  place.  I 
have  had  great  numbers  before,  but 
never  had  any  emerge  earlier  than 
January,  more  usually  they  stood 
over  till  April  or  May. — J.  S. 
Dell,  Devonport. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NORTHERN 
ENTOMOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


On  Saturday,  the  27th  June,  1863, 
at  the  residence  of  Mr.  N.  Greening-, 
Warrington,  the  president  of  the 
society,  who  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Gregson  exhibited  a series  of 
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ten  varieties  of  Biston  Betularia, 
all  of  them  intermediate  between 
the  light  and  dark  varieties,  and 
read  an  extract  from  the  “ Zoolo- 
gist,” page  8164,  where  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  London  Entomolo- 
gical Society  we  are  told  there  are 
no  such  varieties  known.  The  spe- 
cimens were  from  his  own  collection. 
He  also  exhibited  varieties  of  several 
other  species  and  series  of  Harpella 
geoffrella,  and  (E copit  ora  grandis, 
taken  by  himself,  when  in  Llan- 
gollen, during  the  preceding  month. 

Mr.  Greening  exhibited  a speci- 
men of  Trochilium  Scoliceformis,  bred 
by  Mr.  Gregson.  The  secretary 
begged  to  say  that  he  unintention- 
ally omitted  in  the  i-eport  of  the 
previous  meeting  to  refer  to  the  ex- 
hibition by  Mr.  Sidebotham,  of  his 
new  Cctonia,  from  Grange,  North 
Lancashire. 

Mr.T.  Greening  exhibited  Gracil- 
laria  tringipennella,  with  thel  eaf  of 
Plantago  lanceolata,  showing  that 
the  insect  feeds  on  the  upper  surface 
of  the  leaf  ; it  draws  the  bottom 
half,  or  a little  more  than  a half,  of 


the  leaf  together,  and  so  makes  a 
tube,  in  the  inside  of  which  it  feeds. 
When  collecting  the  above  larvce 
in  Wales  last  May,  Mr.  Greening1 
fouud  a larva  feeding  in  the  leaf  of 
Plantago  intermedia  in  the  underside 
of  the  leaf,  and  always  near  the  top 
of  the  leaf. 

(To  be  continued.) 


DISCONTINUANCE  OF  THE  “ WEEKLY 
ENTOMOLOIGIST.” 


We  regret  to  have  to  inform  our 
readers  that  the  “ Weekly  Entomo- 
logist” will  not  extend  beyond  the 
close  of  the  present  quarter.  For 
two  reasons  we  regret  this  announce- 
ment : because  it  points  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  not  sufficient  energy 
among  Entomologists  to  make  the 
publication  of  weekly  numbers 
through  the  winter  practicable,  and 
because  the  labour  has  been  to  us  a 
very  pleasant  one.  We  shall  enter 
into  a fuller  explanation  in  next 
week’s  leader.  The  present  notice 
must,  for  want  of  space,  serve  as  a 
first  intimation. 


VOL.  2 OF  THE 

WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 

The  Editors  have  several  complete  sets  of  the  Weekly  Entomologist, 
Vol,  2,  to  be  disposed  of — price  four  shillings  and  four  pence,  unbound,  and 
six  shillings  bound,  post  free.  All  applications  to  be  made  to  Mr.  T.  or 
Mr.  J.  13.  Blackuurn,  The  Yews,  Woodford,  Loudon,  N.E. 
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“ NUNOTAM  MORIEMUR  IOTJLTI.” 


rnRAYELLERS  tell  us  of  certain 
-L  races  of  barbarians,  among 
whom  the  custom  prevails  of  de- 
stroying old  men.  Among  these 
people,  when  the  first  signs  of  second 
childhood  appear  the  aged  person 
who  exhibits  them  is  knocked  on  the 
head  or  left  to  starve,  or  put  out  of 
the  way  in  some  other  equally  effi- 
cacious manner. 

Cruel  as  this  manner  of  providing 
for  The  aged  undoubtedly  is,  we 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  its  advan- 
tages, and  circumstances  that  have 
lately  come  before  us  have  brought 
it  prominently  forward. 

Rather  more  than  a year  ago  the 
“Weekly  Entomologist”  was  in  its 
childhood.  As  months  passed  by 
its  faculties.were  developed  and  its 
growth  steadily  increased;  it  rapidly 
reached  maturity,  and  now,  we 
regret  to  say,  it  has  for  some  little 
time  exhibited  marked  symptoms  of 
decay.  “ What  must  be  done  for  it, 
or  with  it  ?”  is  no  new  question.  Only 
three  courses  presented  themselves. 
It  might  be  passed  into  other  hands 


to  try  the  effect  of  change  of  air. 
From  this  good  results  might  be 
hoped ; but,  alas ! no  one  seemed 
willing  to  have  it.  Those  who  would 
have  welcomed  it  as  a child  turned 
their  backs  on  the  old  man.  It 
might  be  supported  in  its  decline 
and  permitted  to  protract  a wretched 
existence  from  day  to  day  f?ill  ex- 
haustion and  utter  helplessness  put 
an  end  to  it,  or  by  one  decisive  blow 
it  might  be  removed  while  decay 
was  only  beginning  to  manifest  itself 
to  experienced  eyes.  The  first  course 
we  wished  to  adopt,  but  the  choice 
was  not  with  ourselves.  Between 
the  two  last  alternatives  we  have 
not  hesitated  long.  We  have  taken 
the  course  alluded  to  above,  as  pre- 
vailing among  certain  barbarous 
peoples,  and,  for  the  sake  of  the 
public  as  well  as  of  the  Editors  and 
the  paper  itself,  have  resolved  that 
next  week  the  “Weekly  Entomolo- 
gist” shall  die. 

When  the  paper  was  in  contem- 
plation, and  during  its  earlier  days, 
many  were  the  predictions  concern- 
ing its  future  that  were  bestowed  on 
the  editors.  One  class  of  prophets 
foretold  an  existence  of  a few  days 
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only,  while  another  class  saw  before 
it  a very  long  period  of  success. 
With  all  due  respect  we  have  now 
to  inform  both  that  they  were  mis- 
taken. The  two  volumes  and  a half 
which  have  appeared  falsify  the  pro- 
phecies of  evil,  and  the  fact  that  this 
article  announces,  those  of  unexcep- 
tional good. 

. Still,  we  look  not  so  much  for 
evidence  of  success  in  the  length  of 
the  paper’s  existence  as  in  the  matter 
which  it  has  contained.  We  hope 
that  it  has  not  failed  to  do  good  by 
promoting  the  interests  of  science 
and  encouraging  its  youthful  vo- 
taries in  their  work.  But, valuable  as 
many  of  the  papers  have  been  that 
have  appeared  in  its  pages,  and 
devoted  as  many  of  the  most  scien- 
tific entomologists  have  been  to  its 
interests,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  fact  that  a large  number  have 
kept  aloof  and  refused  to  join  in  the 
work.  The  increase  of  this  class, 
and  the  consequent  increasingly 
responsibility  resting  on  the  Editors, 
were  the  first  symptoms  of  decay. 
In  the  interests  of  any  future  attempts 
which  may  be  made  in  the  same 
direction,  we  feel  bound  not  to  retire 
from  our  post  without  a protest. 
Entomologists  have  not  joined  us 
as  they  might.  Many  a one  had 
knowledge,  and  skill,  and  time  suf- 
ficient to  lend  a helping  hand  who 
yet  held  back.  Why  has  this  been  ? 
Is  it  from  an  unwillingness  to  lend 
one’s  name  to  what  some  alfect  to 


despise,  even  though  no  unwilling- 
ness exists  to  see  the  paper  pros- 
pering ? or  from  a selfish  exclusive- 
ness ? or  from  a laziness  that  could 
witness  the  most  unwearied  exertions 
on  the  part  of  others  and  never  be 
infected  with  energy?  Surely  it 
must  be  from  one  of  these  causes, 
and  its  results  are  fatal.  The  editors 
cannot  write  the  whole  paper,  or  if 
they  can,  and  do,  the  public  cannot 
read  it  without  a yawn.  To  make 
a weekly  entomological  newspaper 
a success  all  must  work  together. 
We  sincerely  hope  that  if  any  one 
offers  them  another  chance  all  its 
readers  will  remember  these  remarks 
and  put  them  into  practice. 

In  this  number  we  insert  as  many 
as  possible  of  the  communications 
for  publication  that  have  been  re- 
cently received.  Some  we  have 
been  compelled  to  abridge;  and  as 
this  is  the  last  number  which  will 
be  devoted  to  records  of  captures, 
we  are  confident  that  the  authors  of 
the  various  notices  will  excuse  our 
inserting  the  most  interesting  por- 
tions  only  of  their  letters.  Next 
week  the  Index  will  appear. 

And  now  we  trust  that  all  our 
readers  will  see  the  wisdom  of  our 
discontinuing  the  “ Entomologist” 
at  the  present  moment.  We  hope 
that  some  will  regret  it ; but 
whether  that  be  the  case  or  not, 
we  can  truly  say,  looking  back  on 
the  past,  that  we  have  done  our 
best. 
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The  Weekly  Entomologist  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blackburn,  the  Yews,  Woodford, 
London,  N.E.,  by  post,  price  Three 
Shillings  and  Three-pence  per 
quarter,  prepaid. 

Also  of  C.  Andrew,  129,  High 
Street,  Cheltenham  ; T.  Brown,  2, 
Collingate,  York ; J.  E.  Robson, 
Olive  Street,  Hartlepool ; T.  Cooice, 
Naturalist,  513,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

Those  who  make  any  discovery, 
or  capture  of  a rare  species,  of 
observation  of  general  interest,  are 
requested  to  communicate  at  once  a 
notice  of  the  same  to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr. 
J.  B.  Blackburn,  at  Woodford. 

Booksellers  willing  to  undertake 
the  agency  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  same  g’entlemen. 

Remittances  should  be  sent  in 
Post  Office  orders  or  Stamps. 

All  communications  to  he  addressed 
to  Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn, 
•.The  Yews , Woodford,  N.E.  No  notice 
'.will  he  taken  of  anonymous  communi- 
cations. 


PRESERVATION  OF  INSECTS. 


I have  long  been  of  opinion  that 
camphor  is  of  very  little  use,  and  in 
ome  cases  even  worse  than  useless, 
aving  found  that  it  has  a tendency 


to  produce  grease,  in  large  moths 
especially ; and  I am  glad  to  see  that 
this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  so  emi- 
nent an  entomologist  as  Mr.  Henry 
Doubleday. 

Some  lepidopterous  insects  are 
much  more  liable  to  become  greasy 
than  others,  especially  the  puss 
moth  ( Ceram  Yinula ),  &c.,  and  the 
females  of  the  painted  lady  but- 
terfly ( Cynthia  C ardui).  And  here, 
perhaps,  I may  be  allowed  to  state 
what  I have  found  the  most  effec- 
tual way  of  cleaning  such  speci- 
mens. With  a camel’s  hair  brush 
I saturate  them,  wings  and  all,  above 
and  below,  with  the  best  spirits  of 
turpentine,  then  place  them  on  the 
setting-cork,  with  finely-powdered 
or  scraped  French  chalk  beneath, 
and  subsequently  cover  therewith 
the  whole  of  the  upper  surface  of  the 
insect.  In  two  or  three  days  the 
chalk  will  absorb  the  whole  of  the 
the  turpentine  and  the  grease  there- 
with, and  the  insect  being  removed 
from  the  cork,  the  chalk  may  be 
blown  or  brushed  off,  and  in  most 
cases  the  insect  will  be  found  quite 
clean,  and  the  colours  and  markings 
not  injured.  The  turpentine  will 
also  render  the  specimen  less  likely 
to  be  attacked  by  mites. 

A very  effectual  specific  for  mites 
is  that  recommended  by  Mr.  Stain- 
ton,  viz.: — 

Equal  parts  of  spirit  of  wine, 

„ oil  of  aniseed,  and 

„ oil  of  thyme. 
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The  only  way  of  using  it  for  lepi- 
doptera  is  not  to  apply  it  to  the  body 
of  the  specimen,  but  to  saturate  a 
narrow  slip  of  thick  white  blotting 
paper  with  the  mixture  and  to  place 
it  underneath,  close  to  the  abdomen 
of  the  insect,  and  transfixed  by  the 
pin. 

The  best  kreosote  may  also  be 
used  for  infected  lepidoptera  in  the 
same  manner. 

Either  of  these  specifics  may  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning 
coleoptera  and  restoring  them  when 
dull  to  their  original  brilliancy  and 
polish,  whether  pinned  or  carded,  by 
brushing  them  over  with  the  mix- 
ture. 

For  carded  specimens  I think  the 
kreosote  is  to  be  preferred,  as  it  will 
not  stain  the  card,  which  the  other 
one  does,  if  not  used  very  carefully. 
Taos.  Parry,  Bank,  Merthyr  Tydvil, 
Oct.  3,  18G3. 


CAPTURES, 


Captures  wear  Devonport. — I do  not 
know  whether  my  list  will  prove  too 
tedious  for  you,  but  here  it  is, — 

C.  Blpenor. 

M.  Stellatarum. 

S.  Ocellatus. 

8.  Populi. 

C.  IAgnipcrda. 

C.  Bijida. 

N.  Ziczac. 

L.  Dictea . 


L.  Camelina. 

P.  Monacha. 

A.  Villica. 

P.  Fuliginosa. 

D.  Mendica. 

L.  Rubi. 

L.  Trifolii. 

P.  Populi. 

C‘  Eiluta. 

B.  Glandifera. 

A.  Tridens.  Sloe. 

S.  Fla,vago.  Foxglove. 

X.  Ilepatica. 

N.  Saponarice. 

C.  Blanda. 

L.  Littoralis. 

A.  Valligera. 

T.  Ianthina.  Sorrel, 

T.  Intcrjecta.  Nettle. 

T.  Fimbria.  Ivy. 

T.  Mimda. 

T.  Jlnbricosa. 

B.  CarpopJtagat  S.  Inflata. 

D.  Gucubali. 

D.  Capsincola. 

E.  Lichenea.  Hawthorn, 

C.  Verbasci. 

C.  Chamomillai. 

A.  TJrticce. 

II.  Pennaria. 

A.  Prodromaria. 

S.  Obscurata.  Yarrow. 
A.  Gilvaria.  Bedstraw. 

L.  Multistrigaria.  „ 

E.  Venosata. 

E.  Ccntaureata. 

M.  Galiata. 

E.  Ccrvinata. 

E.  Plumbariu. 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


301 


A.  Plagiata. 

H.  Crassalis. 

E,  Sambucalis. 

Sugar  has  produced  nothing ; 
hardly  anything  came  to  the 
ragwort,  but  X.  Polyodon,  A. 
Brassicce,  P.  Flavocincta , and  similar 
trash.  That  beautiful  little  plume, 
P.  Peniadactylus , was  to  be  seen 
hanging  on  leaves  and  grass  in  the 
evening  like  snow  drops  in  spring. 

P.  Anrmlatellus  was  also  in  abun- 
dance. The  next  species  to  occur  in 
numbers  were  the  garden  Geometrce. 

G.  Grossulariata  was,  as  usual,  a pest 
also  C.  Prunata , II.  Abrupta/ria,  II. 
Wavaria,  dec. 

A.  Citraria  has  been  scarce ; also 

H.  Hispida  and  S.  Anomala.  They 
have  not  put  in  any  appearance  on 
the  occasions  when  I have  been  in 
quest  of  them  ; and  many  of  the  well- 
known  Pyral/i  des  of  this  district  have, 
I think,  been  taken  with  the  emi- 
gration mania.  S.  Convolvuli  has 
visited  us  this  season ; I have  seen 
two  taken  here. — J.  S.  Dell,  Bevon- 
pnrt. 

Captures  principally  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hornsey  and  Tottenham , 
in  the  year  18G3. — C.  Cardui.  Tot- 
tenham marshes ; several. 

L.  Agestis.  Near  Dover ; several. 

L.  Adonis.  Near  Dover ; rather 
common  but  worn,  September. 

L.  AEgon.  Loughton,  June  4. 

L.  Corydon.  Dover;  much  da- 
maged. 


S,  Tipuliformis  Saw  several  in 
our  own  garden  in  June. 

Z.  AEsculi.  One  brought  to  me, 
taken  near  here ; another  near  Chel- 
sea. 

II.  Ilectus.  Highgate ; and  com- 
mon at  Loughton,  in  June. 

L.  Griseola.  Wood  Green;  two 
specimens  off  a lamp. 

E.  Angularia.  West  Green,  two 
examples. 

B.  Hirtaria  Common  in  the  larva 
state. 

II.  Abruptaria.  Not  so  common 
as  heretofore. 

T.  Crepuscularia.  One  at  South- 
gate. 

E.  Punctaria.  Hornsey ; rather 
common. 

E.  Trilinearia.  Loughton ; com- 
mon. 

A.  Incanaria.  Abundant. 

T.  Amataria.  Woed  Greon ; fre- 
quent, 

C.  Temerata.  A single  specimen, 
at  Highgate. 

F.  Atomaria.  Surrey;  frequent. 

L.  Adustata.  Hornsey;  two  spe- 
cimens. 

E.  Unifasciata.  A single  specimen 
of  this  scarce  species,  near  South- 
gate,  flying  over  wild  thyme,  on  3rd 
August. 

E.  Subfulvata.  One  only,  off  a 
fence  near  W ood  Green. 

E.  Castigata.  Hornsey. 

E.  Abbreviata,  3.  Dartford  Heath 
Fence;  7th  April. 

E.  Exiguata.  Hornsey;  several. 
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E.  Bedangulata.  West  Green; 

several. 

M.  Eubiginata.  Common,  at 

Loughton,  in  June. 

A.  Eerivata.  Wood  Green,  two. 

N.  Eliamnata.  Kingsbury;  rather 
common. 

C.  Dotata.  Not  common ; in  gar- 
dens. 

P.  Comitata.  Ditto,  Wood  Green. 

C.  Gurtula.  Bred. 

T.  Batis.  Common  ; Higligate 
Wood. 

L.  Conig  era,  3.  Wood  Gi’een;  at 
rest  on  thistle  blossoms. 

G.  Flavago.  Bred  from  pupa? 
found  at  Wood  Green. 

X.  llepatiea.  Abundant;  Wood 
Green. 

X.  Scolopacina.  One ; at  Highgate. 

M.  Persicarice.  Very  abundant. 

A.  Gemina,  three,  at  sugar,  at 

Wood  Green. 

M.  Furuncula.  Wood  Green.  I 
took  some  of  the  white  (chalk)  va- 
riety, at  Dover. 

M.  Arcuosa,  4.  Southgate  and 
Loughton. 

C.  Morpheus.  Common,  flying 
about  hedges,  &c. 

A.  Corticea.  One,  near  here,  from  a 
spider’s  web,  considerably  damaged. 

N.  Eubi.  Tottenham  and  Hi<rh- 
gate;  common. 

X.  Umbrosa.  Two  only,  flying 
with  Xanthographa.  at  Wood  Green. 

T.  Munda.  At  sugar,  at  Loughton. 

X.  Citrago.  One ; bred  from 
Bpping  catkins. 


C.  Biffinis.  Wood  Green,  and  in 
our  own  garden ; not  common. 

C.  Ajfinis.  Ditto. 

D.  Cucubali.  Bred. 

P.  Plavocinda.  One,  at  rest  on  a 
fence  at  Southgate. 

H.  Chenopodii.  Not  uncommon 
at  Sugar. 

X.  Inthorhiza.  One,  off  the  Dart- 
ford  Heath  Fence. 

II.  Arbuti.  One  at  Wood  Green. 

H.  Eostralis.  A few,  mostly  worn 
specimens. 

II.  Costccstrigalis.  One,  Winch- 
more  Hill. 

/r.Bar&aZ'ts.  Common, Highgate, &o. 

P.  Fimbrialis.  Five  only,  very 
common  last  year. 

P.  Glaucinalis.  Two,  at  rest  on 
fences. 

P.  Stratiotalis.  Common  at  Wood 
Green.  , 

II.  Nijmpliealis.  Ditto,  also  at 
Southgate. 

F.  Lovell  Keays,  4,  Ilarr ingay 
Villas,  Green  Lanes,  Tottenham,  N. 

Captures  at  Northampton. — During 
the  past  season  I have,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Hensman,  been  collecting 
in  the  vicinity  of  Northampton,  We 
have  been  successful  in  meeting  with 
the  following  Lepidoptera  : — 

April. — Bred  the  following,  10th 
to  19th,  P.  Machaon,  40. 

S Populi. 

14th,  B.  Hirtaria. 

May,  captured  the  following, — 

M.  Fuphrosyne.  Plain  Woods  and 
Yardley  Chase;  common. 
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S.  Alveolus.  Plain  Woods  and 
Yardley  Chase ; common. 

T.  Tages.  Ditto. 

F.  Piniaria.  \ Billing  Lings  and 

F.  Atomaria.  3 Harlston  Firs. 

S.  Petraria. 

E.  Unifasciata. 

T.  Simulata. 

A.  Viridella. 

May. — Bred  the  following, — 

S.  Elpenor. 

A.  Aceris. 
if.  Abruptaria. 

June. — Captured  the  following, — 

M.  Selene.  Yardley  ; common. 

N.  Lucina.  Yardley. 

S.  Paniscus.  Ditto,  local. 

Ditto,  var.  Fore  wings  quite 

black,  that  is  the  yellow  blotches 
absent.  Hind  wings  as  in  the  type. 

D.  Falcataria.  Billing  Lings ; 
common  on  the  wing  at  dusk. 

E.  Dolobraria.  Plain  Woods  and 
Billing  Harbours. 

E.  Fasciaria.  Harlstone  Firs. 

M.  Albicillata.  Billing  Harbom-s. 

G.  Punctata.  Ditto. 

June. — The  following  at  Sugar, — • 
A.  Humic  is. 

A.  Tridens. 

G.  Trilinea. 

J uly . — Captured, — 

A.  Galathea.  Yardley;  very  abun- 
dant. 

A.  Adippe.  Plain  Woods  ; very 
scarce. 

A.  Aglaia.  Ditto. 

T.  Quercus.  Ditto ; common. 

A.  Iris.  Plain  Woods  and  Yardley. 


P.  Lima.  Plain  Woods  and  Yard- 
ley  ; local. 

E.  Omicronaria.  Yardley;  scarce. 

P.  Sy  ring  aria.  Northampton. 

Nothing  fresh  at  Sugar  in  July, 
except  Ligniperda  and  Derasa.  We 
made  the  following  enormous  catch, 
at  Sugar,  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1862.  We  should  have  had  double 
the  number  bad  we  taken  all,  It 
was  a warm,  windy,  and  damp  night. 

N.  C-nigrum,  7 ; S.  Satellitia,  2 ; 

0.  Macilenta,  8 ; 0,  Lota,  2 ; A Ru- 
fina,1 3 ; A.Pistacina,  13  ; A .Litura  4 ; 
C.  Vaccinii,  2 ; Spadicea,  3’;  P.  Fla- 
vocincta,  3 ; N.  Suffusa,  7 ; P.  Meti- 
culosa,  12;  If.  Oxyacanthce,  75;  X. 
Petrificata,  1 ; Total,  152.  W.  Smith, 
Jun.,  Glapham  Common. 

Captures  at  Meanwood  Wood. — 
The  weather  hei’e  for  the  last  month 
has  been  very  dull  and  wet  gene- 
rally, to  which  I attribute  the  pau- 
city.of  my  captures.  I have  taken — • 

N.  Glareosa,  8. 

X.  Ferruginea.  Several. 

P.  Chi,  40.  Very  common  here. 

C.  Diluta.  A few. 

A.  Rufina,  60.  Very  abundant, 

Ji,  Oxyacanihce.  A few. 

C.  Vaccinii.  Very  abundant. 

C.  Spadicea.  Ditto, 
and  a few  other  commoner  kinds, 
such  as  Meticulosa,  &c. 

At  light  I have  taken  1 E.Tiliaria, 
after  ten  o’clock;  and,  a few  days 
ago,  one  if.  Pennaria,  besides  some 
commoner  species. 


^ All  common. 


304 


THE  WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


I have  also  met  with  the  larvse  of 

L.  Quercus.  A good  number. 

P.  Menthrastri.  Very  abundant. 

P.  Lubricipeda.  Ditto. 

A.  Psi. 

H.  Pisi.  A great  many. 

A.  Rumicis.  Very  common,  and 
since  the  10  th  October. 

N.  Cornel ina.  Rather  common. 

B.  Betularia.  Common. 

O.  Bidentata.  A good  many,  to- 
gether with  many  others,  of  which 
1 do  not  know  the  names.  F.  A. 
Lees,  Kent  House , Meanwood,  Leeds , 
October  19,  1363. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli  at  Tottenham. 
A specimen  of  Convolvuli  was  found 
by  a lad  on  the  15  th  instant,  resting 
on  some  herbage  by  the  banks  of 
the  river  Lea,  near  Tottenham.  It 
is  now  in  my  possession,  but  is,  un- 
fortunately, rather  mutilated,  owing 
to  the  unentomological  treatment  it 
experienced  from  the  hands  of  its 
captor.  W.  Cole,  Tottenham , Octo- 
ber 21, 1863. 

S.  Convolvuli,  near  Holloway.  A 
fine  specimen  of  this  insect  was  taken 
at  the  end  of  September,  on  a fence, 


by  an  Entomologist  living  a few 
doors  from  here.  S.  Davis,  Seven 
Sisters'  Road,  Holloivay,  N. 


Beware. — Some  21  months  ago  I 
sent  a largish  box  of  Insects  to  a Mr. 
B.,  of  York,  and  although  I have 
written  to  him  many  times,  I cannot 
get  my  box  back  again.  Can  you  in- 
form me  how  to  get  it  back  again  ? 
for  the  box  was  not  mine,  and  being 
only  a working  man,  I cannot  afford 
to  lose  it.  I think  it  is  too  bad  that 
those  who  are  very  ready  to  take 
other  people’s  insects  should  not 
make  their  return  in  something  like 
a reasonable  time.  J.  Batty,  5,  Court 
Hollis,  Croft,  Sheffield. 

[We  do  not  know  what  our  cor- 
respondent can  do  further.  We  have 
had  boxes  kept  as  long  ourselves,  and 
received  them  safely  in  the  end.  Per- 
haps the  above  notice  may  have  the 
desired  effect.  Ed.  IV. E.] 


ERRATUM. 

At  Page  287,  column  1,  line  4,  for 
“in  the  district  of  London,”  read 
“ in  this  district  of  London. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

JAMES  COCKING,  at  the  request  of  his  friends,  will  prepare  Micro- 
scopic objects,  for  shares  at  One  Guinea  each,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  The 
specimens  will  be  equally  divided  among  30  subscribers  in  May,  1864. 
The  objects  will  consist  of  dissections  and  parts  of  Insects,  Plants,  Shells, 
Zoophytes,  Alyoe,  Mosses,  Desmidacce,  Foraminifera,  and  all  objects  found  in 
the  fens  and  sea  coast  of  Norfolk ; also  a number  of  foreign  specimens. 

The  subscriptions  to  be  made  payable  to  James  Cockin'*:,  Ranwortli  Fen, 
Bloficld,  Norwich.  This  is  the  fourth  time  Mr.  Cocking  has  collected  on 
the  same  terms.  Any  enquiries  will  be  answered  on  receipt  of  a stamped 
addressed  envelope. 

THE  EDITORS  OF  THE  “WEEKLY  ENTOMOLOGIST”  will 
feel  obliged  if  those  Gentlemen  who  may  wish  for  any  back  numbers  to 
complete  their  scries,  will  communicate  their  wishes  us  soon  as  possible,  as 
the  number  of  copies  is  very  limited. 

■Printed  by  II  and  A.  WOOD,  Printers,  Engravers,  and  Iathoj-rrupln'r?,  nl  their  Offices,  Liverpool 
Roiul,  near  the  Agricultural  Hull,  Islington  London,  N.  Saturday,  October  31, 1863. 
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MARIUS  AT  CARTHAaE. 


WE  fear  that  the  last  number  of 
the  last  weekly  Entomolo- 
gical paper  is  the  65th  of  the 
“ Weekly  Entomologist.”  Indeed, 
we  ai’e  expressing  less  our  own 
opinion  than  that  of  our  corres- 
pondents. Dismal  are  the  predictions 
with  which  we  have  recently  been 
assailed.  One  entomologist  remarks, 
“ should  this  trial  end  in  disappoint- 
ment, there  would  be  no  hope  of  a 
successor.”  This  is  an  instance  of 
what  we  allude  to ; others  have 
written,  in  terms  both  gratifying  and 
complimentary,  to  the  same  effect. 

We  cannot  but  feel  pleased  at  the 
matter  contained  in  a large  number  of 
letters  lately  received.  It  is  pleasant 
to  feel  that  others  have  been  bene- 
fited by  our  labours.  At  the  same 
time,  we  feel  a sincere  regret  when 
we  resign  our  post : we  can  under- 
stand the  grief  of  those  who  lament 
the  death  of  the  successor  to  the 
“ Intelligencer.”  The  failure  of  each 
attempt  to  establish  a weekly  paper 
renders  the  prospect  so  much  more 
discouraging  to  future  editors. 

Should  any  entomologist  attempt 


at  a future  time  to  give  us,  as  we 
hope  some  one  will,  another  such  a 
paper,  we  would  counsel  him  to 
adopt  two  or  three  leading  prin- 
ciples, We  would  have  him,  at 
whatever  risk,  exclude  from  his 
pages  all  personal  matter.  To  this 
rule  we  have  long  adhered,  and  wo 
have  reaped  the  benefits.  We 
would  have  him  seek  to  make  all 
work  together,  excluding  from  their 
circle  every  petty  jealousy  or  party 
spite.  And,  after  this,  it  rests  with 
his  fellow-workers  to  say  whether 
or  no  he  reap  success.  It  must  be 
theirs  to  seek,  by  a display  of  con- 
stant energy,  to  maintain  him  in  his 
work  of  scientific  record ; and  theirs 
to  swell  that  record  by  their  untir- 
ing observations  of  the  workings  of 
the  great  Creator’s  power.  We  need 
hardly  say,  that  we  should  welcome 
such  an  undertaking  with  true  plea- 
sure. We  lay  down  our  pen  in  the 
earnest  hope  of  seeing  some  one 
arise  to  supply  our  place, 

Future  Address. — As  the  Editors 
purpose  spending  a portion  of  the 
winter  in  London,  and,  consequent!}-, 
their  address  will  be  changed,  it  is 
requested  that  all  communications 
may  in  future  be  addressed  thus, — • 
Mr.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackburn,  18, 
West  Winy,  Somerset  House,  W.C. 
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Leeds,  303.  x 

Lewis,  W.  A.,  Rev.  F.,  Rendall,  Har- 
row, N.W.,  224,  267. 

Llewelyn,  J.  T.  D.,  Ynisygcrwn, 
Neath,  Glamorgan,  286. 

Meek,  E.,  5,  King  Street,  Old  Ford 
Load,  N.E.,  232. 

Merryweather,  R ,,Towry  Wall,  Har- 
tlepool, 255. 

Morris,  Rev.  F.  O.,  Nunburnholmn 
Rectory,  Hayton,  York,  285. 

Norris,  Rev.  G., IF.  Dulling,  Reepliam, 
Norfolk,  285,  287. 

Parry  T.,  Bank,  Merthyr  Tydvil,  299.  • 

Parsons,  W.  E.,  New  Road,  Ayles- 
bury, 248,  277. 

Purnell,  G.,  59,  Villa  Road,  Plum- 
stead,  S.E.,  268. 

Robson,  J.  E.,  Olive  Street,  Hartle- 
pool, 245,  248,  255. 

Sidebotham,  J.,  George  Street,  Man- 

■ chcster,  237. 

Smith,  W.,  Jun.,  Clapham  Common,  302 

Stewart,  W.,  Holland,  Bristol,  212. 

Stone,  S.,  Wotton,  Aylesbury,  245, 
260,  294. 


Stubbs,  II.,  Henley-on-Thames,  238. 
Talbot,  W.,  Mount  Pleasant , Wake- 
field, 277 . 

Towndron,  R.  F.,  Lake  Farm,  Red- 
marlcy,  D'Abitot.,  Newent,  270. 
Tyrer  W.,  Manor  House,  Leaming- 


ton; 294. 

Vaughan,  H.,  14,  Gaisford  Street , 
Kentish.  Town,  N.W.,  294. 

Vorley,  T.,  Ahnondbury  Bank,  Hud- 
dersfield, 260. 

Wormald,  P.  C.,  Kilburn,  N.W.,  214, 
285,  286. 

Wilson,  T.,  Ilolgatc,  York,  253. 

Wright,  R.  W.,  Mar  land  House,  1 Veil 
Street,  Hark 

Auchomenns, 

N.  N.  N.,  2- 


